
Helpful Hints 
Some practical advice from experienced greenkeepers on golf course 

maintenance. N o guesswork here 

Lime and Common Sense 
Years ago, we greenkeepers never were afraid 

to use a little lime in our soil, and those days 
we never had brown patch, and I'll venture to 
say not as much clover as you can find in some 
greens of today. 

All we have heard these last few years has 
been use sulphate of ammonia and get your 
soil acid, than you won't have clover or weeds, 
but they forgot to say look.out and don't 
overdo it. 

I am using Gypsum this year—fifty pounds 
to a green. I find it has a sweetening effect 
on the soil and will not encourage clover, and 
can be mixed with manure as it does not react 
unfavorably on manure. 

So here's to a little lime with common sense 
—better turf and less brown patch. 

HERBERT E. SHAVE. 
Oakland Hills Country Club, 

Birmingham, Mich. 

proofs the greens. The advantages of using 
commercial fertilizers are — much easier to 
handle and the weed growth is not so great as 
when manure is used. 

J. O. CAMPBELL. 
Wethersfield Country Club, 

Wethersfield, Conn. 

Handy Oil Filter 
A handy oil filter can be made by using an 

oil drum and a small metal tub. The tub 
is punched full of small holes and then a 
thick layer of felt is placed in the tub and the 
tub on top of the drum. The oil is poured 
into the tub and it slowly filters through the 
felt into the drum where you collect a good 
grade of oil that will be found very useful. 

If the oil is not burned or full of gasoline 
it can be used for oiling the small mowers and 
other machinery. It is excellent for the rough 
mower or wheelbarrows or numerous other 
places where the best oil is not necessary. It is 

Spring Topdressing a i s o g o o c [ t o p a i n t t h e e q u i p m e n t w i t h i n t h c 

In topdressing my greens for the first time fall before putting into storage for the winter. 
in the spring, I find it is a good idea to add 
two ounces of mercury, or about one pound 
of Semesan and fifteen pounds of arsenate of 
lead to a yard and one-half of compost to a 
seven thousand foot green. It acts as a pre
ventive for brown patch and is very effective 
in eliminating grubs and worms. 

Before planting new greens I put on fertil
izers, like Milorganite or tankage, and about 
four pounds of arsenate of lead to one thou- piece of 1-inch gas pipe for drawbar, and to it 
sand square feet of green raking them in to a a crotch chain to draw it by, and upon it a 
depth of one-half inch. This method puts the flexible wood frame to carry some extra 
fertilizer close to the stolons, and also grub weight. The frame is fastened at six dif-

Some practical advice from experienced 
greenkeepers on golf course maintenance. No 
guesswork here. 

Breaking Up Manure 
Here is a little stunt I worked out last Fall 

and which gave surprising results. 
We made a drag of a six foot piece of eight 

feet high Cyclone fencing by lacing it to a 

IT SHARPENS THE GROUND BLADE 
Also the Revolving Blades—of any Lawn Mower from the Smallest to the 30 inch m o d e l -

also Herring Bone Blades 

THE HARDINGE LAWN MOWER SHARPENER 
Write For Illustration—Particulars—Price 

HENRY H. DOTY Distributor Highland Park , Illinois 
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Make Water 
Your Servant 
and not a nuisance 

The distribution of water on the 
golf course, while thoroughly 
important, should be a well-or
dered part of the upkeep in
stead of a bothersome, time-eat
ing and expensive routine. The 
correct equipment for the par
ticular type of water system and 
equipment that is itself modern, 
sturdy and wear-proof is the an
swer. 

Nearly half the golf courses in 
the U. S. are using one or more 
Economy Sprinklers. Sold for 
15 years, this equipment has been 
constantly improved and adapted 
to the changing conditions. It 
makes all water systems ade
quate. 

The Economy Traveller is a fa
miliar sight on thousands of 
courses—the only sprinkler in 
the world that moves itself, 
making one revolution in ^ to 4 
hours. There are two types— 
for day and for night watering. 
It covers an area up to 160 diam. 
feet—almost double that of any 
other sprinkler—and allows for 
slower application of water. 

