
THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

JULY 1994 

THE MEETING PLACE 

Superintendent/Pro 
Tournament 
July 11, 1994 

Silver Creek Valley 
Golf Course 

Host Superintendent: 
Nick Checklenis 

he Course: 
Silver Creek Valley 
Golf Course is a 

iivate facility designed by 
Ted Robinson. The first nine 
holes opened in September 
1992; the second nine, in July 
1993. The developer is Shea 
Homes. Nick Checklenis, our 
host superintendent, came on 
board in September '92 when 
the first nine opened. He has 
completed several major 
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projects in his year and a half 
at Silver Creek, some of 
which were quite unique. For 
example, he is currently in 
the process of building a 
5,000 sq.ft. herb garden for 
the club chef and a wedding 
site by the $1 million 
waterfall on #18. There are 
only three holes that parallel 
each other on the course. The 
rest wrap around a mountain 
and the housing project. 
"Silver Creek looks more 
difficult than it is," Nick 
says, "play it straight." 

The Superintendent: Nick 
Checklenis has had an interest 
in the game of golf since he 
was a youngster. His 
grandfather is in the nursery 
business. These things helped 
to spawn his interest in 

making the golf industry his 
career. 

Nick's first job in the 
industry was at Sunnyvale 
Municipal when he was just 
out of high school. He then 
moved to the Los Altos 
Country Club. He learned 
much in his five years under 
Mike Simpson. While at Los 
Altos, he attended Foothill 
College at night and earned a 
two-year degree in 
Ornamental Horticulture. 
Working for Shea Homes has 
been rewarding. Nick feels 
they back him strongly, and 
they provide a good budget to 
maintain the course. 

A California native, Nick 
was raised in Sunnyvale. He 
has been a member of 
GCSANC and GCSAA since 
1987. He was recently 

married in Greece. 

Castlewood Hosts 2nd Annual 
Scholarship/Research Tournament 

The GCSANC Annual Scholarship/Research Tournament was 
held June 20th at Castlewood Country Club in Pleasanton. A brief 
meeting was held prior to lunch. Rich Lavine, Vice President, 
presented P.J. Spellman with a scholarship. P.J. is attending 
Rutgers University and is most deserving. Rich detailed the 
focused direction of our Scholarship Program, as he has spent 
numerous hours fine tuning it. 

Dr. Ali Harivandi summarized his research efforts based upon 
GCSANC's annual contribution to his research program. (See 
related article, page 2.) 

A tasty bar-b-que lunch was served prior to the blind draw 
scramble tournament. This format was fun, to say the least. (See 
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Scorecard 
June 20th 

Scholarship 
Tournament 

Castlewood CC 

1st Place Team 
Jim Duhig 
Mike Benham 
Manny Souza 
Juan De La Rosa 

2nd Place Team 
Jess Pifferini 
Dan McKay 
John Grant 
Pat Burgess 

2nd-To-The-Last 
Place Team 
Jim Karrick 
Jan Karrick 
Jack Earl 
Ray Story 
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page 1 for results). The golf 
course was in great shape and 
a challenge with its difficult 
sloping lies up on the Hill 
Course. Since the tournament 
format was so fun, the Tour-
nament Committee decided to 
add some fun to the prizes as 
well. Instead of awarding 
prizes to the top three, as 
usual, prizes were given to 
the teams coming in first, 
second and second to the last. 
When asked why second to 
the last, President Randy Gai, 
CGCS, stated, "Anyone can 
putz around and take last 
place, but coming in second 

to the last takes real determi-
nation. " 

Over $1000 was earned 
for the Scholarship and Re-
search Fund. Many thanks to 
Blake Swint and the staff at 
Castlewood Country Club for 
hosting a fun, worthwhile 
outing. 

Special thanks to the Tournament Sponsors 
West Star Distributing, Mike Ligon; Contra Costa Land-
scaping, Jim Duhig; I.S.C. Group, Inc., John Blevens; 
Pacific Sod, Bill Tavener; Tony's Turf Equipment Repair, 
Tony Alves; Western Farm Services, Inc., Emil Yappert; 
The Scott Company, Chuck DalPbzzo; Brown Sand, Inc., 
Tim Smith; Club Car, Rob Scafe; Vigoro Industries Par Ex, 
Ibsen Dow; Country Club Sales, Steve Kent; Prescription 
Turf and Ornamental, Tim Ahrens, Ph.D; Hayward Area 
Recreation and Park District, Luther A. Critzer, GM; 
Ciardella Garden Supply, Inc., Bob Budelli; J.R. Simplot/ 
Best, Steve Franzen; Shelton Transfer Service, Matt Moore; 
Automatic Rain Co, Mike Ravel; American Irrigation and 
Environmental Service, Dave Tanner; Christensen Irrigation 
Co, Inc., W. Jack Christensen; NAIAD Co, Jim Karrick; 
Sierra Pacific Turf Supply, Inc., Don Naumann/Tom Jack-
son; Ironite Products, Roy Frederickson; R.V. Cloud Irriga-
tion, Dave Bingham. 

SUPPORTER LISTING 

A SCOTTS PROTURF 
^ fe r t i l i z e r s - Poly S and new Triaform technologies 

Herbicides, Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and 
turf disease testing 
Chuck Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep 510/791-8985 

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC. 
Providing quality irrigation design and consultation 
services including bid document development, hydraulic 
analysis, and field staking. 
510/939-3985 510/932-5671 FAX 

CALCIUM 
Pacific Pearl Oyster Shell - the most efficient calcium 
for turfcare pros. Available from your fertilizer dealer. 

For technical assistance call John Mazura 
Jerico Products, Inc. 707/762-7251 

MEDALIST AMERICA SEED 
Complete line of turfgrass seed - Blue, Bent, Rye, Fes-
cue, Bermuda. Highlights: Triple-A, Fults, Medalist 
Gold, Sundevil, Premium Sod, Putter, Amigo 

Blends are our specialty! 
Mike Tentis 800/742-0463 

GIL CHANCE 
6500 ELVAS AVE. • SACRAMENTO, CA 95819 

9 1 6 - 4 5 2 - 8 0 4 1 
NOVATO • SACRAMENTO • SAN MATEO • SAN JOSE • SANTA ROSA • SHJNGLE SPRINGS 

DUBLIN • PACHECO • MODESTO • SAN DIEGO • LAGUNA HILLS • ESCONDIDO 

Fertilizers • Irrigation • Landscape Equipment 

SPRINKLER 
IRRIGATION 
SPECIALISTS 
INC. 

Ray Freitas 1-800-692-8690 

Pacific Sod 
^ ^ ^ ^ C a l i f o r n i a ' s Largest Selection 

of Cool and Warm Season Varieties 




