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A Closer Look — Nor Cal's Barbara Mikel 
fy: Bob Costa 

Most of you know her 
from that familiar 
response, "Golf 

Course Superintendents this is 
Barbara," or perhaps you have 
seen and met her at monthly 
events, painstakingly handling 
the registration. She's Barbara 
Mikel, Executive Secretary, and 
stabilizing force of the 
GCSANC. She's served in that 
capacity since 1990 and it was a 

strange twist of fate that led her 
to our doorstep. 

It was June of 1990 when 
Barbara was first introduced to 
Jean LaDuc. The chance 
meeting occurred because 
Barbara's business, Easi Data 
Processing, maintained an office 
adjoining the GCSANC office in 
San Jose. "It so happens that the 
current Secretary had suddenly 
left," Barbara recalls. "As a 
result, Jean, who was serving as 
a Board Member at the time was 
making frequent trips to the 
office." When Jean shared her 
plight, Barbara offered to assist 
with some computer work on an 
interim basis. Before long she 
presented a formal proposal for 
her services to the Board, which 
they wisely accepted. The rest, 
to our benefit, is history. 

For a considerable time 
Barbara's work was behind the 
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scenes so to speak. She 
regularly attended Board of 
Directors meetings, as she still 
does, and quickly became 
aware of the needs and func-
tions of the Association. 
Barbara credits Cliff and Myrtle 
Wagoner and Jean Laduc for 
shortening the learning curve. 
"Their help was invaluable," 
she said. "They never failed to 
come to the rescue whenever I 
had a question." 

The position of Executive 
Secretary for an Association 
with over 500 members is much 
more complex than it may 
appear. Aside from the normal 
bookkeeping, accounting and 
reporting function of the 
business, there is a lot more 
required to keep an Association 
of this size running. In a given 
day Barbara may handle 
membership questions, ques-

tions from the public, job 
referrals, write her newsletter 
article, interface with Board 
Members, all of which makes 
for a non dull office environ-
ment. " Maybe that's what 
originally attracted me to the 
position," she said. "Being a 
Gemini, I like variety and this 
position has never failed to 
provide that." Preparing monthly 
meeting notices, mailings and 
handling reservations provide 
the most interesting part of the 
job for her, and attending the 
monthly meetings gives her the 
opportunity to do the two things 
she truly enjoys, flying and 
meeting the GCSANC mem-
bers. 

Her love for flying began out 
of necessity she told me. "In the 
early 70's I owned several 
outdoor advertising companies 
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Supporter Listing 
SCOTTS PROTURF 
Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies Herbicides, 
Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and turf disease testing. 
Chuck Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep. 510-791-8985 

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC. 
Providing quality irrigation design and consultation services 
including bid document development, hydraulic analysis, and 
field staking. 

510-939-3985 FAX 510-932-5671 

DELTA BLUEGRASS CO. 
We now have Penncross and Dominant bent grass sod, available 
washed or on sand. Also this year we have 100% ryegrass 
without netting as well as blue and blye-rye blends. Installation 
available. C-27 553999. 
Alan E. Heath 800-637-8873 916-768-0132 
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