The President (illustrated be
low), the Super-Simplex, the 
Spectacular—each is fitted to 
its specific job and is of the same 
rugged construction that charac
terizes E c o n o m y Sprinklers. 
Write us for name of our agent 
near you. He can give you worth 
while watering information. 

Economy Irrigation Co. 
INCORPORATED 

21 Spokane Street 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

Distributors in leading American and 
Canadian cities. 

The Economy President. Patented 
Speed Control. Even coverage 100-
120 diam. ft. Gearless. Slow Speed. 
Long Hie. With either roller or sled 
base. 

ferent points of bearings to mat, bearings are 
of short pieces of board about 12 inches square, 
stapled to mat from underside at well distrib
uted points. 

This tool is used to break up and spread 
barnyard manure where it is desired to be put 
on very heavy. The inspiration came to me 
when we were raking this fertilizer around 
by hand to break it up, etc. 

We use our Ford chassis runabout to draw 
it and I wish to tell you it surely does the 
work in a jiffy that requires many hours to 
do by hand. 

A. E. ARNOLD. 
Masonic Country Club, 

Comstock Park, Mich. 

Damage to Poa Annua 

There are probably quite a few greenkeepers 
especially in Illinois who find themselves re
viewing the ravishing results of a hard winter 
on "poa annua." They will find the damage not 
so great as they at first thought as the seed of 
this grass germinates rapidly in the Spring. If 
the greens are left alone and not torn up, a light 
top-dressing with a little fertilizer mixed with 
the compost will bring them back very quick
ly. If there are any spots which do not re
spond mix some Cocoos Bent seed with some 
compost and seed these places; the result in 
about a week will surprise you. 

Checking the Drainage System 

Weak spots in the drainage system would 
certainly show up on the golf courses this 
spring, if they have not been remedied they 
should be marked for draining in the fall. 

Moving Evergreens 

If you are contemplating moving or thin
ning out evergreen trees, pines, spruce, etc., 
the best time to do this is in the month of 
July. Never move an evergreen while it is 
making new growth; if you do, every shoot 
will curl up and die. Wait until the growth 
has become ripened, then the trees can be 
moved successfully. 

JOHN MacGREGOR. 
Chicago Golf Club, Wheaton, 111. 
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Weed Control in Fairways 
I think it would be well if something was 

said about weed control in the fairway. 
Like most courses, a year ago we had weeds 

in our fairways and a good number of them 
too. This spring there are only a few and 
the ones that are growing are very small. 

I give all the credit to a complete fertilizer 
that contained 200 pounds of sulphate to the 
acre. Not only does the sulphate reduce and 
hold the weeds in check but also no weed seeds 
are put back with this fertilizer and the grass 
grows so thick that weeds do not have a chance 
to thrive. 

FRED A. BURKHARDT. 
Westwood Country Club, Cleveland, O. 

Loosening Up Sand 
A potato hook makes an excellent tool to 

loosen up the sand in the traps. The long 
prongs reach to the bottom of the sand and 
stir it up in good shape. 

Putty Knives 
When working in wet soil and clay that 

sticks to the shovels, the investment in a few 
cheap putty knives will save money. A putty 
knife will clean a shovel better and quicker 
than a stone or a wooden paddle. 

Using Acid Phosphate 
Should there be any question of acidity in 

the earth making up the green the use of 125 
pounds of acid phosphate to the green is ad
visable. T o eliminate the lime content, the 
bag containing the phosphate should be sus
pended in a barrel of water for 24 hours, after 
which time the water would contain the avail
able phosphoric acid through "circulatory dis
placement." The lime, as a sulphate, con
tained in the bag, could then be thrown away 
and the liquid from the barrel applied to the 
greens. 

The purpose of this phosphoric acid addi
tion is to control any aluminum excess in the 
soil which would cause acidity. This should 
best be done at the time final contours are be
ing made. 

J O H N QUAILL. 
Highland Country Club, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

"We are digging 
up these dra ins 

for the 

last t ime • • • • " 
i 

Armco Culver t Mfrs . Association 
Middletown, Ohio 

ARMCO 
perforated 

PIPE 
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