
THANKSGIVING DAY 

W h a t was t h e first 
T h a n k s g i v i n g r e a l l y like? 
S u r p r i s i n g l y it w a s v e r y 
d i f f e r e n t from t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l T h a n k s g i v i n g w e 
c e l e b r a t e this m o n t h . 

H i s t o r y t e l l s us that the 
o r i g i n a l c e l e b r a t i o n l a s t e d 
t h r e e d a y s . t h e a c t u a l 
d a t e s of t h e f e s t i v a l w e r e 
n e v e r r e c o r d e d , b u t 
h i s t o r i a n s feel that t h e 
first T h a n k s g i v i n g w a s 
c e l e b r a t e d in O c t o b e r 
r a t h e r than N o v e m b e r . 

It w a s an o u t d o o r event 
c e l e b r a t e d d u r i n g one of 
N e w E n g l a n d ' s m i l d I n d i a n 
S u m m e r s . T h e r e w e r e 
s p o r t i n g e v e n t s a n d o t h e r 
r e c r e a t i o n b e t w e e n m e a l s . 

B e c a u s e of t h e l e n g t h or 
t h e feast t h e r e w a s a g r e a t 
v a r i e t y of foods in t h e 
m e a l s . T u r k e y w a s not 
s p e c i f i c a l l y m e n t i o n e d in 
t h e feast r e c o r d s , t h o u g h 
t h e y d i d s e r v e a g r e a t d e a l 
of fowl w h i c h w o u l d h a v e 
i n c l u d e d t u r k e y s a l o n g w i t h 
r o a s t d u c k a n d g o o s e . T h e 
m a i n m e a t d i s h h o w e v e r , w a s 
v e n i s o n . O t h e r m e a t s m a y 
h a v e i n c l u d e d s t r i p e d b a s s , 
c o d , c l a m s , a n d o t h e r 
s h e l l f i s h . New a n d O l d 
W o r l d v e g e t a b l e s such as 
b e a n s , p u m p k i n s , s q u a s h , 
t u r n i p s , b a r l e y , o n i o n s a n d 
r o a s t e d c o l o r f u l i n d i a n 
c o r n g r a c e d t h e feast as 
w e l l . T h e w h i t e b r e a d t h e y 
s e r v e d c o n s i s t e d of 
l e f t o v e r ship b i s c u i t s (and 

b u t t e r ) from the M a y f l o w e r . 
T h e d a r k b r e a d was m a d e 
from c o r n m e a l , b a r l e y , a n d 
r y e f l o u r . D e s s e r t 
c o n s i s t e d of w i l d fruits 
such as p l u m s a n d a v a r i e t y 
of d r i e d b e r r i e s (not 
i n c l u d i n g c r a n b e r r i e s ) . 
T h e r e is a l s o a c h a n c e that 
h a s t y p u d d i n g or I n d i a n 
p u d d i n g m a d e from c o r n m e a l 
m i g h t a l s o h a v e b e e n 
s e r v e d . P u m p k i n p i e h a d not 
y e t b e e n i n v e n t e d . T h e only 
p i e s m a d e at the t i m e w e r e 
E n g l i s h - s t y l e m e a t p i e s . 

T h e c e l e b r a t i o n w a s such 
a g r e a t s u c c e s s , that it 
w a s h e l d a g a i n in 
s u b s e q u e n t y e a r s . T h e 
t r a d i t i o n s p r e a d a n d w a s 
c a r r i e d on s p o r a d i c a l l y 
u n t i l 1863 w h e n P r e s i d e n t 
L i n c o l n d e s i g n a t e d a 
n a t i o n a l T h a n k s g i v i n g Day 
as a r e s u l t of u r g i n g s 
b e g u n t h o u g h the L a d i e s 
M a g a z i n e of w h i c h M r s . 
Sarah J . H a l e w a s e d i t o r in 
1 8 2 7 . 

She b e g a n to p u s h for a 
u n i f o r m day t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y for t h e e x p r e s s i o n 
of t h a n k s for the b l e s s i n g s 
of the y e a r . Her a g i t a t i o n 
c o n t i n u e d in a d u s u l t o r y 
m a n n e r u n t i l the L a d i e s 
M a g a z i n e w a s c o n s o l i d a t e d 
w i t h G o d e y ' s L a d y B o o k in 
P h i l a d e l p h i a . As e d i t o r she 
w r o t e e d i t o r i a l s r e p e a t e d l y 
in s u p p o r t of her p l a n . She 
w r o t e p e r s o n a l l e t t e r s to 
t h e g o v e r n o r s of all t h e 



s t a t e s a n d to t h e 
P r e s i d e n t . 

On O c t o b e r 3 , 1 8 6 3 , 
P r e s i d e n t L i n c o l n i s s u e d 
t h e first n a t i o n a l 
T h a n k s g i v i n g P r o c l a m a t i o n 
s e t t i n g a p a r t t h e last 
T h u r s d a y in N o v e m b e r as t h e 
day to b e o b s e r v e d . A 
p o r t i o n of t h i s 
p r o c l a m a t i o n r e a d s : 

" T h e y e a r t h a t is d r a w i n g 
t o w a r d s its c l o s e has b e e n 
f i l l e d w i t h t h e b l e s s i n g s 
of f r u i t f u l f i e l d s a n d 
h e a l t h f u l s k i e s . To t h e s e 
b o u n t i e s , w h i c h a r e so 
c o n s t a n t l y e n j o y e d that w e 
a r e p r o n e to f o r g e t the 
s o u r c e from w h i c h t h e y 
c o m e , o t h e r s h a v e b e e n 
a d d e d , w h i c h a r e of so 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y a n a t u r e that 
they c a n n o t fail to 
p e n e t r a t e a n d s o f t e n t h e 
h e a r t is h a b i t u a l l y 
i n s e n s i b l e to t h e ever 
w a t c h f u l p r o v i d e n c e of 
a l m i g h t y G o d . 

T H A N K S G I V I N G . . . t h e oldest 
a n d d i s t i n c t i v e l y A m e r i c a n 
h o l i d a y that w e c e l e b r a t e ! 

G I V E T H A N K S ¡ 1 
c o m p i l e d b y an m e m b e r . 

T h e N o v e m b e r i s s u e of 

G o l f D i g e s t a n n o u n c e d t h e 

b i e n n i a l r a n k i n g s of 

A m e r i c a ' s 100 g r e a t e s t 

g o l f c o u r s e s . Of 

i n t e r e s t to us is the 

fact that in t h e c o u r s e 

c o n d i t i o n i n g c a t e g o r y , w e 

h a d t w o of our m e m b e r s 

h o n o r e d in t h e first t e n . 

# 5 - M a n u a l C a r d o z a 

(Cypress P o i n t C l u b ) a n d 

# 9 - B o b K l i n e s t e k e r (San 

F r a n c i s c o G C ) . 

In t h e o v e r a l l 

s e l e c t i o n s our c h a p t e r 

m e m b e r s m a i n t a i n four of 

t h e t o p n i n e t e e n c o u r s e s 

in t h e c o u n t r y . L a r r y 

N o r m a n (Pebble B e a c h G o l f 

L i n k s ) a n d J o h n F l e m i n g 

(Olympic C l u b ) . S o m e t h i n g 

to b e p r o u d o f . 
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