Office Notes

By Barbara Mikel
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Survey questionnaire. Please fill it out and get it back to
the office. I get a LOT of calls for these from superinten-
dents. I also get calls from General Mangers and owners for
the information. The policy of the association is to circulate
YOUR Survey to you. If you want to share that information
with your Manager and or owners you have the ability to do
S0.

Dues renewal. Yes, it is that time again. Invoices are being
mailed. Please fill out the questionnaire and return it to the
office with your payment. If you feel more comfortable, fax
it to the office. It is important to get that information to us.
We do share classification information with GCSAA.
Having the correct Classification for superintendents may be
more important in the future, assuming the Professional
Development initiative is passed.

Update your PCA, CEU’s and PDU’s. I get lots of calls
this time of the year. We provide a sign up sheet at each
function where these continuing education and professional
development credits are available. The Superintendents
Institute is receiving .6 PDU’s. Don’t forget!

California Fairways second class mailing. We are
including a “check off box™ and a place for your signature in
an effort to establish a second class mailing classification for
the California Golf Course Superintendents Association
Magazine California Fairways. If you want to get that
magazine faster, please help the processing by checking the
box and signing the form.

Call your GCSAA Delegate and let him know your
position on PDI. The association board of directors is there
for your input. Take advantage of it!

Make your reservations for Casino Night accommodations.
Establish a NCGA Golf Index. This is a service provided
to GCSANC members free of charge. If you don’t have one
—— get one! Call the GCSANC office and I’ll take care of
the rest. The NCGA mails your card directly to you and you
get a “Blue Book™ with the membership. Their web site is
an absolutely great place for information on member clubs.
Fees, Superintendent name, PGA pro, course ratings, course
and cart fees, even directions to the course! (ncga.org)
MEMBER AWARDS I feel very strongly about this item.
Over the last ten years (yes, it’s been that long), I have
worked with all your officers and directors. You are served
most ably by a few. That’s the way with most groups. |
know there are times when you don’t agree on issues. So
what a dull place this would be if we did! The service
awards are a way of saying thanks. Not necessarily thanks
for your opinion or thanks for agreeing with me or thanks
for supporting my position. Awards simply recognize the
precious time a few take to service the association. You in
this organization are really blessed with the service of your
fellow superintendents. Take some time to fill out the
questionnaire provided last month and say thanks!

Future Trends cona
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less inputs than current
industry standards (water,
fertilizer, and pesticides).
Research is now being
conducted on different
turfgrasses to use in inten-
sively managed turf areas.
Plant collectors have scoured
the world trying to find plant
material that will stand up to
less-than-perfect growing
conditions. Some of the
species currently being
evaluated are: Seashore
paspalum, Supina bluegrass,
Idaho bentgrass, Kikuyu,
Serangoongrass, Tropical
carpetgrass and tufted
hairgrass.

. Environmental regulations.

There will come a time when
the application of fertilizers,
pesticides or other plant
health products will have to
comply with a nutrient or
pesticide management plan.
These plans will be based on
up-to-the minute soil test
results, on-the-spot disease
diagnosis or plant nutrition
sensor readings. The timing
and placement of these
nutrients/pesticides will
become an exact science.
Precise applications will
help to prevent nutrient
runoff and reduce useless
environmental exposures.
This will also lead to better
advances in sprayer/spreader
calibrations and multi-

functional, sensor-based spray
equipment. Another thing:
Don’t be surprised when

record keeping is required
prior to fertilizer applications.

Equipment will also come under
more environmental scrutiny.
Current political battles, like
the leaf blower ban, will
continue to generate plenty of
interest from industry and
environmental focus groups.
Emission and noise abatement
issues will probably start to
focus in on landscape equip-
ment. Undoubtedly, golf
course equipment will be
included in this greener and
cleaner campaign. The use of
quieter and more efficient
machinery is looming large on
the horizon.

Finally, these issues and many
others should be on the mind of
golf course superintendents. If
our industry does not have
solutions or start working on
solutions to these problems, the
politicians and die-hard environ-
mentalists will. I seriously
doubt the green industry will
like the outcome when others
start dictating future policies.

Failing to plan for the future
is planning to fail in the future.
This train of thought has never
been more appropriate as we
look to a new century of turf
management. /
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The Monterey Beach Hotel
2600 Sand Dunes Drive
Monterey California
Reservations: 831-394-3321

Wight

Friday,
December 8, 2000

Rooms are available Thursday, Friday, Saturday, ¢ Sunday
For the following rates:

Gardenside Single or Double Occupancy
Oceanside Single or Double Occupancy

$79.00 ++
$109.00++




