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SMART TOOLS...

Beginning on page 16, we feature

extensive coverage of the GTI Turf

Team's Field Day presentation on

Smart Tools for Sports Turf Mana-

gers. Pictured below from left to right

are team presenters Ken Carey, Pam

Charbonneau and Erica Gunn.

STA Field Day a Resounding Success
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP: HEALTHY SOIL... HEALTHY TURF...

T he STA Field Day was truly the
place to be on September 14 as
close to 200 turf managers and in-
dustry suppliers journeyed to
Milton, the Place to Live, Work and

Play, and in our case, to learn and liaise
with colleagues. The event, the Associa-
tion's 18th annual, revolved around the
theme Environmental Stewardship:
Healthy Soil... Healthy Turf....

Thanks to our hosts, our speakers, and
to all of the industry suppliers who exhib-
ited their goods and services furthering our
education. We would be unable to present
a day such as this without the generosity
of our sponsors. Their support allows us
to provide an opportunity for professional
development at a reasonable price for the
membership. Mother Nature as well has
been very generous in her participation.
The rain always seems to hold until day's
end!

Irrigation for a Growing World
In case you haven't heard, there is a

water crisis! First, only 1% of the world's
water is usable. The vast majority (97%)
is in the seas and oceans and is therefore
saline and 2% is present as snow and ice-
bergs. Second, it is never in the right place
at the right time. Third, there is no new
water - what we have currently is it - for-
ever.

The reason for this cold facts introduc-
tion is simple. We must encourage the re-
sponsible use of water and as turf manag-
ers, that means adjusting irrigation
practices.

At the present time, approximately 69%
of North America's fresh water (not in-
cluding the cold north) is used in agricul-
ture, 10% is used by industry and 21% is
used municipally - that's us!

If we all use water more efficiently, we
will have an impact on the... •* page 9
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availability of the supply. The following
are the options that we have to address
water scarcity.

Option 1. Increase Cost.
Price water higher so that we appreci-

ate its value and are more careful and dili-
gent with its use. This, however, has major
negatives, particularly with respect to
poorer people and nations. It's also hard
to get a buy-in from all groups as there
will always be different levels of need and
availability.

Option 2. Water Re-use.
Water recycling can reduce fresh wa-

ter consumption by up to 80% because
there are many uses of fresh water that
don't require it to be potable (of drinking
quality) - cooling, construction, manufac-
turing and golf course irrigation to name
a few. One problem of course is that this
option is expensive and is not always avail-
able.

Option 3. Desalination.
If the desalination plant is near the

coast, the supply is enormous, and with
improvements in technology and decreas-
ing costs, this option has a definite future.
It does however have high capital costs
and represents a negative for the environ-
ment.

Option 4. Alternative Plant Selection.
If used in the right location, many na-

tive plants can thrive on natural levels of

rainfall and therefore irrigation can be re-
duced or eliminated. A potential problem
here is that some of these plants are often
not colourful and with a variety of differ-
ent plants, irrigation must be used again.
Drip (or low volume) irrigation is sweep-
ing the world in popularity, not just in
agriculture, but also in other plant appli-
cations. Drip irrigation is very successful
and dramatically conserves water for most
plant material. Unfortunately, it has not
been successful on turf.

Option 5. Water Efficient Irrigation.
This can be implemented immediately

or in stages. There are significant savings
in water and therefore dollars in both ag-
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riculture and horticulture with proper de-
sign, products, installation, usage and
maintenance.

Proper Irrigation Design and Products
Different plants and soils require dif-

ferent amounts of water and therefore it's
important to understand exactly what will
be irrigated and to use the right product
for water applications and distribution.

Many irrigation products today are de-
signed to conserve water and significant
research advances in technology are avail-
able with automation, exact water appli-
cations and nozzles that, if chosen
properly, put down a very even cover...

«* page 11

Make the Switch to Quality
Quality Seeds for Sod Growers, Golf Courses, Sports
Facilities, Municipalities & Landscape Contractors

District Sales Managers
Peter Coon • Cell: 705-715-3760

John Konecny • Cell: 905-376-7044
Quality Seeds*

1-877-856-7333 • 905-856-7333 • www.qualityseeds.ca

OTS 2006: FEBRUARY 20 & 21, GUELPH, ON

Strengthening
Our Roots:
A Growing Tradition
Rozanski Hall
University of Guelph

519-767-5000
info@open.uoguelph.ca

Turfgrass
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VERSATILITY BY DESIGN

Aqnder • Loader • Gerrrr Snow Blower
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Irrigation For a Growing World
continued from page 9...

Automatic controllers with water con-
serving features are readily available with
multiple start times and independent pro-
grams for different soils, crops and cli-
mates such as cycle and soak for heavy
clay and hill sides.

Managers can also plan water budget-
ing for easy seasonal changes. Evapotrans-
piration programming, rain delay and
automatic set-off devices as well as instru-
ments that can measure rain in the air or
moisture in the soil are all powerful tools.

With all these new irrigation products,
water pressure is critical. For example,
high pressure produces misting and fog-

ging and a 5 psi drop in pressure often
means better irrigation and 6-8% lower
water usage. For very little cost, regulat-
ing devices can be fitted which ensure
even and precise water application.
Booster pumps should be considered in
low pressure situations. These pumps are
not expensive and are completely auto-
mated to the irrigation system.

Installation and Maintenance
Irrigation systems must be properly in-

stalled and configured to achieve the most
efficient use of water and to give the user
the best turf possible. Only Certified Irri-
gation Contractors (CIC) should be hired.
Maintenance and operation is vital be-

cause without regular inspections and re-
pairs, many problems will go undetected.

When water is in short supply, the ini-
tial reaction is often to shut off the taps.
This can lead to confusion and increased
water consumption when water bans are
lifted. It is a reactive measure that does
not change the behavioural habits of the
user. Government grants, rebates and in-
centives can change behaviours, along
with perception, responsibility, education
and awareness.

The need to conserve water has never
been greater. We need to do even more and
with everyone's help, we can.

— Presented by Jody Malo, Rain Bird In-

ternational. Summarized by Andrew Gaydon.
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STA 18th Annual Field Day
THANKS FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF RECORD-BREAKING ATTENDANCE!

RECOGNIZING THE GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS OF OUR SPONSORS

TIRF CARE
EQUIPMENT LTD.

S I M P L I S T I C

LINES VANDEN BUSSCHE PLANTPRODUCTS
I R R I G A T I O N

TURF
RESTORATION
LTD.

Grower's
Choice nu-gro
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thank:many
TO OUR EXHIBITORS
• AWS Irrigation Management Inc.

• Bannerman

• Dol Turf Restoration Ltd.

• G.C. Duke Equipment Ltd.

• Grower's Choice

• Hy-Grade Precast Concrete

• John Deere Landscapes

• Mar-Co Clay Products Inc.

• Master's Turf Supply Ltd.

• O'Neil's Farm Eq. (1971) Ltd.

• Pioneer Manufacturing

• Plant Products Co. Ltd.

• Reist Industries Inc.

• Rittenhouse

• Simplistic Lines Inc.

• Speare Seeds

• Turf Care Products Canada

• TDS Turf Drainage Systems Ltd.

• Vanden Bussche Irrigation
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