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Address delivered at the National Greenkeepers Convention at Buffalo, Feb. 15, 1929 

NO ONE appreciates more than I do, the 
delicacy of the subject I have been asked 

to speak upon, "The Education of the Green -
keeper." However, whatever general opinion 
is, I believe one should speak with the convic
tion of mind, and let others judge the merits. 
I will begin with a story. 

Little Tommy was asked by his uncle, what 
he learned in school that day. "I learned lots 
of things," replied Tommy, "And one of them 
was that this world is round and turns on a 
swivel thing like the great globe in the school
room." "Did you?" asked his uncle; "What 
do you think of that?" "I think," said Tom
my after pondering a while, "that teacher is 
asking me to believe a good lot for a small 
boy." 

Tommy's answer showed that he had not 
been properly prepared for the phenomenon 
or he would have accepted and understood 
the fact without doubt. He believed it, be
cause of faith in his teacher. A demonstration 

would have given him more confidence. The 
teacher, however, had a complete understand
ing of the child's mind, his handicaps, and 
joys, and with such an understanding created 
the confidence. Later on in life "Tommy" 
learned the scientific principles involved. 

The turf expert's advice in many instances 
obviously seems a "whole lot for me to be
lieve." The greenkeeper believes the advice 
either because he has faith in the expert, or be
cause he can think of no counter argument, or 
because the chairman tells him to believe it. If 
the advice works, faith in the expert is in
creased and all is well. If for some reason 
such as, poor manipulation, carelessness, or 
because the expert failed to have a complete 
understanding of the whole situation, the ad
vice failed, faith is weakened and confidence 
lost. Who is at fault? The expert as much 
as the greenkeeper, for a complete understand
ing by him would have instilled confidence 
into the greenkeeper and made him realize the 

THE 1 lTH HOLE AT GLEN OAKS 
This beautiful course located at Great Neck. Long Island is in charge of Elmer F. Affeldt. N. A. 

G. A. member 
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This easy-running 
FAIRWAY QUINT 

has five easy-running units! 
The five interchangeable mower units of the 
tractor-pulled PENNSYLVANIA "New" 
Fairway Quint insure maximum speed with 
minimum power because:— 

The construction of the wheel-type unit is such 
that it can be made much lighter than the "for
ward cut" or roller type without sacrificing the 
strength which is indispensable at high speeds. 

Every moving part is on roller or ball bearings 
except the ground rollers, which are on hardened 
steel bearings. Therefore, there is less strain 
on the tractor and more work done with a given 
amount of power. 

All bearings and gears are in dirt-proof, oil-re
taining housings. 

The lubrication throughout is Alemite. 

An attractive, new GOLF CATALOG, which 
is yours for the asking, pictures and describes 
the "New" Fairway Quint and Trio, the 
Super Roller and New Aristocrat greens 
mowers and all the other Pennsylvania Qual
ity Mowers for Golf Courses. 

Pennsylvania Lawn Mower Works 
1645 North 23rd Street Philadelphia, Pa. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
DWVN MOWERS 

necessity for proper technique and carefulness. 
Who Is Qualified? 

HO is qualified to be a teacher to educate 
the greenkeeper? That is the next logi

cal question which should be decided upon be
fore any educational work is undertaken. A 
most important qualification is that the teach
ers must be none but those who can actually 
"feel" the greenkeepers part. The sorrows, 
joys, disappointments, and praises. The 
teacher must have felt the workman's emo
tions. He should have had actual experience 
with pick, shovel and mower. Those are the 
first set of requirements for a teacher. 

The second set requires that the teacher 
should have had practical experience in han
dling men, especially small groups of men, for 
I think it is more difficult in many ways to 
successfully boss a gang of twelve men than 
five hundred. 

The teacher must also have technical train
ing, all he can get, and in as many lines as 
possible. Don't belittle the value of technical 
training. But! the teacher must use the tech
nical training only to the point of its prac
tical application to the work at hand. That 
point of practical application varies on every 
golf course and with every greenkeeper. If 
the teacher goes too far beyond that point he 
loses the confidence of the practical mind. 

