
C A L I F O R N I A G O L F C O U R S E S U P E R I N T E N D E N T S A S S O C I A T I O N M E E T I N G 

C G C S A ' s annual meet ing was held M a y 16 and 17 at the San Luis Bay Inn , Av i la 
Beach. A b o u t 5 0 super intendents f r o m the ent i re state a t tended , most w i t h wives 
or f r iends as wel l . A l G laze and M i k e M c C r a w , of the Centra l Cal Assoc., p rov ided 
an exce l lent program and, as usual, the staff at the Inn t o o k good care of all of us. 
Those are some very nice people up there. 

I t p r o b a b l y hasn't been made very clear in the past, bu t C G C S A is an actual state-
w i d e association of the golf course super intendents in Ca l i forn ia , and all our A & B 
members of G C S A S C are also m e m b e r s of C G C S A . Y o u d o n ' t pay any dues and 
d o n ' t e lect board members because the board is made up of members a p p o i n t e d t o 
serve f r o m each regional association. O u r representatives t o C G C S A ' s board are 
M i k e Heacock and Reed Y e n n y , w i t h Bil l Gallegos as our a l ternate . Each regional 
association has t w o members on the state board. 

C G C S A is a descendant of the o ld F e d e r a t i o n of Cal i f . Supt . Associat ions, w h i c h 
f o u n d e r e d some years ago on the rocks of personal i ty conf l ic t . We ' re t r y i n g very 
hard t o avoid t h a t sort of mistake this t i m e , and so far so good. 

T h e r e are any n u m b e r of reasons w h y a s ta tewide association makes sense, no t the 
least of w h i c h is t o bet ter represent the golf course ma in tenance and const ruc t ion 
industry in our m a n y dealings w i t h Ca l i forn ia regulatory agencies. A n o t h e r promi -
nent goal of the Associat ion is t o give Ca l i forn ia some m o r e leverage w i t h the G o l f 
Course Super in tendents Associat ion of A m e r i c a : the Ca l i forn ia chapter w o u l d be 
one of the vary largest vot ing blocks t o par t ic ipate in G C S A A ' s annual elections." 
Having t h a t vot ing strength encourages the of f icers and candidates of G C S A A to 
consider our p o i n t o f v iew in mat ters a f fec t ing us, w h i c h t h e y have always been at 
l iber ty t o disregard in the past. Th is doesn' t necessarily mean w e are a b o u t t o 
" r e f o r m " G C S A A , or seize cont ro l , or a n y t h i n g else - s imply t h a t w e can n o w 
a t t rac t some of f ic ia l interest in our p o i n t of v iew. 

In the last t w o nat ional elect ions the state vo ted as a b lock. A l l the votes f r o m the 
f ive Ca l i fo rn ia regional chapters were cast by one delegate, w h o was selected by 
means of a caucus of the vot ing delegates and alternates f r o m each chapter . In the 
n e x t e lect ion , w e ant ic ipate t h a t the Ca l i forn ia Associat ion wi l l carry all our votes 
as a vot ing chapter of G C S A A , w h i c h it cu r ren t l y is not . W e need a cur rent , f o r m a l 
set of by laws and f o r m a l a f f i l i a t ion w i t h G C S A A in order t o m a k e the Ca l i forn ia 
Associa t ion a vot ing chapter . As a f i rst step in accompl ishing t h a t goal, C G C S A ' s 
board agreed at Av i l a Beach t o f o r m a l l y organize w i t h off icers, create such bylaws 
as m a y be necessary, and apply for a f f i l i a t ion w i t h G C S A A . A p p r o v a l of this move 
is still required f r o m each of the regional association boards - if y o u oppose the 
idea, let y o u r board members of G C S A S C k n o w a b o u t it. 

T h e of f icers elected at Av i la Beach were: 

President: M i k e Heacock , G C S A S C 
V i c e President: B o b F o r d , G C S A of N o r t h e r n Ca l i forn ia 
Secre tary : M i k e M c C r a w , Centra l Ca l i forn ia G C S A 
Treasurer : Bill Baker , San Diego G C S A 



T h e president a p p o i n t e d a by laws c o m m i t t e e consisting of f o u r members , w h o wi l l 
repor t t o the fu l l board of C G C S A at its n e x t meet ing A u g u s t 1, 1 9 8 2 . A p p l i -
ca t ion fo r a f f i l i a t ion as a vo t ing chapter in G C S A A wi l l be made ear ly in the fall if 
approvals f r o m the regional chapters are secured as expected . I f no t , the general 
meet ings of the state association wi l l con t inue t o be held , as t h e y have been very 
successful, and we ' l l c o n t i n u e t o vote in G C S A A elect ions as an in fo rma l b lock 
unless t h a t pract ice is successfully chal lenged by some o ther state or regional 
association. 

As ide f r o m the " p o l i t i c s " , there was an outstanding educat ional meet ing f o r the 
members in a t tendance at Av i l a Beach. B o t h sides of the Peripheral Canal quest ion 
were reqpresented by speakers; Jerry Peppin of In te rna t iona l Seed Co. gave a 
c o m p l e t e presentat ion on grass seed growing and processing in O r e g o n ; and a Cal 
Poly S L O soils professor gave an interest ing ta lk on soil and wa te r prob lems t h a t 
appl ied t o m a n y of us. Capping the day was the incredible " S a n t a Mar ia S ty le 
B a r - B - Q u e " on the pat io over look ing the bay. I f you 've never had Santa Mar ia 
S t y l e Bar -B-Que, be sure no t t o die unt i l y o u d o . . . you 've missed a real t reat . 
T h e secret is real oak smoke , w h i c h smoe of our members in the San F e r n a n d o 
V a l l e y m igh t be able t o dupl icate . 

N e x t year's meet ing wi l l be a Singing Hil ls C o u n t r y C l u b in El Ca jon , rather than at 
San Luis Bay Inn. A f t e r three years at the Inn , A l Glaze fe l t someone else was 
en t i t l ed t o the f u n of p u t t i n g this meet ing on, and Dave F l e m i n g graciously accepted 
the honors. Put i t on y o u r calendar for the end of M a y , 1 9 8 3 . I t 's y o u r association. 

The above article was written by Editor Mike Heacock of the Divot News 
Golf Course Superitendents Association of Southern California 

Tim Sedgley adds that Jim Ross and Bob Ford are GCSA of Northern California 
representatives. There will be a special by-laws meeting on August 1 at 
10:00 a.m. at Los Altos Golf & Country Club, Los Altos 
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