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Lou Tonelli & Lake Merced GC

To Host Scholarship Tournament

By Ken Williams

he GCSANC is privileged to visit

Lake Merced GC for its annual

Scholarship Tournament on August
Sth. Lake Merced GC was originally
constructed in 1922 but has undergone many
changes over the years. Guiding many of
the changes has been the venerable Lou
Tonelli, who has done a masterful job with
the classic course.

Lou began his career at the California Golf
Club in 1962. He came to Lake Merced in
1968, became the Assistant in 1970 and
became the Superintendent in 1978. “Lou is
a legend around here,” states Bo Links, a
popular member of the Board and Greens
and Grounds Committee at Lake Merced.
“To show how much respect we have for
Lou, we allow Lou to set his maintenance
schedule before we schedule a single event.”
“Lou’s been a tremendous part of our club,
and I don’t know what we’d do without
him,” declares Links.

The course that we’ll see for the Scholar-
ship Tournament will be quite different from
the original design. The course was remod-
eled in 1964 to make way for Interstate 280,
losing 5 acres in the process. Robert Muir
Graves did the remodeling job utilizing the
existing tree corridors and incorporating a
previously unused canyon for holes #4 and
#5. The course was done in a popular theme
at the time with saucer shaped greens and
bunkers located well back of the putting
surfaces.

In 1998, Rees Jones was hired to remodel
the course into a more modern design. He
and his construction crew re-did all 18
greens and tees, four fairways, and all the
bunkers. In the process, Adrian Bertens
and Hydro Engineering re-did the irrigation
system. All of this was done in 88 days, all
while never closing the course. The mem-
bership played on bentgrass temporary
greens while the work was being completed.

The newly installed greens were planted to
Penncross bentgrass that performed well the
first year but began struggling in Daly City’s
cold, overcast, “summer” climate. So Lou
began inter-seeding with Peterson Creeping
Bluegrass to improve the greens overall
health. Since reinstating the Poa, the greens

Host Superintendent - Lou Tonelli

have been immaculate. In fact, Lou is now
overseeding with a little A-4 bentgrass just to
work toward the optimum Poa/bent mix.

Lou has had to work hard maintaining the
new design. The slopes surrounding the
greens and bunkers are steep and must be
hand mowed. Lou’s crew utilizes a gauntlet
of 22" commercial rotary mowers to accom-
plish this task. The greens are so tight; Lou
often uses the circle mowing technique (yes,
the “circle-jerk™ technique he originated but
made famous at the Olympic Club during US
Open preparation) when mowing with a
triplex. “I recently lost nine well trained
employees when the INS came in and cross
referenced their Social Security numbers.”
“I"ve had to triplex greens as a result,” states
Lou. “The problem is, we just have
nowhere to turn the mower.”

Even after all the changes, there is no rest
for Lou. He is now working on plans for a
new maintenance building to go down near
the 11th hole. Ground breaking is scheduled
for this January. Also on the horizon, Lou

has plans to install a million gallon storage
tank and new pump station in preparation for
the arrival of reclaimed water.

Lake Merced GC is host to approximately
21 outside Monday tournaments per year.
Lou was nice enough to give up one of his
maintenance days to host the GCSANC’s
Scholarship event. States Lou, “I’ve never
been on the Board, but I always try and help
the Association when I can.” Lou is quick
to credit Assistant Superintendent Bob Borti
and Equipment Mechanic Mel Bacani for
keeping the day-to-day operations flowing
well at Lake Merced. Lou even has one of
his daughters helping him out as his Admin-
istrative Assistant. In his spare time, Lou’s
passion is training hunting dogs and com-
petes with them regularly. He has won a
number of competitive meets with his dogs
including the recent Western Regionals.

Lake Merced GC is going to be a great
venue for the Scholarship Tournament.
Hope everyone can come out to see Lou
and the handiwork of his fine staff! s
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Turf-Type Tall Fescues
for Northern California

Ali Harivandi, Ph.D. and Bill Hagan, Ph.D.
University of California Cooperative Extension

hese results drive from a 4-year turf-

type tall fescue variety trial con-

ducted at the University of California
Bay Area Research and Extension Center in
Santa Clara. The study was financially
supported by The Northern California Turf
and Landscape Council, Golf Course
Superintendent’s Association of Northern
California, and the University of California
Cooperative Extension. The National
Turfgrass Evaluations Program (NTEP)
contributed both financial support and all
grass seed.

The 131 varieties were planted in October,
1996 and rated monthly from 1997 through
2000 for overall quality (turfscore), as well
as for individual quality components such as
color, density, and texture. Seeding rate for
all varieties was 9 lbs/1000 ft2.

All plots were in full sun and mowed at 2
inches, with clippings returned, and were
fertilized with 4 pounds of nitrogen per 1000
ft2 per year. Annual fertilization consisted of
1-2 pounds of each of phosphorus and
potassium. Irrigation was based on 80%
reference ET (Evapotranspurition). No
dethatching, or disease and insect control
were practiced during the study. The
premergent herbicide oxadiazon (Ronstar G)
was applied each fall.

The accompanying Table gives combined 4-
year final results. Turfscores are averages of
the 48 monthly ratings based on a scale of 1-
9, with 9 representing the superior variety in
terms of overall quality. Varieties are ranked
in the Table from highest score to lowest. To
determine “statistically”™ significant differ-
ences between varieties, the LSD (Least
Significant Difference) must be used by
subtracting one variety’s turfscore from
another variety’s turfscore. Statistical
differences between 2 varieties occur when
this value is larger than the LSD value
provided at the bottom of the Table. For
example, given a LSD value of 0.4 for this

Above: 16th hole at Lake Merced GC. Below: 17th hole at Lake Merced GC

trial, the top 62 varieties are “statistically”
the same, although their turfscore varies
from 7.1-6.7.

Note: No part of this article and accompany-
ing Table may be reproduced in any form
without the author’s permission.

See Table on Page 9




The 7th hole at Lake Merced GC
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BEST" Fertilizer's state-of-the-art UMAXX™
technology keeps your turf in check by:

Prolonging nitrogen availability in soil
+ Providing optimum long-lasting color without excess growth
* Reducing the cost per unit of nitrogen
* Protecting against nitrogen loss from volatility, leaching and denitrification

Call or visit our Web site to locate the BEST
distributor nearest you

Phone (800) 992-6066

Web site: www.bestfertilizer.com

When Every
Square Inch Counts...

Andersons-

GOLF PRODUCTS
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Contact Your Andersons Territory Manager

Bob Miller
1-800-456-6401
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