Accepting these qualifications or specifica
tions for a teacher, where are you going to get 
them? Very few men are available because 
of the present condition of the golfing uni
verse. The greenkeeper who started 20 years 
ago is the logical man, and will well qualify. 
But! are you going to leave your position to 
become a teacher at a salary of three-fifths or 
two-thirds your present wage? Of course you 
are not; but you are automatically eliminated 
by the attractiveness of your present position. 
The college professor has to accept as a part 
of his salary the satisfaction of seeing his stu
dents succeed. 

The college man who has been on the job, 
for three years, qualifies well in all ways but 
the first requirement, that of complete under
standing. He also lacks experience. 

The elimination of these two men, places 
the responsibility to furnish teachers upon the 
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GRASSELLI GRASS G R O W E R , the complete min
eral fertilizer for greens and fairways, was made from 
a formula approved and recommended by the U. 
S. G. A. 
Being purely mineral it carries no obnoxious weed 
seed to sprout and cause unnecessary labor later in 
the season. It, unlike compost and manure, carries 
no disease germs. It is balanced so the grass receives 
complete nourishment. Ammonia sufficient to pro-

colleges and the men must come from their 
staffs on which there are many practical men. 
Perhaps you have raised the question, "Shall 
or should the greenkeeper be taught or educat
ed," whichever you may call it. Your answer 
is, certainly, greenkeeping is a profession (it 
most certainly is) and men are educated in the 
other professions. 

Business concerns that employ men spend
ing $20,000 or more annually, employ trained 
men and a greenkeeper spends at least that 
amount. Greenkeeping is comparable to farm
ing, fruit growing or floriculture and men are 
taught to become farmers, pomologists and 
florists. 

Greenkeeping Cannot Be T a u g h t 

C O F A R your arguments appear sound, but 
1 I believe greenkeeping should not, at least 

at the present time, be taught. In other words, 
one cannot teach greenkeeping. T h e accepted 
meaning of "teaching" is " to tell h o w . " A 
teacher of greenkeepers cannot do that ; too 
many influencing factors that are unknown 
to the teacher are involved. 

If greenkeeping cannot be taught, what can 
be done, you ask? Greenkeeping should be 
acquired or assimilated, might be a good 
word. T h e broad meaning of the word 
teaching should be used. T h a t broad mean
ing is " to give intelligence concerning." T o 
use my pet phrase, "Our course at the Massa
chusetts Agricultural College is for green-
keepers and not in greenkeeping." 

I had a very flattering letter the other day 
from a chairman who wanted a greenkeeper. 
He wrote "I understand that you give a course 
which considers the greenkeepers' problems." 

a a 

J HUMUS—STOLONS—SOD j 
j There is the same reason for purchasing 
j quality in Humus that there is in considering j 
| quality in mowing equipment. j 
| Quality, low moisture content and its hard- | 
| wood source makes "Windrif t" Humus, the j 

cheapest Humus product on the market. j 
We sell Washington Bent SOD and STOL- j 
ONS with a guarantee of delivery in a 
viable condition. 

O H I O H U M U S P R O D U C T S C O . 
| LONDON, OHIO | 

a . » • » , — , _ , — • - i - - . - i » • . • • • . • . • • • • • a 

duce growth and that dark green luxuriant color so 
much desired, phosphate in such form and amount as 
to develop a wonderful root system which all grass 
must have t o wi ths tand the hard usage to which all 
greens are subjected and potash in the proper form 
and amount to insure a healthy growth. Packed in 
50 pound paper bags. 

Grasselli Arsenate of Lead Powder 
for Grub and Earthworm Eradication 

Experimental work carried on for the past five years 
under the supervision of the U. S. Depar tment of Ag
riculture clearly indicates that grubs and ear thworms 
in greens and fairways are satisfactorily controlled 
by the use of Grasselli Arsenate of Lead. 

Write for folder giving complete information and di
rections for use. 

THE GRASSELLI CHEMICAL CO. 
(INCORPORATED) 

Established 1839 Cleveland, O. 
Branches in 19 cities 
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SPRINKLERS SNAP VALVES 

The Preference for 

BUCKNER SPRINKLERS 
AND SELF CLOSING VALVES 

wherever golf is played is born out of 
recognition by leading greens men of 
their definitely superior performance 
over a period of many years. 

