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My Views of The Greenkeepers Convention
BY ALEX BOYD

DIGHT buying, technical knowledge and
R labor management is responsible for satis-

factory course maintenance. For this
reason the equipment and supply exhibit of
the National Greenkeepers' show to me con-
stitutes one of the important points in my
year's operations.

A t no other time am I to see together such
a complete and up-to-the-minute line-up of
course requirement so I can compare them
closely and get from other green keepers who
are a t the con ven tion testimon y concerning the
good poin ts or short-comings of the purchases
I have under consideration.

By the time of the Golf show our club's
budget is tentatively prepared so my chairman
has been able to tell me just what we will be
able to afford. By that time also I have com-
pleted my overhauling of equipment and know
just how I stand with respect to essentials of
new equipment. I have had time enough to
study the operations of the preceding season
and determine what parts of maintenance work
call for special attention.

Wi th this in mind I can shop around at the
show and arrange to handle my requirements.
Frequently at the golf shows the salesmen have
furnished me with details of the employment
of their merchandise at other courses where the
conditions are similar to those under which I
work. This opportunity to get a good prac-
tical survey of the use of the equipmen t or
supplies is something that, by itself, warrants
the cost of my club sending me to the con-
"ention.

The show has established itself as a valuable
market place for me, and I am certain that
other greenkeepers consider it a great factor in
better buying from all angles, closer compari-
son of equipment, wider scope of selection,
latest developments in equipment and supplies
and a chance to check-up with other green-
keepers on all claims of the man ufacturers.

(b) In the program there always are tech-
11ical addresses that determine major details of
opera tion for the year. For instance, this year's
address by Prof. Dickinson will result in my
very close watch of the temperature changes
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THOMPSON MANUFACTURING Co. (NGK-630)

2.2.51 E. 7th St., Los Angeles, Calif.

I should like very much to see your catalog.

The Thompson Master Sprinkler is a scientifically
designed greens and fairway sprinkler. It does the
job of keeping the grounds greener for a lower cost
because it has been designed to utilize ALL the
water.

TheMaster Sprinkler absorbs little of the force of
the water. The full energy is dissipated in a rain-
like spray by the two nozzles-one for the outer-
sweep and one for the inner-sweep, both combin-
ing for. perfect coverage.

A three year ahsolute guarantee shows our confi-
dence in the rugged construction of this Sprinkler.
The Thompson Quick-Coupler and Quick-Coup-
ling Valve, used in permanent underground in-
stallations, allows the operator to connect the
Sprinkler and turn on the water, all at the same
ume-with one twist of the hand. Send for our
FREE catalog for complete information.

C H E C K these features found only in the
Thompso1l i'rfaster Sprinkler!

1. Master Sprinkler gives greater uniform cover-
age without wasting water.

~. Operates on pressure as low as 2.0 lb.; with an
average of 45 lb. pressure it will cover an entire
acre with only 8 moves.

3. Low center of gravity, does not tip over easily.
4. Offers less of a play and wind hazard.
s. Three-year ab!olllU guarantee.
6. Light in weight-9 pounds including roller base

-easy to move. Saves money on labor bills.
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at my greens so I can check on the practical
application of the Dickinson theory of large
brown-patch control.

All of us are studying the fertilization re-
quirements of our courses so the addresses of
Messrs. Grantham, Sprague, Smith and Noer
were bound to have practical application in my
vlork at Sunset Ridge. The remarks of Wen-
dell Miller on the effect of course condition on
the golf dub's income also stirred up consider-
able thought on the part of green keepers for
the broad aspect of their work was presented
in such a way that it should help in getting for
the course maintenance budget the prime con-
sidera tion it deserves.

The educational conferences this year im-
pressed me as being admirably designed to set
forth the findings, opinions and inspirations
of noted specialists in such a manner that they
would arouse the working green keepers to a
focused thought along the lines suggested by
the expert's appraisals of field operations.
Greenkeepers are not much on making public
addresses and for that reason any Greenkeepers'
con ven tion program most defini tel y serves the
men of our business when it will get them to
exchanging notes in their own informal talks
a t the cond usion of the set conference sessions.
When the program speakers provide the green-
keepers not only with some specifically helpful
information but with an urge to debate among
themselves the practical applications of the
speaker's remarks, then the educational con-
ference exercises its most valuable function.

(c) Having attended each of the conven-
tions since the start of the National Green-
keepers' Association I believe that the develop-
ment in program of practical, dollars-and-
cents application to course maintenance work
has been so marked that it has saved the na-
tion's golf courses hundreds of thousands of
dollars in the elimination of wrong methods
and the adoption of thrifty and effective stan-
dard practice.

