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he key issues that poured out of the
water management workshop were
the increasingly complex regula-
tory environment surrounding ir-
rigation water use, the need for
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improving water use efficiencies and the
development of best management prac-
tices for irrigation system management.

Not a single participant at the workshop
was working in a municipality that does
not have some form of water use bylaw.
A challenge facing sports turf managers
is making the various forms of bylaws
work for a sports field environment. A
system that allows professional field man-
agers to make application timing decisions
within a restricted water use situation
would make best use of a limited resource.
Rather than applying water based on some
arbitrary calendar and/or street address
criteria, water should be applied in a man-
ner that is appropriate for turf growing
conditions. Many managers feel it would
be better to have a fixed allocation of wa-
ter each year to be applied as needed rather
than working within a day of the week
and/or street address system that is effec-

tive for communicating with homeown-
ers, but not particularly suited to the grass
plant’s needs.

As water restrictions increase, there
appears to be a movement towards look-
ing at alternatives to irrigating with treated
municipal water. Some properties lend
themselves to the construction of on-site
irrigation ponds that may provide more
flexibility with regards to water use. Cap-
turing on-site runoff is one thing, but if
plans call for tapping into an existing
stream as a water source, extensive regu-
lations apply including the need to develop
a bypass pond and maintain a minimum
stream flow. Although not discussed in
detail at the workshop, waste water recy-
cling systems that incorporate sports fields
may be worthy of future investigation.

Efficiencies in water application are
critical for sports turf managers to make
best use of this critical resource. Regular
auditing of system performance, knowing
soil conditions and using some form of
water budgeting all contribute to ensur-
ing that water is being applied in an ef-
fective and logical fashion.

The general consensus of workshop
participants was that water restrictions are
an inevitable component of managing
sports turf in the 21st century. The key to
success is being an efficient water user and
communicating with policy makers to
ensure that water use restrictions conform
with best management practices for wa-
ter conservation in field management.  ♦
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