BUCKNER MANUFACTURING CO. 
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 

(Pioneers in Golf Course Irrigation. Originators of 
Hoseless System) 

He is right! and a course with that idea will 
be successful. It certainly is at M. A. C. 

T o whom shall the opportunity to receive 
education be given? Any one? NO! Abso
lutely no! Because the education for the posi
tion of greenkeeper is just starting, and now 
is the time to make careful and strict prere
quisites. If that is done and continued, the 
supply of qualified graduates can be controlled 
as to quality and numbers. 

Who Is Qualified For Study 
HpHREE groups appear as qualified. One— 

the active greenkeeper and assistant green-
keeper. The majority should come from this 
group. A school for these men must of neces
sity come in the winter. 

Two—caddies, sons of chairmen, sons of 
greenkeepers, and professionals. Young men 
who have had not much experience as work
men on a golf course, yet who have been 
reared in a golfing atmosphere. A different 
course can be offered these men. Should they 
have four years of college? Yes, if they can 
afford the money and time. They will be 
broader visioned men if they do take it. Do 

they require four years of college? No, a two-
year course can be made sufficient, providing 
the first summer of such a course is required 
to be spent working on a golf course under a 
successful greenkeeper. Such a method is 
practiced at the Massachusetts Agricultural 
College. 

The third group, new men or new blood. 
This should be the smallest group in num
bers but is very important, for new blood is 
always healthful. It is poor practice to in-
breed. These young men should be picked 
from applicants who are attracted to the pro
fession because of the love of the soil, and a 
sincere desire to become greenkeepers. They 
should be discouraged by all the doleful tales 
possible, told of all the trials and tribulations 
of a greenkeeper and then, if they still desire 
to come, take them for they will make good 
greenkeepers. 

Training for this group should be two terms 
in college studying general maintenance prob
lems, such as roads, walks, shrubbery care, 
and fundamentals in soils and grasses. These 
two terms should be followed by six months 

Golf Course Supplies 
and Equipment of 
Every Description 

We sell to clubs DIRECT at the lowest prices we are 
justified in offering—and allow NO DISCOUNTS to 
cooperative purchasing bureaus. This is the general 
policy on which we solicit your patronage. 

Not only do we serve the metropolitan clubs to their 
satisfaction, but a large and growing volume of our 
business is based on the conscientious, efficient and 
saving service which we render to smaller clubs, re
mote from the main sources of supply. 

Circulars and prices promptly furnished. 

Shoufd you not receive a copy of our new catalog, 
out March 1st, please let us know by filling out and 
mailing coupon, below. 

Name 

Club 

Address 

Arthur D. Peterson, Inc. 
Golf Course Supplies 

11 East 44th Street - NEW YORK 
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L E C C O 
For Thick Healthy Putting Turf 

It took years of experiment to combine a combination 
of fertilizers that will produce grass of fine texture and 
root g rowth enough to sustain the top. 

YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO GAMBLE 
Compost pile and home mixed fertilizer is the same hit 
and miss method that has been used for years. Can 
never equal LECCO prepared in perfect balance to 
produce grass of the finest texture . 

Wri te for our testimonial l i terature telling what other 
greenkeepers think of Lecco. 

If you want genuine Washington Bent Stolons—we 
have them. 

LYMAN CARRIER 
Elevator, Warehouse and General Offices 

GRANGER, IND. 

training on an approved golf course. The 
greenkeepers taking these men should be en
tirely in sympathy with the college idea, and 
should endeavor to give the boys as much prac
tical training as possible. However, the boys 
must not be favored in any other way than 
being given a variety of jobs. 

If they fail to satisfy the greenkeeper, fire 
them from both the course and college. If 
they live through the ordeal, they should be 
required to return in October for a full col
lege year of technical training. Again the Mas
sachusetts Agricultural College is used as an 
example. 

The responsibility for the selection of this 
new blood should be equally divided between 
the colleges and the greenkeepers. 

