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We have not done any new construction 
work except to complete what was started dur
ing the fall of '28. Our new greens were 
planted October 6, 1928 and opened for play 
June 6, 1929. 

And fellow-greenkeepers if you ever pass 
through Lima, Ohio would be glad to have 
you come out to the club for I can talk better 
than I can write, this being my first attempt. 

i 

CHARLES 
ERICKSON 

Veteran Minnesota 
greenkeeper 

Fencing the Golf Course 
By CHAS. ERICKSON 

Greenkeeper, Minikahda Golf Club. Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 

AM a little lax when it 
comes to writing letters 
to the National Asso

ciation of Greenkeepers, 
but in reading the last issue 
of your magazine it made 
me embarrassed to note 
there was nothing from 
this section of the country, 
with the exception of an 
article by one of our young 
greenkeepers, Harold Stod-

ola, of the Keller Club, St. Paul, Minn, 
with the exception of an article by one of our 
young greenkeepers, Harold Stodola, of the 
Keller Club. St. Paul, Minn. 

It seems that the majority of the greenkeep
ers always seem so busy and have something 
on their minds. For my part I have not had 
any trouble at all. Everything has been going 
along nicely throughout the season. Have not 
been bothered with brown patch or weeds. We 
go over our greens every day and in that way 
we do not give the weeds a chance to multiply. 

I have done quite a little work this season. 
We fenced in nearly our entire golf course, 
which is about 160 acres, and put up a wonder
ful fence with barb wire on the top, so it would 
be quite difficult for anyone to get in except 
by the gate. Have also done a lot of carpenter 
work. We built a house for the caretaker who 
is working at the club house, and of late we 
have put up a nice trap shooting house, besides 
doing some tiling which the county made us 
do. Taking it all in all, a person does not 
have to look for work on a golf course as there 
is always plenty to do. 

Do not believe it is necessary to tell you 
how I do my work as all greenkeepers work 
under different conditions. We do not have 
the same soil to contend with, nor the same 
climate. So, I always do things in my own 
way and find myself coming to the front with 
my work. I have never been afraid of anyone 
looking at the beautiful Minikahda course, as 
it is certainly a real course. 

I do not have to ask for money to go ahead 
with my work, or a man or two if I find I 
need additional help. I have a chairman who 
cannot be beaten in seven states. He has al
ways told me that it is up to me (leaving all 
matters to my judgment) so I have always 
been careful not to abuse the privilege. How
ever, I have visited at clubs where they 
have not had more than four or five men 
at the most and that certainly is not sufficient 
to take care of all the work connected with a 
golf course. I have found that they have had 
to be stingy about their help and finances 
in general, and still some of the mem
bers expect the greenkeepers to have the courses 
looking as good as those on which a great deal 
of money has been expended. 

Every so often we run across one of these 
chairmen who will say, "I was over at such 
and such a course to play a game of golf and 
the greens were simply wonderful and the fair
way was so good that you could have cut a 
putting green anywhere, and the bunkers were 
riffled and they looked beautiful, and the long 
grass was cut so short that you could see the 
ball fifty yards away." It may be possible that 
the greenkeeper, of the course, that was getting 
"knocked" did not have sufficient help to 
make the course as wonderful as the one 
bragged about. Well, we have to stop and 
figure that in all probability the other fellow 
had all the help he needed, all the money he 
needed, so why shouldn't he have a perfect 
course. In one instance I told a man so and I 
only hope that he will read this article in some 
issue of your magazine. 

How I Plan My Work 
Q R E E N K E E P I N G comes very easy to me, 

but just remember that I have been at the 
same club for the past twenty-nine years, be
sides having eleven years of practice with the 


