Industry News

EFFECTS OF CULTURAL PRACTICES ON EXISTING SCHOOL FIELDS

Dol Turf Spearheads Field Research

BOND HEAD, ON. The Simcoe County Dis-
trict School Board, with trial partners
Dol Turf Restoration, DCS Agronomics,
Sports Turf International, Agrium and
Vanden Bussche lIrrigation, have begun
a two year study on the effects of spe-
cific cultural practices and slow release
nitrogen products on two existing high
school sportsfields.
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High school fields take a tremendous,
season-long pounding, and with limited
budgets school boards have a difficult
challenge maintaining safe and play-
able sports fields. With the help of Dol
Turf Restoration and DCS Agronomics,
a series of trials using different aeration
methods and fertility regimes will be ap-
plied to a brand new field (engineered by
MMM Group) as well as an older, more
established field. All of the field work is
being supplied by Dol Turf Restoration,
with base line and data analysis by Dave
Smith of DCS Agronomics.

The results will be monitored and
tracked by state-of-the-art GPS mapping

and plant health monitoring systems as
well as through visual evaluations. Water
usage will be tracked using both weather
station and field sensor techniques,
with the equipment supplied by Vanden
Bussche Irrigation.

Fertility is a critical component to
maintaining healthy turf under intense
pressure. Several different slow release
nitrogen products will be monitored for
longevity, turf health and aggressiveness.
Agrium is supplying several different
nitrogen products for the trials.

Over a two year period, different aera-
tion methods such as deep tining, tradi-
tional coring, shattertine and solid tine
treatments will be used on randomized,
three replication plots. Demonstration
areas have also been set up to show the
effects of practices such as verticutting
and organic amendments.

The end goal is to identify the most ef-
fective methods and product applications
for a school field environment, which
will aid the Simcoe Board to develop the
best sports field maintenance specifica-
tions for their schools. It is anticipated
that results will be presented in 2012.
For further information, contact Ken
Pavely (kpavely@dolturf.com) or Gord Dol
(gdol@dolturf.com) at Dol Turf Restora-
tion, 1-800-794-9664. Visit them online

YOUR ASSOCIATION

YOU'VE PROBABLY NOTICED... WE'RE
THREE ISSUES INTO THE NEW FULL
COLOUR SPORTS TURF MANAGER!

We keep professionals updated on
leading research, STA programs and
activities, and industry information and
coming events. Because of its highly
specific turf-related readership base,
Sports Turf Manager has proven to be a
successful venue for industry advertis-
ers. For more information, contact Lee

at the STA office.

STA MEMBERSHIP PLAQUES

Display membership plaques are avail-
able in executive engraved walnut for
$50 plus S&H and HST. To order,
contact Lee at the STA office.

TURF TRADES EMPLOYMENT ADS

Are you advertising a position or job
searching? Visit us online at www.
sportsturfassociation.comandclick on
“Turf Trades.” Cost is $75 plus HST
for STA members fora 2-month listing.

STM EDITORIAL CONTENT
Opinions expressed in articles
published in the “Sports Turf Man-
ager” are those of the author and
not necessarily those of the STA.

ZANDER

SOD CO. LIMITED

at www.dolturf.com.
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Suppliers of Top Quality Turf Products for over 50 years

-.fOr an
easy way to
denser turf.

100 Union Street, Elmira, Ontario, Canada N3B 2Z2
1-877-467-3478 » www.reistindustries.com

and get
it RIGHT!

No. 1 Kentucky Bluegrass * Bentgrass * Extreme Fescue
Large and small rolls * Custom grown sod available

(877) 727-2100  (416) 364-5700

www.zandersod.com
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