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ost of you know her
from that familiar
response, “Golf

Course Superintendents this is
Barbara,” or perhaps you have
seen and met her at monthly
events, painstakingly handling
the registration. She’s Barbara
Mikel, Executive Secretary, and
stabilizing force of the
GCSANC. She’s served in that
capacity since 1990 and it was a
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A Closer Look — NorCal’s Barbara Mikel

strange twist of fate that led her
to our doorstep.

It was June of 1990 when
Barbara was first introduced to
Jean LaDuc. The chance
meeting occurred because
Barbara’s business, Easi Data
Processing, maintained an office
adjoining the GCSANC office in
San Jose. “It so happens that the
current Secretary had suddenly
left,” Barbara recalls. “As a
result, Jean, who was serving as
a Board Member at the time was
making frequent trips to the
office.” When Jean shared her
plight, Barbara offered to assist
with some computer work on an
interim basis. Before long she
presented a formal proposal for
her services to the Board, which
they wisely accepted. The rest,
to our benefit, is history.

For a considerable time
Barbara’s work was behind the

scenes so to speak. She
regularly attended Board of
Directors meetings, as she still
does, and quickly became
aware of the needs and func-
tions of the Association.
Barbara credits Cliff and Myrtle
Wagoner and Jean Laduc for
shortening the learning curve.
“Their help was invaluable,”
she said. “They never failed to
come to the rescue whenever I
had a question.”

The position of Executive
Secretary for an Association
with over 500 members is much
more complex than it may
appear. Aside from the normal
bookkeeping, accounting and
reporting function of the
business, there is a lot more
required to keep an Association
of this size running. In a given
day Barbara may handle
membership questions, ques-

tions from the public, job
referrals, write her newsletter
article, interface with Board
Members, all of which makes
for a non dull office environ-
ment. “ Maybe that’s what
originally attracted me to the
position,” she said. “Being a
Gemini, I like variety and this
position has never failed to
provide that.” Preparing monthly
meeting notices, mailings and
handling reservations provide
the most interesting part of the
job for her, and attending the
monthly meetings gives her the
opportunity to do the two things
she truly enjoys, flying and
meeting the GCSANC mem-
bers.

Her love for flying began out
of necessity she told me. “In the
early 70’s I owned several
outdoor advertising companies

See Barbara Mikel on page 4

Supporter Listing

Bentgrass, Blue-Rye and Hybrid Bermuda Sod
Washed, Sand-Based and Installation Available
Now LOCALLY grown

SCOTTS PROTURF

Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies Herbicides,
Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and turf disease testing.
Chuck Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep. 510-791-8985
DANIELLE MARMAN
800/447-1840
WADE ALEXANDER
510/501-4628

Pumping Systems

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC.

Providing quality irrigation design and consultation services
including bid document development, hydraulic analysis, and
field staking.
510-939-3985

WEST COAST

W TURF

FAX 510-932-5671

DELTA BLUEGRASS CO.

We now have Penncross and Dominant bent grass sod, available
washed or on sand. Also this year we have 100% ryegrass
without netting as well as blue and blye-rye blends. Installation
available. C-27 553999.

Industry Leaders in
Alan E. Heath

Quality, Service
and Innovation

800-637-8873 916-768-0132

Wes Hall Space Available

619-747-1662
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Water Everywhere And Not A Drop To Drink!

By: Mike Huck, Agronomist, Western Region

wish there was no reason to write on
Ilhis subject matter, but under the

circumstances I feel it is most appropri-
ate. The floods that have hit the north central
portion of California and the Reno/Tahoe
Nevada areas are truly a disaster. Many
people’s lives have been affected by this
unusual weather pattern with countless
dollars of damage and loss. Those of us
unaffected by the floods should all count our
blessings.

