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Improper Planting Kills Trees

The Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories, with the cooperation
of Bartlett IPM technicians and representatives in four different
areas, excavated 363 trees which were planted by landscape firms
within the past two years.

Of the trees surveyed, 93 percent were found to have excessive
soil on the root collar or be mulched too heavily. Sixteen percent
had materials against the trunk which were already starting to
girdle the tree.

It was determined that the major cause of tree mortality on
maintained landscapes could be the result of too deep or improper
planting. Often, this problem can be traced back to the nursery,
which piled soil against the trunk or transplanted too deeply. If the
landscape professional or maintenance personnel piled soil or
water-holding mulch against the trunk, the problem would be made
worse. Mulch should not touch more than one inch of the trunk
and, away from the trunk, depth should not exceed four inches.
Yearly additions should be made only to maintain this four inch
depth. Yearly removal and replacement defeats half the purpose of
using mulch.

Source: New Horizons, Wl. 3, No. 5, 1992
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ized by large, fairly flat
greens. Participants in
GCSAA’s championship will
play the West Course, a
6,613-yard, part-72 layout
with a slop of 126. Tim
Greenwald is the golf course
superintendent.

In anticipation of a large
number of participants, a fifth
course was added to

GCSAA’s 95 tournament
rotation. The Bayonet, de-
signed by Gen. Robert
McClure and located at Fort
Ord, is a 7,000-yard, par-72
layout with a slope of 132.
The military opened the
Bayonet and its companion
course on the base, The Black
Horse, to the public play last
year. Nick Moana is the golf
course superintendent.
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Tips from the USGA
Congratulations!
You Get to Keep Your Job...
For Another Year

by Paul Vermeulen
USGA Agronomist

Most of the people Paul and I have visited this season
have had a pretty good year overall. Despite some long
spells of hot weather, there was not any widespread turf
failure throughout the region. One course I visited seemed
to be having a pretty good year, and the green chairman
mentioned that everyone was pleased with the condition of
the golf course. Then he said, "I guess we can let our
superintendent keep his job for another year."

Although it was meant as a joke, this statement sent a
chill down my spine. It reminded me how uncertain the
superintendent’s job can be at times. In most professions,
good performance is rewarded with a promotion or pay
increase. For golf course superintendents, a successful
season is often attributed to good weather or luck. But,
lose two square feet of turf on a putting green and you may
be in jeopardy of losing your job. The pressure is tremen-
dous! I can’t think of any profession, other than coaching
professional sports, where the person hired to make the -
decisions is scrutinized and second-guessed more often.

This year, it has been disappointing to see the angry
faces of golfers, managers, and green chairmen along with
the worried look of superintendents wondering if they are
going to be fired because the bunkers are "too something”
or the greens are not fast enough. As a result, some people
in a position of authority feel that a new superintendent is
the answer - I think a new attitude is the answer! After a
long, stressful summer, it is important to remember that
golf is a GAME. Most golfers recognize this fact, yet there
is often a vocal minority that take golf too seriously and
derive a perverse sense of pleasure by threatening the

Continued on page 7

Blaine Boccignone
Sales/Client Representative
Certified Arborist No. 823

825 Mabury Road, San Jose, California 95133
Tel: (408) 453-5922 « FAX: (408)437-1817

ALR(B)OJR
CIAYR/E

a division of ENVIRONMENTAL CARE, INC.

ook + Plumbing
+ lIrrigation
+ Waterworks

“The Distributor of Choice”
Free Freight to GCSANC Members

(800) 987-4002 .

Dave Bingham - Manager - Member GCSANC




NOVEMBER 1994

INT MEETING

ontinued from page 1
slaughtered the "Nor Cals" in
the Ryder Cup Matches 23 to
13. The only highlight from
Nor Cal was Jeff Roberts
winning low gross with a
very good 74 over the diffi-
cult course. Dave Davies took
low net.

He Par'd Indiana

Floyd S. Rood tackled the
biggest course on record
when he played the entire
United States, coast to coast,
in 1963 and ’64. He teed off
in the Pacific surf and fin-
ished at the Atlantic shore
more than a year later. No
one knows what par was, but
Rood took 114,737 strokes to
cover nearly 3,400 miles.

USGA
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superintendent’s job. Mother
Nature rarely makes life too
easy for the superintendent
and problems can always be
anticipated somewhere on the
golf course. Threatening the
golf course superintendent
with his job will not change
this situation.

For superintendents, it is
important to keep things in
perspective and realize that
the majority of golfers appre-
ciate the condition of the golf
course, even though they may
not say it often enough.
Hopefully, more golfers will
come to realize that golf is
not only a GAME -- it’s also

the superintendent’s liveli-
hood.
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SUPPORTER LISTING

SCOTTS PROTURF
Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies
Herbicides, Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and turf
disease testing
Chuck Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep

510/791-8985

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC.
Providing quality irrigation design and consultation
services including bid document development, hydraulic
analysis, and field staking.

510/939-3985 510/932-5671 FAX

PACIFIC PEARL OYSTER SHELL CALCIUM
Ask your distributor about this most efficient calcium for
turfcare professionals. It reacts fast, doesn’t leach away
and the residual covers your needs between applications.
John Mazura 707/762-7251

(" BOETHING 1 GAL.TO 60" BOX SIZE
TREELAND ORNAMENTAL TREES
FARMS, INC. e

CONTRACT GROW trees and

shrubs for those large projects, and
to be sure of quality, size and savings.

TWO MAJOR LOCATIONS:

23475 Long Valley Rd. 2923 Alpine Road
: . ... . Woodland Hills, CA Portola Valley, CA
and Central California., 91367-6006 94028-7518
Northern Nevada, (818) 883-1222 (415) 851-4770
\uml the North West.  FAX (818) 712-6979 - FAX (415) 851-425&

Serving all of Northern

herbicides  insecticides » fertilizers » seed »
soil nutrients ¢ tree root barriers « spray &

safety equipment

Dave Barcel
Environmental Horticulturist

1-800-767-0719
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SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
QUALITY THRU SERVICE

1280 N. 10th Street » San Jose, CA 95112

Fertilizers » Irrigation * Landscape Equipment
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JOHN DEMING
865 SWEETSER AVENUE + NOVATO, CA 94945

415 892-4680

NOVATO + SACRAMENTO * SAN MATEO * SAN JOSE * SANTA ROSA * SHINGLE SPRINGS
DUBLIN * PACHECO * MODESTO * SAN DIEGO * LAGUNA HILLS * ESCONDIDO * PALM DESERT

Wiy Pacific Sod
= California’s Largest Selection

of Cool and Warm Season Varieties

1-800-692-8690

Ray Freitas






