
Among Canadian Greenkeepers 
A review of the activities of golf course work in Canada 

By J. H. EVANS, 
Golf Editor—The Toronto Globe 

SIX years ago, greenkeepers of Toronto and 
Hamilton were brought together in the 

Western Golf and Country Club by its sec
retary, C. H. L. Knuth, to discuss problems of 
mutual interest and questions arising from the 
culture of grass and the treatment of soil. Mr. 
Knuth and the group of greenkeepers who at
tended the meeting were dependent on the 
bulletins of the United States Golf association, 
and on advice to be secured 
from the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture and Cana
dian colleges for assistance in 
solving the problems with 
which they were confronted. 

It was really the influence of 
the United States Golf associa
tion in stimulating a national 
consciousness, that was respon
sible for the organization of this 
Ontario Greenkeepers' associa
tion—the only active organiza
tion of its kind in Canada. T o 
the same influence may be 
traced a change within 'a de
cade of greenkeeping and golf 
course development, from a 
"father and son" proposition 
to a calling requiring a high de
gree of practical knowledge 
combined with much theory ob
tained from the Federal and Provincial govern
ments of Canada and the colleges of the Do
minion. 

Sanson Was First President 
HpHE outcome of the meeting at the Weston 

Golf and Country Club was the organiza
tion of an association with William J. Sanson, 
of the Toronto Golf club, as its first presi
dent and Herbert Hawkins, of the Lakeview 
Golf and Country club, as its secretary. The 
organization was followed by a larger inter 

C. H. L. KNUTH 
who played a large part in form
ing the Ontario Greenkeepers' 
association six years ago. Mr. 
Knuth received the freedom of 
the City of London in recogni

tion of war services 

and with it the establishment of a Green sec
tion by the Royal Canadian Golf association. 
The Green section functioned with a salaried 
secretary for two seasons, and since then 
through the medium of bulletins appearing in 
a monthly magazine. However, the Green
keepers' association carries on with its monthly 
meetings, winter and summer. It enters 1929 
with Sanson and Hawkins as its directing 

spirits, a greater prestige and 
with the confidence of club com
mittees in general. 

Activities of the associa
tion for the present season 
which opened three weeks 
earlier than usual in Can
ada, include monthly gather
ings on different courses of 
Toronto, Hamilton and other 
centers. Members of the staff 
of the Ontario Agricultural 
College and of the Federal De
partment of Agriculture will 
deliver addresses. The associa
tion organized an exhibition of 
golf course equipment last 
year at the Rosedale Golf club 
at a considerable expense, but is 
hesitating before it offers the 
same feature for club officials 
and committees because it be

lieves that the cost might well be borne by 
those who will profit—the manufacturers of 
course equipment, seed merchants and supply 
houses. 

The exhibition at the Rosedale Golf club 
reflects the growth and the influence of the 
greenkeepers' association. It was started as 
the result of continual requests from mem
bers of green committees to Secretary Hawkins 
for advice regarding the best equipment for 
courses. In many instances, the requests for 

est in technical problems of course maintenance advice came from small clubs of the Province 
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*1,000,000 
SAVED 

Jacobsen 
Power 

Putting 
Green 

f Mowers 

'"PHE success of the Jacobsen Power Putting 
•*• Green Mower has been spectacular. Year 

after year this mower has added to its con
quests and it is recognized as standard equip
ment on thousands of greens. Golf Clubs of 
America have saved over a million dollars 
with Jacobsen Power Putting Green Mowers, 
with the added satisfaction of more perfect 
greens, and greens ready for the players 
earlier in the day. 

Jacobsen Putting Green Mowers are gear 
driven and have separate clutch control 
of traction and cutting unit. They travel on 
their own power with or without revolving 
the reel. All major castings are made of aero
plane aluminum and the light weight is per
fectly balanced over the large aluminum 
traction roller. The mower exerts no more 
pressure on the green than a man's foot. The 
traction roller is divided at the center and 
equipped with an auto-type differential 
which permits easy turning without scuffing 
the green. 

The Jacobsen Power Putting Green Mower 
produces a finer cut than any push-type 
mower. It is speedy, efficient and will not 
scalp the undulating green. 

A Power Cart for transporting the mower, 
and a Green Brush attachment are Jacobsen 
accessories greatly appreciated by green-
keepers. 

A Valuable Free Guide to 
Green Maintenance 

This new book describes Jacob-
sen Power Putting Green 
Mowers and equipment. Gives 
actual records and data from 
various Clubs, offers a solution 
of the Brown Patch Problem. 
A postal card brings you a 
copy. 

JACOBSEN 
MFG. CO. 