Golf courses will be cleaning up and
repairing damage for a long period of time
to follow. Direct kill of turf due to submer-
sion may not be too severe since most of the
flood water was very cold, the result of
snow melt. The amount of submersion
damage, however, will vary depending upon
the following six factors:

(1)  Turfgrass species

(2)  Total amount of time submerged

(3) Depth of the water

(4) Light intensity

(5) Physiological condition of the turf

(6) Temperature

There is also a real potential for problems
to develop from silt and soil deposits that
may not be realized until the stress of
summer arrives. A layer of fine particle soil
deposited over a sand putting green will seal
off the surface if not adequately cleaned.
Large deposits should first be removed by
shovel on greens and tees. Then I would
strongly recommend that contaminated
greens and tees be washed thoroughly to
remove any silt or soil before play com-
mences.

Large deposits of sand, silt and soil that

may be left behind on fairways and roughs
will require a lot of time and labor to
remove. A tractor with a grading box is the
best method to begin the process of remov-
ing the “bulk” of the material. Hosing
fairways clean after the bulk of the material
is mechanically removed is not practical.
Power bunker rakes and plow blades are
excellent for finishing the job without
causing too much damage to the turf. At the
very least enough of the soil must be
removed so that a majority of the grass
blades are exposed to sunlight.

These fine silt and soil particles can cause
problems in fairways where a layer is left
behind in the thatch. Irrigation becomes
difficult and localized dry spots often
surface. About all that can be done is to
aerate fairways often and pulverize the
cores. This will blend native soil with the
silt deposits and over time break up the
layers. Slicing fairways is a quick way to
open up problem dry spots as they develop.
During the coming summer slicing may
become a nonstop program in worst case
scenarios.

Replanting may be required of some areas
and at this time of year you may be forced
to use some grass varieties you would
normally not consider. Perennial ryegrass
will make a relatively quick, playable
fairway, but if your desire is to return to
bermudagrass, the transition may be painful
and slow. You may want to consider using a
fine fescue or redtop as a nurse crop and
then begin overseeding common
bermudagrass back into the stand when soil
temperatures begin to reach the mid-sixties.

These two grasses will not provide the
quality of fairway in the short term that
ryegrass will, but over the long run, the
bermudagrass will reestablish more rapidly
within either of these turfs.

Finally, communicate with your golfers
regarding what they can expect this coming
season and it would be a great idea to begin
this process now. If you feel posting this
article where golfers can read it would be
beneficial, please feel free to do so. Good
luck to all of you in your golf course
recovery efforts and one last thing, please
mark your calendars for our upcoming
regional conferences. »

Barbara Mikel (contd)

based in the San Fernando Valley and Bay
Area.” Tiring of the commute along high-
way 5, she decided to learn to fly her own
plane, and obtained her license in 1977. She
recalls one occasion when past Association
President, Brian Bagley flew with her to a
meeting in Napa. “Brian maintained total
composure until landing. That is when I
heard this long sigh. I don’t think he was
critiquing the landing, I think he was happy
to be on the ground again.”

Like Brian, who was grateful for a safe
landing, as an Association we too are
grateful for the many contributions and
professionalism Barbara has brought to our
Association. Through her guidance, dedica-
tion and direction we have been able to
assume a position of leadership within our
industry. Thank you, Barbara, and perhaps
we should thank fate as well. »

Tom Jackson
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Irrigation and Landscape Supplies

Serving The Golf Turf Professional

RAIN COMPANY

o

& Sprinklers 4 Seed & Sod ¢ Controllers & Valves
& Fertilizer & Drainage 4 PVC Pipe & Fittings
4 Chemicals 4 Tools 4 Landscape Lighting

Don Naumann

Ron Seibel
MENLO PARK SAN JOSE DUBLIN CONCORD LOOMIS
(415) 323-5161 (408) 287-7882 (510) 551-8383 (510) 825-3344 (916) 652-1020
MERCED FRESNO NAPA VACAVILLE
510 Salmar Avenue * Campbell, CA 95008 e i  pinmnd omsss (M
(408)374-4700 * (800) 827-TURF « Fax (408) 374-4773 Lo R
(916) 492-1000 (707) 584-7272 (800) 376-5600




