Ontario Turfgrass Industry
Economic Profile Resulis Are In

he Ontario Turfgrass Research Foun-
dation (www.otrf.ca) has released a
detailed report of the economic size
of the Ontario turfgrass industry in-
corporating data collected from the sports
turf industry. This commissioned study
measures the scale and the breadth of the
industry both in physical terms (acreage,
employment) as well as in economic terms
(gross revenue, expenditures on operating
and equipment). The Ontario turgrass in-
dustry consists of diverse segments, such

Operating expenses well exceeded equip-
ment expenditures with payroll of $129
million topping the largest expenditure
item. The area of maintained turfgrass by
municipalities has doubled in the last 25
years with an estimated 93,000 acres of
turfgrass in municipalities of over 5,000
residents. To maintain these parks and
fields, approximately 73,000 full and sea-
sonal workers were employed in the sur-
veyed year of 2007. Overall, the completed
economic study shows that the financial

According to the 2007 Economic Profile of the Ontario Turfgrass Industry:
The Ontario turfgrass industry maintained 390,000 acres of turfgrass in

2007 while generating $2.6 billion in revenue to the economy. The in-
dustry also provided 33,000 full time jobs while spending an additional

$1.75 billion on operating and equipment expenditures.

as golf courses, municipal parks and sports
fields, sod farms, and lawn care compa-
nies. Surveyed industry professionals and
selected turfgrass industry segments,
along with other data sources, provided
an in-depth analysis of the value of On-
tario turfgrass industry. The results of this
study emphasize its importance to the
economy of Ontario.

What does this economic study mean to
the sports turf industry? Survey results re-
veal that turfgrass from sports fields to
parkland contributes significantly to the
overall turfgrass economy. Municipal ex-
penditures associated with maintaining
turfgrass totaled over $205 million in 2007.

value of turfgrass in sports fields and mu-
nicipal parks is significantly increasing and
providing Ontario with increased employ-
ment and revenue.

Strategic growth is expected in all in-
dustry segments with population growth,
urbanization and retirement trends to ben-
efit the industry over the next five to ten
years. The report indicates that some of
the impediments to industry growth in-
clude water use policies, cost of labour and
availability of qualified labour. ¢

George Morris Centre Economist: “This
well researched study provides a defen-
sible and conservative measure of the On-
tario turfgrass segment.”

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to the STA!

Jeff Moak
SGLC Property Services, Ajax, ON

Francois Hebert
DSSS Design Solutions
for Sports Surfaces, Montreal, QC

Rob Sarson
University of Toronto (Scarborough)
Scarborough, ON

Jason Inwood
City of Vaughan, ON

Darren Gill & Peter Oksanen
FieldTurf, Montreal, QC

Jeff Maki
JMT Sports Field Mixes
A Division of Jeff Maki Trucking
Sprucedale, ON

Graham Hess
Graham Hess & Associates Inc.

Oakville, ON

C

S/
O Supply v

890 Fairground Rd. R.R. #4 Langton Ont. NOE 1G0
Phone (519) 875-4094 Fax (519) 875-4095

Website: mastersturfsupply.com
email: mastersturf@hughes.net

!

99 John St. North, Box 171
Harriston, Ontario

NOG 1Z0

Phone (519) 338-3840
Fax (519) 338-2510

Email spearse@wightman.ca

SUPPLIERS OF PREMIUM
TURF SEED PRODUCTS

www.sportsturfassociation.com | SPRING 2009 5