What are the duties of a teacher, or what 
shall be taught? I'll describe briefly our meth
ods at M. A. C. 

The Winter School at M. A. C. 
' T H E winter school for active greenkeepers 

is an intensive course, the men working in 
class room or laboratory eight hours a day, 
five days a week. The subjects studied are 

motors, water systems, equipment, grasses, 
grass seeds, soils, fertilizers, landscape arrange
ment, cost keeping and analysis, (you know 
your costs are not worth much unless they are 
analysed) and managerial problems. Every 
bit of the work is done with the practical re
sults in mind. 

In the two year course, the men are given 
enough golf architecture to make them appre
ciate their unfitness to become golf architects 
(that is a profession of its own) and to also 
realize how golf architecture and maintenance 
costs are allied. We do not teach golf archi
tecture. 

Should there be any hard and fast rules given 
by the instructor? 

No. Of course there are chemical formulas 
that are fixed, and mechanical laws that can
not be broken, and all the fundamentals of the 
various subjects should be given as hard facts. 

Why no facts! Because every tee, every fair
way, every green, yes every trap on every golf 
course presents an individual problem. 

Every possible condition should be noted 
for each general problem. In other words the 

"Beautiful Turf from Tee to Green" 

Grass Seed 
of Known Quality 

TESTED for PURITY and GERMINATION 
South German Bent Colonial Bent Rhode Island Bent 

Cocoos Bent Special Putting Green Bent Formula 
Superfine Fairway Formula (with Hint) Bent Stolons 

Fancy Red Top Kentucky Blue Chewing's N. Z. Fescue 
Prices and information on request 

Remember:—All our seeds are of the highest quality, obtained 
direct from the most reliable sources of supply and are botanically 
true to name. All seeds are new and are cleaned and recleaned 
until they are brought up to the highest possible state of purity 
and germination, special care being given to the elimination of 
weed seeds 

Golf Course Equipment and Supplies 
We carry a most complete tone of equipment and supplies, always 
ready for prompt shipment. Catalogue sent upon request. 

Specialists in Golf Grass Seeds and Equipment 

30-32 Barclay St. , New York 
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instructor must be the "P ros" if the "Cons" 
are the students and the "Cons" if the "Pros" 
are to be educated. One must go around the 
entire 3 6 0 ; of the circle. Such training will 
permit the greenkeeper to be better able to 
diagnose his turf, machinery, cost, or water 
system trouble, and properly prescribe for the 
particular problem. 

In the study of equipment it is particularly 
necessary for the instructor to refrain from 
any influencing talk, yet he must see that every 
good and bad feature of a machine is dis
cussed. I want to say here that if it wasn' t 
for the help and co-operation given us by all 
equipment manufacturers, seedsmen and all 
the departments of our college, we could not 
possibly do the successful job that is being 
done now. 

Wi th such a training as I have briefly de
scribed, given in a practical atmosphere, the 
greenkeeper will be able to meet the problems 
with intelligence and confidence. 

Gentlemen: In closing I 'm going to quote 
from Elbert Hubbard because I think he sums 
up the whole situation: 

" T h e only time a man grows is when he 
is green. T h e moment he thinks he is ripe, he 
starts to get rot ten." 

Tournament Schedule 
May 

6 British Open Muirfield. 
9-10 Ladies' International Matches, St. Andrews. 

10-12 Monterey Peninsula C. C. Invitation, Del Monte. 
13 British Ladies' Championship, St. Andrews. 
27 British Amateur , Royal St. George's, Sandwich. 

June 
5- 8 Westchester Co. Amateur, Green Meadow C. C , 

Harrison. 
10 Section Qualifying, National Open, St. Albans G. C , 

L. I. 
17 Irish Amateur, Por tmarnock. 
_7-29 National Open, Winged Foot Club, Mamaroneck, N. Y. 

July 
8-13 Western Amateur, Mission Hills, C. C , Kansas City, 

Mo. 
9-12 California Junior, Del Monte. 

12-15 Metropolitan Amateur, Montclair G. C , N. Y. 
18-20 Metropolitan Open, Lido C. C , Long Beach, L. I. 
24-26 Metropolitan Junior, Morris Co. G. C , Convent Sta

tion, N. J. 
26-28 Gold Mashie, Ocean Links, Newport , R. I. 

