
How I Treated My Greens
By HARRY A. BURKHARDT, Greenkeeper
Mauakiki Country Club, Willoughby, Ohio

FIFTEEN or twenty years ago someone decided that the right kind of feed in the soil would develop a strong,
a green keeper didn't have a thing to do during the healthy grass plant able to resist a number of our pest
winter but sit by the fire and talk over the past summer's attacks without severe injury to the grass.
troubles. I'd like to show the fellow who made that mis- Just to give you an idea of what Iwas working with
take my working schedule for the next four months; I I will tell you that very few of my greens are under-
certainly think he would change his mind. So don't drained and hardly any that will surface drain. Two of
think this is idle fireside gossip of "what might be"-it the three greens that came through the summer with-
is an actual experience with outside conditions. out trouble are surface drained and one is both surface

The last two summers I have been doing a little work drained and has underdrainage. The one I had trouble
on the side to determine a few facts about grass for with had neither.
myself. Two years ago I ran some soil tests on my greens, That fall I went to work and drained my sick green
measured the root growth and took note of the color and and this summer it stayed on the track and ran true to
strength of the grass blades. Checking back through form.
the results I found four greens linked very close together These four greens are in different sections of the
as far as results of the tests. course, each one under a different local condition, but

I watched these four greens closely that first summer, each came through in great style. I don't mean to say that
but I did not treat them any differently than the other they were not attacked by Brown Patch this year because
greens on the course. Three of these four greens came they certainly had it every time any of the rest did, but
through without a bit of trouble while the fourth one it did not go deep enough to scar or mar the surface of
went to pieces after a heavy rain in June, and it was a the green. Just the very tips of the grass seemed to be
long, slow task bringing it back into shape. affected so that after mowing, all traces of the patch

This bad luck seemed to disapprove my theory that were gone.

THE RIGHT FERTILIZER
to produce best all around turf results must of necessity

be an extraordinary combination of materials

-and-Driconure alone, of all the fertilizers available for your
consideration meets this need most satisfactorily. If soil isn't
physically right, Driconure has the humus content to build it
up. If soil is toxic, Driconure will overcome this unfavorable
condition. If increased bacterial activity is necessary Dricon-
ure will create a most active bacterial culture for its component
parts are natural food for bacterial development.

Try it! Compare! Note the color and softly resilient condition
of turf after it has been consistently treated with Driconure.
One good, thorough test and you will agree that Driconure is
the right fertilizer because it feeds the natural way-the right
way. Samples and prices gladly sent.

INVESTIGATE Dricollure

as tlte safest and sounde.fjtfertili;:;cr for 1932.

ATKINS & DURBROW I INC.
K.165 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.

18 March, 1932



Marcb,1932 T be National Greenkee per 19

This is the way the test read two years ago: P. H.
value 5.6 to 6.0, P205 250 to 350 pounds per acre, or-
ganic ma terial 1 to 1Y2 parts in 10; root growth 3 to 4
inches; color of grass, shiny green, and stems stiff and
sturdy. I might also say that greens that run high in
organic material showed a little less P20 5 and vice versa.

Evidently if I have found anything worthwhile it will
show itself next year, if someone is willing to try and
keep a few greens under similar conditions. Some place
along the line should be a medium of organics and phos-
phorus in the soil to produce the right kind of healthy
growth.

I don't want anyone to believe that I don't use nitro-
gen because I do, both quick and slow available but all
my greens had the same proportion of nitrogen per
square foot and there weren't any that showed the result
of the four special greens, so I have come to believe that
the amount of organic material and phosphorus has
something to do with their success.

Spring Work
By JOSEPH BALL, Greellkeeper

Cbartier Heigbts Coulltry Club, Graftoll, Pat

~ FTER the snow has cleared off in early March, I
usually make a thorough examination of my course and
note very carefully the winter damage so I have no
guessing as to where to start.

I usually take the temperature of the ground at vari-
ous times. In the meantime my men are busy mixing
fertilizers and topdressing. And when the tempera-
ture rises outside sixty to seventy degrees and the ground
is fifty I begin fertilizing. You will notice your grass
responding much quicker and at the same time avoiding
waste by spring rains, leaching and washing away your
fertilizer before it has had time to act on the plants.

It is unfair to always blame fertilizer for your trou-
bles. You can underfeed and overfeed; always let your
greens a little on the hungry side. Pay close attention
and you will soon note that it will become familiar to
you. Let up immediately and your. greens go into the
dormant stage for now they need rest not abuse. This
advice is more for the young greenkeeper.

CreenJuepers l'Jleryw!ure say:
~NEXT BESTTO RAIN4

The famous Double Rotary Sprinkler has won its present
leadership through 13 years of superior work on the finest golf
courses throughout the natia.t. Its even, thorough distribution
of water wins instant approval of all greenkeepers. Its positive
rotary action makes it a biB water saver. Never packs or
washes soil. Never puddles. Covers any circular area up to
80 feet (more than 5.000_square feet) or down to 15 feet in
diameter according to pressure. Completely covers a green
in one setting. Self-operating. Adjustable nozzle. Skid base.
Built of finest materials for years of service. Guaranteed!

Ask your Pro or go to your local dealer. If neither can
supply you. order direct. Try 10 days. If not satisfac-
tory, return sprinkler and money will be refunded.

Descriptive literature on request.

DOUBLE k1I RQTAIlY
5Fj'~~N~'[ER

(Next Be5t to Rain,

DOUBLE ROTARY JUNIOR
The ideal all-purpose sprinkler for home owners.
Has all the proved features of the above Heavy Duty
model. plus stationary sprinkling features.

DOUBLE ROTARY SPRINKLERCOMPANY
109 COCA CCLA BLDG. KANSAS CITY, MO.

Give your greens a good sulphating early in the spring
as soon as the ground is warm and before the weed seeds
germinate. This will cut down your weed picking ex-
penses. I have cut my weed picking expenses from $20
a day to 75 cents a day. When you start out in the spring
let your first thought be greens and fairways; other
work can stand.

I am sending you a picture of one of the little things
a greenkeeper has to do outside of greenkeeping. A
rustic bridge spanning a ravine on No. 13 fairway, 205
ft. long, 16 ft. high in the middle, built by my own men
at a cost of $316 only and supervised by myself.

PHOTO OF RUSTIC BRIDGE BUILT BY JOSEPH BALL AT THE CHARTIER HEIGHTS COUNTRY CLUB