Dept. 11 
Racine, Wisconsin 

New York Office: 
507 W. 56th St. 

where economy and excellent values for the 
money spent is essential. The association de
cided to adopt an unbiased attitude and gave 
the manufacturer at its expense the opportun
ity to demonstrate the merits of his equipment. 

Golft—A Post War Sport 
f* OLF in Toronto is a post war sport. Prior 

to the war there were three clubs with 
strong memberships and four smaller organi
zations which had secured the best tracts of 
land for their courses. After the close of hos
tilities, Canada's disbanding army brought 
back keen interest in golf from the British 
Isles. Since 1918 more than a dozen clubs 
were formed in Toronto. A number of these 
clubs were forced to go north of the city and 
to build their courses on the clay soil which 
in other portions of the suburbs provided the 
material for the finest brick in the Dominion. 
No city on the continent has the same amount 
and the same available supply of brick. 

This rapid development of golf after the 
war provided the greenkeeper with the prob
lem of growing grass on a clay soil—a heart 
breaking task in midsummer drought. The 
greenkeeper's knowledge was largely British 
and practical to a limited extent because con
ditions in England and Scotland made a close 
study of the culture of grass unnecessary. The 
clay course was probably a factor in hasten
ing the formation of a greenkeepers' associa
tion. It must be safd that the greenkeeper met 
the problems before him in an admirable man
ner, but only by blending the practical with 
the scientific advice first obtained from the 
United States and then in Canada. 

Piper Introduces Creeping Bent 
TT IS of interest to note that creeping bent 

grass for use on the golf course was brought 
into Canada seven years ago by the late Dr. 
Piper, of Washington, D. C . who provided 
Mr. Sanson with a sod for a nursery at the 
Toronto Golf club. The club has sufficient 
now to meet any condition which might arise. 
The Weston club secured another sod from 
the same source with the same result, while 
other clubs have commenced the culture of 
creeping bent with local assistance. 

President Sanson, Secretary Hawkins and 
their associates have taken up their duties in 
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REFINED 

G R A S S S E E D 
AND 

COMPLETE E Q U I P M E N T 
FOR 

GOLF C O U R S E S 
Send for Catalog and Grass Seed Price List 

Distributors 
Worthington Mowing Equipment 

Nu-Green Semesan 

AMERICAN SEED COMPANY 
DETROIT, MICH. 

"Quality Grass Seed for a Quarter Century" 

CSS 

a happy frame of mind. T h e early spring 
brought courses into play in March, an un
usual condition in Canada, while torrential 
rains and midsummer temperatures which fol
lowed carried out all frost, al though it is true 
that the storms which swept the lower part 
of the Province did some damage to the courses. 
Howard Lloyd, greenkeeper at the Rosedale 
club, is confronted with the job of rebuilding 
portions of one fairway. Piling which pro
tected several fairways was swept away by the 
swollen stream. T h e damage to other courses 
was comparatively slight and would only be
come serious in the event of snow and frost, 
not an uncommon occurrence in April . 

Records at the T o r o n t o Golf club show that 
the put t ing greens were clipped some years ago 
on April 9. T h i s year the prevailing condi
tions have been responsible for a remarkable 
growth and greens are being trimmed. Mild 
weather which followed the storms dissipated 
fears that a return to winter would seriously 
delay growth and do any considerable damage 
to fairways and put t ing surfaces. 

"Unless we have some severely cold weather 
within the next three weeks," said Hawkins, 
"we are off to an exceptional start. T h e storms 
naturally favored the sand courses, yet the 
rainfall may prove of great benefit to the nu
merous clay courses. We are weeks ahead of 
the game and quite contented with the pros
pects for the season." 

H U B B A R D N U R S E R I E S 

CREEPING BENT STOLONS 
Washington and Metropolitan Strains 

Pure, free of weeds, and of one season's growth 

DR. AMOS F. HUBBARD, N. Kingsville, Ohio 

Hundreds of Golf Clubs, large 
and small, now use the Peer
less Lawnmower Sharnener 

It Perfects 
Hhe Cutting 
Edges of any 
make ofMovter 

And That Means Perfect Turf 
The Peerless Mower Sharpener is the 
only machine that sharpens all makes 
of Power, Horse and Hand Mowers 
scientifically — quickly — perfectly — 
does the work as nothing else can. 
Operated by 1/3 H. P. Motor—attach 
it to your lamp socket. Special Grind
ing Wheel for sickles, scythes, etc. 
Skate sharpening attachment includ
ed. Wil l save its cost the first season. 
Wri te for catalog and list of users. 

THE FATE-ROOT-HEATH CO. 
925 Bell St., Plymouth, Ohio 

We wUl e.rliibit at the International Golf Show 

ess 
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