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THAT LOOKS EASY 
Continued from page 5 
of fungicide. It's apparent at 

this point that the living room 
carpet is looking like a much 
better option and the conver-
sation usually dwindles to 
something like, "Really? That 
much for a mower, huh?" 

Another question I am 
often asked is "What kind of 
fertilizer should I use? Every 
time I fertilize, I burn my 
lawn." I explain that burning 
a lawn is not the result of the 
material you choose, but 
rather the application tech-
nique, or lack of it in this 
case, that results in the call to 
911. Most all fertilizers have 

the potential to burn because 
they are salts. To compensate 
for the salts contained in 
fertilizer, the lawn should be 
well watered prior to the 
fertilizer application, as well 
as after. It is equally impor-
tant that the material is ap-
plied evenly over the entire 
area. Too much fertilizer 
equals a high concentration of 
salts, and there is no amount 
of water that will put that fire 
out. "That's interesting," they 
say. "Salts, huh?" 

Then there's always the 
classic "How do I get rid of 
crabgrass in my lawn?" My 
response, of-course, is: 
"Well, it's likely not crab-

grass, but a warm season 
grass called kikuyu." I go on 
to explain that this is a variety 
that originated in Africa and 
was first used to stabilize the 
banks along the ocean. 
Kikuyu is very well adapted 
to the central coast and is 
virtually impossible to control 
once established. I suggest the 
most effective temporary 
control is to spray the entire 
area with Roundup, reseed or 
sod the area, and then count 
the days until it returns. A 
six-month calendar is usually 
all that is required. They 
mumble, "Africa, huh?" 

I guess the moral of sto-
ries like these, if there is one, 

is that nothing is ever as easy 
as it looks, even simple things 
like maintaining a putting 
green, fertilizing a lawn, and 
controlling crabgrass. Next 
question please. 

Wanted 
Sites for 

Future Meetings 
If you and your club 

are interested in hosting 
GCSANC at some time in 
the future, please call: 
Ken Schwark at Tony 
Lema, San Leandro Muni 
510/483-7149. 

SUPPORTER LISTING 

SCOTTS PROTURF 
Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies 
Herbicides, Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and 
turf disease testing 
Chuck Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep 510/791-8985 

PACIFIC PEARL OYSTER SHELL CALCIUM 
Ask your distributor about this most efficient calcium 
for turfcare professionals. It reacts fast, doesn't leach 
away and the residual covers your needs between 
applications. 
John Mazura 707/762-7251 

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC. 
Providing quality irrigation design and consultation 
services including bid document development, hydraulic 
analysis, and field staking. 
510/939-3985 510/932-5671 FAX 

Fertilizers • Irrigation Landscape Equipment 

J O H N DEMIIMG 
8 6 5 S W E E T S E R A V E N U E • N O V A T O , C A 9 4 9 4 5 

415 892-4680 

NOVATO • SACRAMENTO • SAN MATEO • SAN JOSE • SANTA ROSA • SHINGLE SPRINGS 

DUBLIN • PACHECO • MODESTO • SAN DIEGO • LAGUNA HILLS • ESCONDIDO • PALM DESERT 

Pacific Sod 
^California's Largest Selection 

of Cool and Warm Season Varieties 

Ray Freitas 1-800-692-8690 

Pacific 
Irrigation 
supply 