In furthering this intimate application of the
convention's teachings I would suggest that
speakers at future conventions prepare their
addresses in advance and that the program
committee then send copies of each of these
addresses to at least two or three practical
green keepers so these practical men could pre-

Economy President
A ~eneral • all pur-
pose machine. Cov-
era~e80-120 feet un-
der 35-100 pounds
pressure. Slow mo-
tion-operator can
adjust without ~et-
tin~ wet. Ideal for
use wit h qui c k
couplin~ valves.

Economy Husky
For low pressure
systems. Gives full
throw of water with
properdistribution.
Used with April
Shower nozzle. Sled
or roller base.

Economy Quick
Coupling Valve

For hose less sys-
tems. A true valve
-not a snap valve.
Posi tiveopenin~and
closin~. Full inch
capacity of water.
Leather seat-easily
replaced. Non-Ieak-
in~.

Economy April
SlIower Nozzle

Breaks up any
stream of water un-
der any pressure.
No wearin~ parts.

Economy Putting
Cup

Indestructible.
Made of solid cast
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Get Wet With

This One
That's the President, one of
the Economy Sprinklers that
half the golf courses use.
The President is used for
large coverage under high
water pressure-its slow mo-
tion keeping the operator
dry. It is ideal for use
with the new Economy
Quick Coupling Valve.

Ruggedly built of the finest
materials, reducing watering
expense to a minimum over
a period of years, each type
of these sprinklers serves a
specific purpose-large and
small coverage, under high
and low pressure, quick ac-
tion on the greens, etc.
Through them the green-
keeper can keep his turf and
greens in the finest condi-
tion all summer long. Econ-
'omy Sprinklers represent the
practical, systematic method
of golf course irrigation and
make all water systems ade-
quate.

Write for the name of our
agent nearest you. He can
demonstrate and give you
some worthwhile informa-
tion.

Economy Irrigation Co., Inc.
2! Spokane St. Seattle, Wash.

Distributors in leading American
and Canadian cities
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pare written comment to be read on the con-
ven tion floor.

In this way the questions that arise in the
minds of man y of us, but are unspoken due to
the stage-fright that so generally afflicts men,
would come up for discussion. I would also sug-
gest that the conference give more attention to
the subject of labor utilization and management
for most of our maintenance budget goes for
labor that must be efficiently employed over
a wide area and which is subject to weather
conditions, short season, etc.

With respect to the show the only possible
improvement I might suggest would be more
of an effort to group exhibits of similar equip-
ment together to permit of closer comparison,
al though there might be some logical and prac-
tical objection to this on the part of the manu-
facturers. With the space, light and ventilation
of this year's show being so ideal and the edu-
cational conferences adjoining the exhibit floor
I think we have about as near perfect an ar-
rangement of the two elements of our annual
meeting as it is possible to get.

HARDIE mak~s spray~rs
and spraying ~quipm~nt

for ~v~ry golf and country
club n~~d. Writ~ for catalog.
The Hardie Manufacturing Company

Hudson, Michigan
~ Portland, Oregon Petrolia, Ontario

H ~E!!L~PR~y!2:
I do think tha t a closer tie-up between the

educational conferences and exhibit could be
made by allowing representatives of the manu-
facturers, places 'on the conference program
with practical addresses on equipment buying,
operation and maintenance.

GOLF NEWS
The Jerseyville (Ill.) golf club will open its new

nine hole course Decoration Day. T. W. Kirby, Jr.,
is president and Joseph Graf secretary-treasurer.

* * *
The Dayton (0.) Country Club has voted a pro-

gram of $200,000 to be spent in remodeling the club
house and the work is already under way.

* * *
Chicago promoters are looking over land at Kanka-

kee (Ill.) with the idea of building a new 18-hole
public golf course.
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PETERSON'S HOLE CUP
The Hole Cup, made of galvanized steel, is light,

but still very strong. Inside spiders fitted with a
steel tube hold the pole. It will drain readily.

Price $2 .00

1st-NO SEWED-ON NUMERALS
Instead-the numbers are dyed into the flag
fabric. A special dye is used, making the flags as
nearly sun and rain proof as possible.

2nd-NO TAPES
Instead-two strong weatherproof cords are passed
through and fastened to a sturdy canvas heading.
(Note construction shown in accompanying cut.)

Size of flags. 14" x 20", and furnished in the
following color combinations. white and red. black
on orange, black on yellow, green and white.
Price, Set of 9, numbered 1 to 9 , $ 7.00
Price, Set of 18, numbered 1 to 18 12.00
Price, Without Numbers, Each 60
Direction Flags-Yellow and black squares,

Each 65
Made of finest quality all wool bunting.
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