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Wr i t ing award 
Continued from page 2 
for Thru The Green.The 
Board of Directors decided 
that you might need some 
incentive to write this article, 
so we have established an 
annual award, along with a 
substantial cash prize, for the 
best article written, submitted 
and published in the newslet-
ter each year. 
The deadline for each issue 

is the 14th of the preceding 
month. Simply fax or mail 
your article to our office or 
the publisher's office prior to 
that date. The addresses are 
listed on the inside of the 
front cover. Then, sit back 
and wait for your prize to 
come! 

1995 GCSAA 
Tournament to be 
Held in Bay Area 

Poppy Hills and Laguna 
Seca have confirmed as two 
of the golf courses on which 
the '95 GCSAA tournament 
will be held. Olympic Club, 
San Francisco CC, Half 
Moon Bay and Crystal 
Springs are also under con-
sideration. CGCSA has in-
formed national that we pre-
fer the tournament stay in the 
San Francisco Bay area. Con-
firmation of all five courses is 
expected by the end of the 
month. 

Western Farm 
Offers Scholarship 

Money 
Rhone-POulenc and Western 

Farm Service are soliciting 
^ ^ r assistance in gathering 
^mformation concerning pesti-

cide usage in the state. 
In exchange for 75 % of our 

class A and B members fill-
ing out a brief survey, West-
ern Farm Service has prom-
ised a donation of $2,000 to 
the GCSANC Scholarship 
Fund. Additionally, each 
member who returns a survey 
will have the opportunity to 
have their registration to the 
Institute paid for them. 
Once compiled, the informa-
tion will be made available to 
GCSANC for publication in 
the newsletter. The Board of 
Directors requests that every 
class A and B member par-
ticipate in this program. 
Note: GCSANC's participation in this 
program in no way endorses any 
particular product or company. 

Institute Plans 
Complete 

Plans for the 4th Annual 
Superintendent's Educational 
Institute have been finalized. 
This year's Institute will be 
held at the Doubletree Hotel 
in Santa Rosa. The golf tour-
nament following the Institute 
is at Fountaingrove Resort 
and Country Club. Speakers 
will be Ali Harivandi, Don 
Waddington and Fred Bliss. 
Joe Davis will lead the first 
afternoon's seminar and 
CDFA hours will be offered. 
About 100 are expected to 
attend. Watch your mail for 
more information. 
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Tips from the USGA 
Summer Salt Accumulations 

by Fat Gross, 
USGA Green Section 

It has been a relatively 
mild summer so far, how-
ever, in our travels, we 
have noticed that many 
courses are still fighting 
stress-related problems on 
greens due to excessive salt 
accumulation. This is not 
surprising, since the pota-
ble and effluent water in 
the western US tends to be 
relatively high in salt. Salts 
reduce the ability of the 
plant to use water and can 
produce drought stress 
symptoms and necrosis. 

Excess salt accumulation 
also seems to be one of the 
major contributing factors 
to the development of such 
diseases as anthracnose 
(Colletotrichum qramini-
cola) and summer patch 
(Magnaporthe poae). The 
stress induced by salt accu-
mulation predisposes the 
plant to infection by these 
diseases. 

Since there is no eco-
nomical way to remove 
salts from the water 
source, the best approach 
is to implement manage-
ment strategies to reduce 
the negative effects of this 
common constituent of our 
irrigation water. 

Improve drainage. 
Salt accumulation is 

more severe on poorly 
drained greens. Core aera-
tion or solid tine aeration 
during the summer using 
1/4" to 3/8" tines will 

provide avenues in the soil 
for the flushing of salts. 
This may be necessary as 
often as once per month 
during the summer. 

Monitor salt 
levels regularly. 

You may wish to moni-
tor a few "indicator" 
greens on your golf course 
on a weekly basis through 
the use of a portable elec-
troconductivity meter (E.C. 
meter). These readings 
may not correlate directly 
with semiannual soil test 
reports, but they can give 
you an indication of when 
it is necessary to leach 
greens. A reading of 1.0 
mmhos./cm for bent/poa 
greens is a good point to 
begin leaching operations. 

Leaching. 
Leaching is the applica-

tion of water over and 
above normal irrigation re-
quirements to move salts 
out of the root zone. This 
is best accomplished imme-
diately following aeration 
by scheduling repeat irriga-
tion cycles for a period of 
4 to 6 hours. If your irri-
gation system does not 
have this capability, setting 
a low precipitation rate 
sprinkler on the green 
throughout the night can 
accomplish the same re-
sults. Just giving the greens 
an extra 20 minute cycle is 
not effective to leach salts 
out of the root zone. 
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