
Fairway Irrigation 
By CHESTER MENDENHALL, Greenkeeper 

Wichita Country Club, Wichita, Kansas 

F AIRWAY irrigation al though a 

rather new project in golf course 

maintenance, is winning its way u p 

to the top of the list of necessities 

on the modern golf course of today. 

Only a few years ago the golfer 

was satisfied with whatever na ture 

provided in fairways. The golfer 

of today is different. W h e n he 

comes out for his round of golf he 

expects the fairways as well as the 

greens to be soft and easy under 

foot and covered with a thick mat 

of grass even though it may have 

been weeks since na ture has p ro 

vided rain. If his own club fails to 

provide these conditions he will 

likely look for a club tha t does. 

In order that the fairways may 

be kept in this condition th rough 

the entire summer, fairway irrigation of some sort 

must be provided. It may be an inexpensive home-

arranged affair or it may be a modern one-man 

hoseless system. Regardless of which it is, it most 

likely is regarded as one of the biggest assets the 

club has, and does more to increase revenue in all 

divisions of the club than any other single item. 

Most every golfer is familiar with the conditions 

on a golf course where the fairways are not watered. 

In the spring everything looks fine, bu t when you 

make a closer inspection the grass is thin, and weeds 

are plentiful. The grass seeds that are sown come u p 

to a good s tand; dry weather comes along and the 

young grass withers up and dies. 

Dur ing the summer months the grass is dry and 

crisp, thick and bunchy, then walking over these 

hard fairways is very tiresome and causes many a 

sore foot. 

But on the course where fairways are watered the 

conditions are very different. Well-watered fair-
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d e s p i t e t h e l o n g d r y p e r i o d s 
wi thout rain. The young seedling 
grass is able to survive the dry 
weather and the fairways soon have 
a nice thick mat of grass, and then 
walking around the course becomes 
as much pleasure in August as in 
June. 

TWO M E T H O D S O F W A T E R I N G 

FAIRWAYS 

_L H E R E are two methods of 

watering fairways; they are 

known as the hose and the hoseless 

systems. The hoseless system is the 

more modern of the t w o ; it is 

equipped wi th pop-up sprinkler 

heads permanent ly placed along in 

the fairway. W h e n the water is 

turned on they rise up out of the 

ground and water the desired area, and then when 

the water is turned off they again pull themselves 

down out of sight. This system is the most expen

sive to install but the less expensive to operate, and 

does the most thorough job of watering. 

W i t h the hose system, outlets are placed along 

each fairway at intervals so tha t the entire fairway 

may be covered wi th a hose and sprinkler. The 

sprinkler selected should be one that will cover a 

large area. W i t h this system men are employed to 

move the sprinklers at regular intervals. 

WATER SYSTEM IS FIRST T H I N G TO CONSIDER 

W H E N installing a watering system the first 
thing to be considered is the water supply. This 
may come from the municipal water supply or it 
may be pumped from wells or a lake. In case the 
water is taken from the municipal water supply it 
may be necessary to install a buster p u m p to bring 
up the pressure to a point where the sprinklers will 
operate satisfactorily. 

ways become full fledged sisters to well-kept greens If the water is to be taken from wells or a lake, 

The grass keeps that velvet green color all summer pumps will have to be installed large enough to sup-

12 January, 19}} 



January, 1933 The Nalional Greenkee per 13

lJ'rite for Details allll Prices to your Golf E1luipment lJroler, or:

A NE~ESSITY
FOIl TURF i\ERATION

JOHN H. GRAHAM & CO., INC., Sales Agen','i '
113NChunlher .. St., New York - 268 I\lurket St •• Sun Frund ..co

565 W. Wu..hin~ton St .. Chicu~o
j\lanufacture,[ IIY WILDEH .STHONG COMPANY. Monroe. Michigan

ing that we soon added on until now we are water-
ing all of the fairways.

The results have been very pleasing. Our water
comes from the city water supply, which makes it
necessary for us to use a bolster pump to increase
the pressure. The water is distributed over the
course through two mains, one a five-inch and the
other a two-inch. There are outlets along the fair-
ways one hundred and fifty feet apart. We have
thirty-five traveling Economy sprinklers each
equipped with one hundred and fifty feet of %-
inch hose.

With this equipment one man is able to water all
the fairways in three nights. All the watering on
the course is done at night so that there is no inter-
ference with play. In the morning the sprinklers
and hose are all moved off the fairways into the
rough and moved back on the fairways again at
night.

In conclusion I will say that a good fairway
watering system is as big an asset as any club can
have in this period of reconstruction. It will in-
crease revenue in all divisions of the club. It will
help hold old members as well as encourage new
ones.

"Use
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Authorities
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SPIKE DISCS acratc thc turf antI producc a moisturc-
rctaining mulch-essential for thc maintcnance of fairways
amI grecns. Discouragcs "brown patch" by prevcnting
ground from bccoming hard bakcd. Uncquallctl for rc-
sceding- and top-drcssing. Secd and fcrtilizcr scttle in
disc-madc pcrfora tions and arc not blown or washcd
away. Incxpensive, tlurahle, easy to operate.

SCOTT'S SEED

CAREFUL BUDGETING
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Wise spending is the order of the day. And that means
protecting your investment-your golf course. That's
why the first thought of sound course management in
1933 is to keep good fairways and greens.

It isn't a time to gamble with unknown, untested, impure
seed, The safe, economical thing to do is to sow Scott's
weed-free seeds that have proved better on nearly 1400
leading courses, Prices are now low enough to fit your
budget, whatever its size.
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WICHITA USES HOSE SYSTEM

WE ARE watering our fairways with a hose sys-
tem. To start with our system was only designed to
water the greens and the approaches, but when the
approaches were watered the results were so amaz-

ply the demand. Any pump manufacturer will
gladly furnish you with information as to the size
and kind of pump needed to furnish the amount of
water needed at the desired pressure.

The next step is the installing of the water mains
through the course. These mains should carry a
large volume of water which will reduce the fric-
tion losses and hel p to hold up the pressure at the
sprinklers. There should be a number of outlets
along each fairway as this will greatly reduce the
amount of hose needed and also reduce the amount
of labor required to move the sprinklers and hose.

The size of hose used is a very important item. I
have found fron1 experience that % -inch hose can
be handled for about one-half the expense of h~n-
dling one-inch hose, and if the lengths of hose are
not too long % -inch hose will give plenty of water
at the sprinkler.


