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end the athlete will suffer injury through
playing on fields which can no longer be
maintained effectively due to reduced or
eliminate resources.

However, with adversity comes the
need for greater creativity and innova-
tion. Some ideas to consider are leasing
equipment instead of purchasing, pooling
resources with another institution, town,
or community and purchase a shared
overseeder, topdresser or fertilizer
spreader. Think about group or bulk pur-
chasing tenders for products such as grass
seed, fertilizer, sod, or top soil to receive
discounts through volume purchasing.

If you are not charging User Fees for
outdoor sports fields, then lobby your
Council, elected officials, or administra-
tors to approve User Fees for outdoor
sports fields in your community. In most
cases minor hockey has been charging it
for years - why not athletic fields? If you
are collecting User Fees, then review the
percentage recovery rate, or rethink the
field categories to maximize your reve-
nue.

To end on a bright note I would like to
officially welcome Harold Van Gool as a
Director. Harold is affiliated with Plant
Products and brings to us a wealth of
knowledge and experience related to the
horticultural industry and we look for-
ward to working with him over the next
two years.

As many of you struggle once again this
year to try and deliver quality sports field
maintenance programs, and satisfy the us-
ers of your facilities, I wish everyone
much success with your athletic field
maintenance programs this spring. May it
be said “the winter has been kind to your
turf!”

If you have ideas or comments on the
Association or athletic turf maintenance
do not hesitate to contact me or our Ex-
ecutive Secretary at (519) 763-9431.

Best wishes for better, safer sports turf.

Christopher Mark
President
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Dollar Spot Disease Control

Doilar spot is one of the most common
and destructive diseases of
bentgrasses that are maintained in a close
mowed regime. Dollar spot is charac-
terized by beached spots about the size of
a looney that may overlap under severe
infections causing large, irregular areas of
sunken dead turf. Individual leaves at the
edge of the spots typically have straw-col-
oured bands across the blade with
reddish-brown borders.

The pathogen (Sclerotinia homoeo-
carpa) enters the leaf through freshly cut
ends and stomates when the plant surfaces
are wet. Thus periods of wet weather or
heavy dew and temperatures between 20
and 28 C are when the disease is most
likely to occur.

When the disease is in the early stages of
infection only the leaf blade is damaged
and recovery is rapid. At more advanced
stages the entire plant is killed and recov-
ery is by spreading of adjacent normal
plants over the infected area. Good nitro-
gen nutrition favours the recovery by in-
creasing the rate of spreading of adjacent
plants.

The search for more effective chemicals
for the control of dollar spot is part of the
continuing research program of Prof. Tom
Hsiang of the Dept. of Environmental Bi-
ology at the Univ. of Guelph. In 1994 he
compared several new chemicals against
the two chemicals that are registered and
recommended for control of dollar spot in
Ontario; Daconil 2787 and Tersan 1991.

Twenty-five treatments were compared
in four replications of 1 by 2 meter plots
from July 6, to Sept. 1, 1994. The experi-
mental area, except for uninoculated
checks were inoculated with viable fungus
two days after application of the chemicals
to insure a high, uniform level of infec-
tion. Estimates of infection were made by
estimating the number of infection centres
on a plot at weekly intervals during the test
period.

The influence of the various treatments
on the dollar spot infection is recorded in
Table 1. Ten spcats;"m2 or less was consid-
ered to be satisfactory control. No phyto-
toxicity from any of the chemicals was
observed.

During the 1994 growing season, July
was much wetter than normal, and August
had more typical warm, humid days and
nights. Thus all inoculated plots had an
extremely high disease pressure from July
20th onward.

Both the registered chemicals, Daconil
and Tersan, gave excellent control, even
at the high disease pressure. Two new
chemicals, not yet registered in Ontario,
also provided equivalent control.

The availability of new chemicals is to be
desired as disease organisms are known to
develop resistance after repeated applica-
tions of a chemical. Thus, the potential
availability of an alternate control chemi-
cal is welcomed news. Even the rotation
of treatment between Daconil 2787 and
Tersan 1991 is worthy of consideration.

Figure 1: The influence of selected chemical treatments on the dollar spot infection of
creeping bentgrass.
Mean Number of Spots
Treatment Product Interval 7/6 713 7/20 7/27 8/3 8/10 817 8/24 91
(product/m’) (days) (spots/ 2m’)
Uninoculated Check 0 1 1 3 4 4 68 11 28
Inoculated Check ] 1 36 203 210 210 228 325 375
Daconil 2787 180 mL 14 0 1 1 7 0 8 0 3
Tersan 1991 30g 21 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1
Tersan + Daconil 95mL+30g 14 0 2 2 1 1 0 (VI ] 0
Banner 31 mL 21 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0
Banner 58 mL 21 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0
Eagle 15g 14 o o 8 1 1 0 0 0 O
Eagle 209 14 1 1 2 0 0 o0 o0 0o 0




