government briefs

FEDERAL TAX legislation which became effective January 1 contains some re-
strictive new provisions that could affect golf course superintendents and
others in the industry - especially with regard to business automobiles,

For one thing, strict rules for record keeping are now in force. Drivers
must keep logs detailing each trip's date, mileage and business purpose and
certify to the Internal Revenue Service that they are keeping the logs up to
date during the year.

Deductions for business cars that were purchased after June 18, 1984, are
now limited to $4,000 for the first year and $6,000 for subsequent years.
Depreciation must be taken in installments over as many years as necessary
to reduce the car's basis to zero. This means more expensive cars will take
longer to write off.

Also, the first year investment tax credit - previously 6 percent of the cost
of the car - now is limited to $1,000. And drivers who use their cars for
business purposes half the time or less will get no investment tax credit.

Provisions now also allow the federal government to recapture both investment
credit and depreciation when car buyers at first expect to use their cars for
business more than half the time - but then don't.

To prevent circumventing the new legislation by leasing instead of buying
cars, IRS is issuing regulations designed to limit the amount of lease pay-

ment that is deductible.

(government news continued on following page)
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gov't news cont.

WIDESPREAD GROUNDWATER problems have
prompted three California congress-
men to petition EPA administrator
William Ruckelshaus requesting that
the entire Santa Clara Valley, which
includes the cities of San Jose and
Santa Clara, be listed on the Super-
fund national priorities list.

Ten to 15 sites in the Santa Clara
Valley are already under consideration
for the upcoming NPL update. The
congressmen said over 120 toxic waste
leaks have been identified in the area
and a site-specific approach is in-
effective, considering the difficulty
in source identification.

* (Both articles from Golf Course
Management)
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GCSA of Northern California.

GCSAA officers took time out from their busy Executive Committee meeting agenda in San
Francisco to meet with some of the golf industry leadership in Northern California. From left:
David Craves, president, H.V. Carter Co. (Jacobsen Distributor); Riley L. Stottern, CGCS,
Secretary-Treasurer, GCSAA; Gene D. Baston, CGCS, Vice-President, GCSAA; Jim Timmer-
man, CGCS, President, GCSAA; Mike Clark, President, GCSA of Northern California; Gene
Warne, President & CEQ Westoro (Toro Distributor); Ron Reed, Western Director, USGA
Regional Affairs; John M. Schilling, Executive Director, GCSAA; Ken Sakai, President-Elect,




