
Spring Rolling-When and How
A composite opinion by well-known green keepers

Editors' Note: I n response to a .questionnaire on
Spring rolling of fairways we print herewith four re-
plies from widely separated districts, viz., New York,
Columbus, 0., Chicago and Toronto. Several others
were received but limitation of space precludes their
publication.

By ROBERT J. HAYES, Greenkeeper Pelham Country
Club, Pelham Manor, N. Y.

ABOUT Spring rolling, I would say that
there cannot possibly be any definite date

given for first rolling, but of course it certainly
ought to be done just as soon as ever suitable
\veather and turf conditions arrive.

The correct time is after the frost has left the
ground, and the ground has begun to dry. As
a fairly good way to test the ground for roll-
ing, I recommend pressing the turf heavily
with the foot, and if real wetness shows around
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the shoe, conditions are not yet dry enough for
rolling. The ground is ready for rolling when
only moisture, not wetness, shows on the shoe.

For the first rolling, a straight roller should
be used, to level places raised by the frost, and
such spots as may have been inadequately
graded. (The springy condition of the turf
that prevails, you know, at the opening of
Spring, makes it really possible to do this).
The weight of this first roller ought to be from
2000 lbs. to 3000 lbs., depending on its length
-that is, on. whether it is 5 or 6 sections.

A secdnd rolling is desirable, this time ,vi th
a flexible gang roller, which more readily than
the type of roller used in the first rolling, fits
into the contour of the ground and ensures
every spot, low and high, being rolled. Each
unit in this gang roller should weigh about
500 lbs.

By JOHN MACGREGOR, Greenkeeper Chicago Golf
Club, Wheaton, /II.

WHEN to roll is really up to the green-
keeper. There is no set time. In some

localities it is done sooner than in others.
I have found the best time to roll is imme-

diately after the frost is out of the ground be-
cause then the ground dries very rapidly. By
walking over the turf one can readily tell if i"
is right for rolling, that is, when there is no
\vater seeping around the shoes when one
walks. It will be found the time allotted is
about eight days; after that time the soil has
become dry, then the roller does no good.

Rolling when too wet bakes or seals the sur-
face of the soil and excludes the air which is
absolutely necessary to plant growth. Rolling
when too dry does no good at all as the roller
does not leave an impression. When this hap-
pens rolling may as well be discontinued.

I think everyone knows \vhy rolling is done.
but perhaps I had better state why-it is to
press the roots of the grass back into the soil
from \-vhere the frost has pushed it, not to iron
out bumps and high spots.
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Hundreds of Golf Clubs, large
and small, now use the Peer-
less Lawnl110wer Sharpener

It Perfects
CJhe Cutting
Edges oFan)'
make ofMower

And That Means Perfect Turf
The Peerless l\Iower Sharpener is the
only mach ine that sha rpens all tnakes
of Power, Horse and Hctnd ~lowers
scientifically - quickly - perfectly -
does the \"ork as nothing else can.
Operated by 1/3 H. P. ~Iot(~r-at~ach
it to your lanlp socket. SpecIal Gnnd-
ing \\Theel fa r sickles. scyth~s, etc.
Skate sharpening attachnlen t Incl ud-
ed. \\Till save its cost the first season.
~T ri te fo r catalog and Iist of users.

THE FATE-ROOT-HEATH CO.
925 Bell St., Plymouth, Ohio
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As to weight of rollers, a gang of three ro11-
c~s weighing about 600 lbs. each is sufficiently
heavy.

Greens and tees can usually be rolled sooner
than fair\vays. A roller weighing from 250
lbs. to 300 lbs. is heavy enough for this pur-
pose. Greens and tees I roll both ways; the
reason for this is a green roller is in two sec-
tions and when rolling it will be found that
small strips have been left owing to the open-
ing between sections.

The same judgment should be used as to the
proper time to roll as on the fairways.

By GEORGE SARGENT, Pro-greenkeeper Scioto Coun-
try Club. Columbus. OhioPRIMARIL Y, rolling grass in the spring-

time is done to press into the soil the roots
of the grass which have been partly raised out
of the ground by heaving and thawing during
the late winter.

Secondl y, it serves to smooth out the ine-
qualities of the surface of the fairways and so
gives the player. a much better chance to get
a good lie than he would have if the fairways
were cuppy.

A great deal of care must be exercised on
the time to roll the fairways. If the soil
should be rolled whilst too wet, a packed soil
would be the result; this would prove disas-
trous to the grass during hot weather, as air
cannot penetrate to the roots of the grass
should the soil become packed. To get the
best results, rolling should be done when the
soil is reasonably soft; so that the roots of the
grass can be pressed into the ground, and not
crushed onto a hard surface such as would be
the case if the soil were dry and hard.

The best time to roll is immediatel y after the
\vet. soggy condi tion has passed, and the soil is
in what might be termed a mealy condition:
that is, soft, but not wet. Ordinarily this con-
dition does not last more than a few days and
the greenkeeper should be on the lookout for
it. and seize the opportunity with both feet. If
at all possible it is advisable to have two roll-
ing outfits ready so that an eighteen-hole
course for instance could be gone over in three
or four days.

The weight of the roller can better be deter-
mined by the green keeper in charge, as the tex-
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