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— Committed to Responsible Turfgrass Management —

“Crenshaw a Fitting Winner of Old Tom Morris Award”

By: Bob Costa

CSAA Director Tommy D. Witt,
CGCS said it best. “The selection

of Ben Crenshaw, this year’s
recipient of the Old Tom Morris award has
raised the standards for future winners.”
Witt’s comments were made at the conclu-
sion of a press conference held prior to the
Gala 97 Celebration at the recently con-
cluded GCSAA Conference in Las Vegas.

In the soft spoken manner which has
earned him the name Gentle Ben, Crenshaw
spoke with passion and sincerity about the
game in which he has influenced as a
player, Historian, designer and agronomist.

His accomplishments as a professional
golfer are well documented, with his 1995
victory at Augusta perhaps serving as the
exclamation point of his storied career. In
spite of his legendary success on the links,
stories of birdie putts were not what those
in attendance came to hear. Rather the
questions he fielded for over an hour were
centered on golf course design and issues
affecting the game.

Crenshaw’s fascination with golf course
architecture came to life in 1986 when he
joined forces with architect Bill Coore, who
he praises. “Bill has a strong agronomic
background and as a result is sensitive to
the needs of the golf course superinten-
dent.” When asked what skills he brings to
the design team Crenshaw replied, “play-
ability and a style which is rooted in
timeless architecture, which is the best
guide.” Asked for his thoughts on the
increasing trend of touring pro’s participat-
ing in golf course design Crenshaw stated,
“It’s driven by economics. In many cases
the notoriety they receive is an injustice to
architects who have worked so hard.”

The Coore/Crenshaw partnership has
‘already made an impact in golf course

design. One of their projects, Sand Hills
Golf Club, was voted as the best new
private course for 1995 by Golf Digest. In
spite of their success, Crenshaw says two

Ben Crenshaw Old Tom Morris Recipient

projects is all they will consider per year.
“It’s important to fall in love with the
ground,” was the way he put it. “We like to
spend a considerable amount of time on a
project. Two projects a year allows us to do
that.”

As a professional golfer, with a career
spanning over 23 years, Crenshaw has
experienced first hand the dramatic changes
in equipment, most notably the advent of the
big driver. What impact has this had on a
new design and the playability of older
courses Crenshaw was asked? He drew
laughter from the crowd when he com-
mented, “Clubs now days resemble those
plastic sets for kids.” His thoughts quickly
turned serious when he said, “We are at a
critical redline for equipment.” In spite of
the threat some of the new equipment poses,
Crenshaw said he believes the character of
the ground keeps the game in check. “The
use of water can make it more of a shot
makers game.” When asked about alterna-
tive spikes Crenshaw was little more
evasive. “A well kept green is less prone to
spiking,” he said. “Turf variety and moisture

seem to be a big factor.” His personal
experience with alternative spikes seemed to
receive mixed reviews. His only comment
being, “I slipped once during a shot.” That
may have been his polite way of saying, I'm
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‘nol a fan.

GCSAA past president Bruce Williams,
CGCS, who together with Tommy Witt,
CGCS flanked Crenshaw at the podium
spoke, in his closing remarks, about the
vital role the USGA has played in agro-
nomic research. While acknowledging
Crenshaw’s personal involvement in
turfgrass research Williams wondered if
there was any collective effort planned by
the PGA Tour to fund research projects.
“None,” Crenshaw responded, although he
seemed to clearly agree with Williams that
it was important for allied associations to
work collectively to manage the future of
the game.

Crenshaw spoke repeatedly of his
admiration for old Tom Morris and how
honored he was to receive this award on
behalf of the GCSAA. Although wanting to
save many of his remarks for his acceptance
speech later that evening, Crenshaw praised
golf course superintendents, noting that
their efforts and contributions to the game
are often understated.

P

/

THRU THE 6'/7 EE/V

Santa Clara Host Site
For State Meeting

The Santa Clara Westin Hotel has been
selected as the site for California Golf
Course Superintendents Annual Meeting,
hosted by the GCSANC. This year’s
conference and golf tournament are sched-
uled for Sunday and Monday May 18th and
19th.

“Meeting Tomorrow’s Challenges” is the
theme for the educational program which
will feature a discussion on the unique
maintenance challenges at Santa Clara Golf
and Tennis, the host course for Monday’s
tournament.

Sunday’s schedule will be highlighted
with a BBQ dinner at the Savanah Channel
Vineyards located in the Saratoga foothills.
The dinner will feature Santa Maria tri-tip,
chicken, salads and more! To encourage
family participation, special meal rates will
be available for children and there is more
— pony rides. Details of the two day event
and registration forms should be available
by late March.

DANIELLE MARMAN
800/447-1840

WADE ALEXANDER
510/501-4628

Bentgrass, Blue-Rye and Hybrid Bermuda Sod
Washed, Sand-Based and Installation Available
Now LOCALLY grown
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Wes Hall
619-747-1662

HOWITRONEX PSI

Pumping Systems netting as well as blue and blye-rye blends. Installation available.
C-27 553999.
Alan E. Heath 800-637-8873 916-768-0132
NICKELS GOLF GROUP

Douglas Nickels

Supporter Listing

SCOTTS PROTURF
Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies Herbicides,
Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and turf disease testing.

Chuck Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep.

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC.

Providing quality irrigation design and consultation services
including bid document development, hydraulic analysis, and field

DELTA BLUEGRASS CO.

We now have Penncross and Dominant bent grass sod, available
washed or on sand. Also this year we have 100% ryegrass without

* Golf Course Architecture - master planning, restoration, new design
» Construction - general contracting, shaping, laser leveling
» Consulting - project management, undistrubed green core sampling
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Tom Brooks is the new superinten-
dent at the Presidio of San Francisco
Golf Course in San Francisco. Tom
was superintendent at the Kildare
Hotel & Country Club in Straffan,
Ireland, prior to his move. He is
returning to the U.S. after four years
in Ireland. He was the assistant at
Dayton Valley CC before leaving. The
Presidio Golf Course is an Arnold
Palmer managed golf facility. Tom is
replacing Terry McGuire who is the
regional superintendent for Palmer
Golf . . . Ed Thiele is alive and well
and is the golf course manager for the
Singapore Island Country Club in

Singapore . . . ..
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