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New Research Locates Friendly Microbes 
he label on the bag 

^ ^ I says it contains 
JL Trichoderma, 

Gliocladium, Enterobacter, 
and Pseudomas. The 
question is, what do you do 
with it? 
Do you A) Haul it to a toxic 
waste dump, B) Use it to 
brew your herbal tea, 
C) Call your local witch 
doctor to report that you 
found his magic potion, 
D) Apply it to your greens, 
tees and fairways. Well, if 
you've attended the recent 
CGCSA Meeting in San 
Diego, then you know that 
those are the names of 
various beneficial soil 
microbes. Are these the 

future of golf course man-
agement? Maybe. Should we 
all run out and buy tons of 
these materials? Probably 
not yet, but the next genera-
tion of superintendents might 
be referring to these soil 
microbes just as casually as 
we refer to N, P, and K. 

Is this new technology? 
Definitely not. Is this new 
research? Definitely! Past 
generations of golf course 
superintendents applied 
many of these microbes to 
their golf courses without 
knowledge. These microbes, 
and many others are found in 
composted organic wastes. 
These composts were 
topdressed into the soils, and 

organic fertilizers were 
applied directly to the turf. 

This new research comes 
from the laboratories of Dr. 
Eric Nelson at Cornell 
University. They have 
isolated organisms that cause 
suppression of many of the 
soil borne parasitic fungi of 
Turfgrasses. They have also 
isolated microbes that aid in 
nitrogen breakdown and 
thatch reduction. 

Some of these materials 
are available commercially 
right now. You can bet that 
additional material will be 
available soon. One word of 
caution, however; Research. 
Check out the trade journals 
and other sources of research 

data. Look for independent 
university research that 
identifies specific microbes. 
Do your own research on 
nursery greens. Ask lots of 
questions. Do pesticides kill 
off beneficial microbes, and 
if so, which chemicals? 
Don't think that this is a cure 
all for all of your problems. 
There are no substitutes now, 
nor will there ever be, for 
good sound agronomic 
practices. This new research/ 
old technology is another 
tool for us to use in our 
overall management pro-
gram. 

SUPPORTER LISTING 
SCOTTS PROTURF 

Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies Herbi-
cides, Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and turf disease 
testing. 
Chick Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep 510-791-8985 

CALCIUM 
Pacific Pearl Oyster Shell - the most efficient calcium for 
the turfcare professional. Available from your fertilizer 
dealer. 

For technical assistance Call John Mazura 
Jerico Products, Inc. 707-762-7251 

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC,. INC, 
Providing quality irrigation design and consultation services 
including bid document development, hydraulic analysis, and 
field staking. 
510-939-3985 510-932-5671 FAX 

¿fl^ If you wish to place your Ad in Thru The Green 
contact Barbara Mikel at the GCSANC Office. Phone: 
(916) 626-0931 

Contra Costa 
Landscaping, Inc. 

27 Years - State License #263333 
All Aspects of Golf Construction 

Greens - Tees - Bunkers - Seeding - Hydroseeding 
Lakes - Pump Stations - Drainage 
Quality Work - Competitive Prices 

Jim Duhig (800) 498-7339 
(510) 229-1060 

Industry Leaders in 
Quality, Service 
and Innovation 

Wes Hall 
619-747-1662 


