
Technology has allowed us to manufac-
ture high quality products out of many
waste materials, while research has
developed sound agronomic and hor-
ticultural end uses for these products.
Only through usage of these newly
created products can we close the loop
of recycling.

The use of these products by the
general public, by our business com-
munity and by government institutions
is vital. Creativity will allow us to utilize
these products for the betterment of all.
A good example of this is the usage of
waste derived compost for the improve-
ment of athletic fields on which our

children play. It aids the environment,
enhances athletic field safety and gives
us peace of mind. That is what I call
closing the loop of recycling.

I' II! 1lI11I11II1II1 llml!'!! Ifthe height of cut is raised only 1/8
inch there will be an average increase

in leaf surface of 300 sq. ft./l000 sq. ft.
oflawn. This will allow more photosyn-
thesis, more transpirational cooling,
more roots, and a stronger turf.

Ed. Note: This article is reproduced
with permission from Landscape
Trades, Jan. 1992.

Good mowing practice calls for the
removal of leaf tips when growth is
about one third more than the cutting
height. Therefore a lawn cut with a
mower set at 1 1/2 inches should be
mowed soon after the growth has
reached two inches.

It is estimated that the average lawn
requires 40 hours of mowing a year.

Every individual Kentucky blue-
grass plant produces some three feet of
leaf growth in an average season. This
amounts to about five tons of clippings
per acre each year. When clippings are
left to decay in place, they are worth the
equivalent of three applications of lawn
fertilizer.

Thoughts on
Mowing

oJ:10 Houl<5 OF MowiNG
oWA1EI<iN~
° FER.TiLiziNq
° WEEPiNG
°se.EPi NG
'50DDiN~
1heGood 01 ' summer-

tirrte ?f?