August 
1-4 N. Y. State Amateur, Mohawk G. C , Schenectady. 
5-7 L. I. Open, Salisbury Links, Salisbury Plains. 
8-10 N. J. Open, Elmwood G. C , Paterson, N. J. 

26-31 Women 's Western , Mayfield C. C , Cleveland, O. 
September 

1-7 National Amateur, Pebble Beach, Cal. 
5-6 L. I. Senior, Wheat ley Hills G. C , E. Wrilliston 
9 Irish Open Amateur, Portush 

10 Westchester Co. Senior, Scarsdale G. C , Hartsdale 
17-18 Metropolitan Seniors, Hudson River C. C., Yonkers 
23-25 Westches ter Co. Open, Gedney Farm G. C. 
24-25 French Open, Forqueux, France 
30 Women 's National, Oakland Hills, Birmingham, Mich. 

Statement of the Ownership, Management, Circulation, Etc., required 
by the Act of Congress of August 24, 1912, of T H E NATIONAL 
GREENKEEPER, published monthly at Cleveland, Ohio, for April 1929. 

State of Ohio, County of Cuyahoga, ss. 
Before me. a Notary Public, in and for the State and county afore

said, personally appeared Robt. E. Power, who, having been duly sworn 
according to law, deposes and says that he is the Editor of the National 
Greenkeeper and that the following is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the ownership, management (and if a 
daily paper the circulation), etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date 
shown in the above caption, required by the Act of August 24, I'M2. 
embodied in section 411, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the 
reverse of this form, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, managing 
editor, and business managers are : 

Publisher. The National Greenkeeper, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio; Editor, 
Managing Editor and business Manager Robt. E. Power, Cleveland 
Ohio. 

2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name and 
address must be stated and also immediately thereunder the names and 
addresses of stockholders owning or holding one per cent or more of total 
amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names and addresses 
of the individual owners must be given. If owned by a firm, company, or 
other unincorporated concern, its name and address, as well as those of 
each individual member, must be given.) 

The National Greenkeeper, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio. Robt. E. Power, 
10601 I^ke Ave., Cleveland, Ohio, The Pritton Printing Co., Caxton 
Bldg., Frank II. Clark, 2848 Drummond Rd., Shaker Hts., Ohio, 11 L. 
Richer, .'26.? E. Fairfax Rd.. Cleveland, Ohio, Frank II . Pelton, 2672 N. 
Moreland Hlvd., Shaker IIts., Ohio, F. E. Percy, 3159 South Moreland 
Blvd., Shaker Hts., Ohio, C. F. Lowe, Aurora, Ohio. 

3. That the kn own bondholders, mortgagees, and other security 
holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of bonds, 
mortgages, or other securities are: (If there are none, so state.) None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names of the 
owners, stockholders, and security holders, if atiy, contain not only the 
list of stockholders and security holders as they appear upon the books 
of the company but also, in cases where the stockholder or security holder 
appears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any other fiduci
ary relation, the name of the person or corporation for whom such 
trustee is acting, is given; also that the said two paragraphs contain 
statements embracing affiant's full knowledge and belief as to the cir
cumstances and conditions under which stockholders and security holders 
who do not appear upon the books of the company as trustees, hold stock 
and securities in a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner: and tlvs 
affiant has no reason to believe that any other person, association, or 
corporation has any interest direct or indirect in the said stock, bonds, 
or other securities than as so stated by him. 

ROBERT E. POWER. Editor 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 11th day of April, 1929 

H. \V. Slack 
My commission expires Jan. 8, 1932 

Grass Seed 
Fertil izers 
Seeders 
Discers 
Greens Equipment 
Toro Equipment 
Grounds Equipment 
Rollers 

When in Chicago visit our show room where 
you will see the largest display of equip
ment in the country. A Postal will bring 

our 1929 catalog. 

J. Oliver Johnson, Inc. 
World's largest golf course equipment house 

Morgan Huron Superior Sts. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
(c, Reg. lOJ Inc. 1928 
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