Meet Your New Board Members

Name: Eric Adkins, CSFM

Title: Athletic Turf Manager

Facility: Michigan State University/ Spartan Stadium
STMA Offices held: First national office

STMA Member since 11/24/97

Educational Background: 1978 Graduate of the 2-year
Turfgrass Management Program Michigan State University.

Professional Experience: January 2002 to present, Athletic
Turf Manager Michigan State University, East Lansing,
Michigan; September 1997 to January 2002, Agronomist
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois; August 1994 to
September 1997, Assistant Groundskeeper, Soldier Field,
Chicago, Illinois; March 1989 to August 1994, Assistant
Director of Golf, Chicago Park District, Chicago, Illinois

Honors/Awards: Certified Sports Field Manager, CSFM,
02/01/2000; College Football Field of the Year in 2000; Midwest
Chapter STMA, Presidents Award, Presented in December 2001;
Midwest Chapter Secretary for the years 1999 to 2001; MiSTMA
Chapter Board of Directors 2002; STMA Certification
Committee 2000 to present; STMA Marketing Committee - 2001
to present; STMA 2002 Founders Award; The Dick Ericson
Award presented in January 2003

Hobbies: Golf, Traveling, Auto racing,
relaxing in the off-season

Why did you decide to become a mem-
ber of the STMA? 1 became a member
of the STMA to further my knowledge
in the Sports Turf Industry. I knew that
I didn't have all the answers to my
sports turf problems and found out that
I wasn't alone. By attending confer-
ences and networking with other sports
turf professionals, I was able to work with others to find solutions
to turf management problems. Also, I am now a part of a pro-
fessional organization striving for better and safer fields for all.

What do you feel are the major issues facing the sports turf indus-
try today? One of the biggest issues is that of the new in-fill sys-
tems of artificial turf, what their role will be in the future and how
they will impact our industry. Another issue is that of the percep-
tion of the Sports Turf Manager and how we address the issue of
professionalism and marketing ourselves to our administrators,
and to the general public. That Sports Turf Manager should be
the recognized leader and authority in this profession.
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Pro’s Choite sports field products

N\

Soilmaster® soil conditioners build strong turf to stand up to tough play.

Soilmaster soil conditioners are ideal for incorporating into aerification holes, to relieve compaction in the high traf-
fic areas on soccer, football and baseball fields. Made from a unique montmorillonite clay, and fired for maximum
hardness and stability, each granule quickly wicks water away from the playing surface and promotes drainage.
The result — deep rooted, divot resistant turf that recovers more quickly from heavy play.

Call for information and samples of our full line of sports field products, including ‘.;
Rapid Dry* drying agent, Pro Mound" packing clay and baseball accessories. /g

(800)648-1166 m..,: A‘

www.proschoicel.com iy 2
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Rogers Innovative, Inc.
Wally Owchar
Saskatoon, SK

Joe Sanderfer
Texas Rangers Baseball
Arlington, TX

David Schumacher
Pennington Seed, Inc.
Huntersville, NC

Phil Shirk
Milton Hershey School
Hershey, PA

Sod Guys, Inc. dba EnviroGreen

Lynn Steadman
American Falls, 1D

Andrew St. Julian
Texas Rangers Baseball
Arlington, TX

Submatic Drip Systems
Patrick Dillon
Austin, TX

Waldo Terrell

Univ. of Georgia Athletic Dept.

Athens, GA

Jeanne S. Tomlinson
Town of Clayton
Clayton, NC

Martin Vasquez
American University
Washington, DC

Rick Walker

Lowell Spinners Baseball
Lowell, MA

Mike Welfring
Turf Supply Company
Eagan, MN

Jon Willow
Southern Spray Company
Memphis, TN
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Jason Baron Rolf
Tuckahoe, NY

Casey Scheidel
Student/lowa State University
Ames, IA

Ryan Schutt
Tacoma Rainiers Baseball
Tocoma, WA

Keith Siler
Univ. of N. Carolina/Greensboro
Greensboro, NC

Cheyne Solesbee
Texas A & M Athletic Dept.
Bryan, TX

Mike Stemen
Truckee Donner Rec. & Parks
Truckee, CA

Brad Tasler
John Deere/Great American Outdoor
Urbandale, 14

Peter Thibeault
Noble & Greenough School
Dedham, MA

David Torres

Nelson W. Wolff Municipal Stadium

San Antonio, TX

David Vernon
City of Columbia
Columbia, TN

John Walton

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology

Terre Haute, IN

John Wetzel
Bruce Dees & Associates
Tacoma, WA

WINDS
Mark Meyer
Avon, IL

Paul Rucker
City of College Station
College Station, TX

Mark Schmidt

John Deere/SW Engineering Center

Charlotte, NC

Jim Schwartz
Big Foot High School
Walworth, WI

Jimmy Simpson
Durham Bulls Baseball
Raleigh, NC

James Sowl
Colorado Rockies
Denver, CO

Curt Stogsdill
City of Denton Parks & Rec.
Denton, TX

Randy Taylor
Galena Park 1.S.D.
Houston, TX

Emory Thomas
BareSpot Solutions
Wharton, TX

Todd Tribble
Clemson University
Savannah, GA

Christopher L. Vetick
Catholic University of America
Washington, DC

Clint Waltz
University of Georgia
Griffin, GA

Chad Wheeler

City of Keller
Keller, TX

Tom Wise
John Deere
Geneseo, IL

Craig Rudell
Magic Carpet Turf Farms
Berrien Springs, MI

Jerome Schuetz
City of Ft. Myers
Ft. Myers, FL

Michael Seifert
Feldmann Eng. & Mfg. Co., Inc.
Sheboygan Falls, WI

Charles Snyder
Baltimore Ravens
Owings Mills, MD

Sprinturf
Frank LeMaster
Wayne, PA

Warren Stripling
New Caney LS.D.
Porter, TX

Team Turf div./Grant Rent All
Phil Hiliker
Grant, Ml

Kermit Throckmorton
Southern Spray
Memphis, TN

Garrett Turner
Student/Univ. of Kentucky
Lexington, KY

Joseph A. Vocke
Grayslake Park District
Grayslake, IL

Peter Webb
Ottawa Lynx
Ottawa, ON
Todd Whipple

Capital Sports Foundation
Lincoln, NE

Chad Yeomans
Student/Michigan State Univ.
Lansing, M
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What would you do to resolve some of these issues? 1 feel that
education is what’s needed most to resolve most of today's issues
facing the Sports Turf Manager. With a well-educated Sports
Turf Manger we can overcome many of the problems out there
today. As field quality improves so does our image. As our image
improves so do the salaries we can expect to receive. Another
way is certification, being a Certified Sports Field Manager
(CSFM) shows that you are knowledgeable in the aspects of field
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management and willing to accept the challenges in the future.

Do you have any words of wisdom for your peers in the STMA?
Over my short stint as a member in the STMA I have come to
realize that this organization will have one of the greatest
impacts on the green industry. What organization can say they
are a part of one's life from childhood to adulthood - from the

park and recreation fields we all played on, to high school activ-
ities and sporting events, to the professional and collegiate fields
and events, that are watched every day by millions of people?
Every time my fields are used I know that I made a small impact
in somebody's life, that's why I want to do the best I can.

Name: Abby L. McNeal, CSFM

Title: Assistant Turfgrass Manager

Facility: INVESCO Field at Mile High

Years associated with STMA: 10 years

STMA Offices held: Chapter Relations Chair for 6 years

Educational Background: B.S. Landscape Horticulture concen-
tration in Turfgrass Management from Colorado State
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