
Stolons Versus Seeds
A Comparison of Cost and Quality

By E. S. GARNER, Agrostologist
Rhode Island Agricultural Experimental Station

EDITOR'S NOTE-While we do not agree en-
tirely with some of the statements made by the author
of this article we are publishing it just as it is written.
This is in line with the policy of the NATIONAL
GREEN KEEPER to permit as far as possible free ex-
pression of opinion on the part of those qualified to:
wri te on greenkeeping sub jects. We want our readers
to feel free to send us any opinions they may have
based upon practical experience which disagree with any
article published in the N AT/ON AL GREEN-
KEEPER.

ONE of the most interesting questions con-
nected with bent grass is that of seed ver-

sus stolons. In order to make the question
itself as clear as possible I am dividing it into
three parts, as follows:

1. Will seed or stolons ultimately produce
the better resul ts?

2. Which will cost the less (a) to plant?
(b) to maintain?

for every dot there is a
golf club that sows
SCOTT'S SEED

And this is why they sow it. In the
words of a Pennsylvania Greens
Chairman: "We seeded our 9 hole
course with Scott's Seed and many
golf enthusiasts pronounce it the best
year-old turf they have ever seen.
Our 9 greens were sowed with your
German Bent and today there is sur-
prisingly thick green turf. Now you
know what I think of Scott's Seed."
For the good of your course get more
facts about Scott's Seed before you
buy.

O. M. SCOTT & SONS CO.
Marysville, Ohio

3. Having decided what would be the best
to use, where can it be obtained?

In answer to the first question it may be
said right away that generalization is only
possible to a very slight extent. All stolons
will not produce better results than all seed,
and all seed is not better than all stolons.
Each kind should be finally judged upon its
individual merits.

Stolons Develop Identical Strains

IN A few respects, however, the results ob-
tained from stolons may be compared with

those from seed (collectively so-called.) There
are several advantages in using stolons. Per-
haps the most important is that, having used
a particular strain on a green and seen the sort

" of turf which it produces, one may be abso-
lutely certain of obtaining identical results by
using that strain again. With seed, especially
bent seed, there is always a risk that it will not
produce consisten t results. It may be true to
name, so far as species and variety are con-
cerned, bu tit is very seldom of one strain and
there is, of course, a wide difference between
the strains of ben t grass.

Probably the nearest approach to uniform-
ity in seed has been reached by the use of non-
stoloniferous species, such as redtop and Rhode
Island bent. Seed growers, both in the East
and in the West, have put on the market seed
that produces very fairly uniform turf. but I
have not seen any that possessed the absolute
homogeneity that is obtained by using stolons.

The Rhode Island Agricultural Experimen t
Station is now conducting a series of experi-
ments as a result of which seed of "creeping
bent," velvet bent and maritima will be pro-
duced from selected strains of each. Whether
this seed will produce turf iden tical ,vi th that
from which the seed is obtained is problemati-
cal. If it does, the main advantage of using
stolons will have been overcome.
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Tomeo/
who think

The first cost of an
article is one thing •..

... but, the. ultimate cost over
a given period is an entirely
different thing.

WHEN you buy Hollow
Roller Mowers,that cost

can be spread over 5 or more
years.
When you buy old..fashioned
Side Wheel Mowers, the in..
itial cost is merely the first of
a series of payments necessary
to keep them in operation.

ROSEMAN
HOLLOW ROLLER

MOWERS
improve your course as they mow,
and are guaranteed against break ..
age.
Durability and performance per ..
mit of our three year payment plan.

Write for details today.

ROSEMAN TRACTOR
MOWER COMPANY

810 Church St., Evanston, Ill.
or 11 W. 42nd St., New York, N. Y.

Makers of Roseman H oJ/ow Roller Mowers for
Fairway and Rough
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There are, however, other points, about stol-
ons in general which will always be in their fa-
vor. One is that, in using stolons, one can de-
pend on a certain measure of success if they are
given any attention at all. They will ultimately
take possession of the ground: in spite of poor
prepara tion and trea tmen t, bu t seeding grass is
always delicate and is more liable to suffer loss.
Once stolons are rooted (within, say, two
\veeks from the time of planting) the little
plants are. mature and they will withstand
washing due to heavy rains, or trampling, far
better than will seedling grass. Weeding may
be undertaken earlier than is advisable with a
seeded lawn.

On the other hand, it is not by any means
certain that a stolon green, because it is uni-
form, is uniformly good. Some of them are
uniformly bad. The same name has not in-
frequently been given to different strains and
different names to the same strains. It is al-
ways better, if possible, to start with a small
piece of sod and propagate your own .. \Vhere
there is not the time to do this and it has to be
bought it is very advisable to purchase material
that has been grown from one of the strains
developed by the United States Golf Associa-
tion Green Section at Arlington Farm, The
Metropolitan, Washington and Virginia are
the best of these-apart from the creeping vel-
vet bents which are no\v being developed. I
personally prefer the Metropolitan strain to
any other and there has been no confusion at
any time as to which strain the name applies
to.

Stolon Greens Need More Dressing

;\ LL of the "creeping bents" just mentioned
.1l.. seem to require more dressing than is nec-
essary on a seeded green, but provided they
get it, and are prevented from becoming
spongy, soft and slow, they will produce as
excellent putting surfaces as can be obtained.

As to the relative costs, it is certainly true to
say that the amount necessary to bring a lawn
or a green to maturity will vary considerably
whichever method be used. As a generalized
guess I would say that the cost of using stolons
is 10 per cent higher, on the average, than the
cost of seeding. No doubt in some cases it
costs twice as much to plant and raise one green

SAY YOU SAW THE AD IN THE NATIONAL GREENKEEPER



from stolons as another one from seed; hut it
should not, and there are times when we have
to re-seed due to losses which would not have
occurred if stolons had been used.

It seems time that someone made a study of
the relative costs, for though there would no
doubt be a wide range of difference as between
the high and low cost of each method it might
be seen that the means were not so far apart.
Or it might be found that the average cost of
a stolon lawn was 100 per cent higher than the
average of a seeded one. But whatever might
be the result of the statistics I do not believe
that the cheaper method would be the more
economical if the results were in any respect in-
ferior.

Best Is Always Cheapest

THE same is true of maintenance. Stolons
may cost more as regards mowing and

dressing, but as a rule they cost considerably
less in weeding. Whatever difference there may
be it is not sufficient to justify one in using
anything but the very best. Seed may be both
better and cheaper, generally speaking, and if
you think so and know of something that

Grass Seed
Fertilizers
Seeders
Discers
Greens EquiplDent
Toro EquiplDent
Grounds EquiplDent
Rollers

When in Chicago visit our show room where
you will see the largest display of equip-
ment in the country. A Postal will bring

our 1929 catalog.

J. Oliver Johnson, Inc.
'Vorld's largest golf course equipment house

Morgan Huron Superior Sts.
CHICAGO, ILL.

@ Reg. JOJ Inc. 1928

$1~OOO~OOO
SAVED ~

?toJacobsen
Power

Putting
Green

~( Mowers
~~~

THE success of the Jacobsen Power Putting
Green Mower has been spectacular. Year

after year this mower has added to its con-
quests and it is recognized as standard equip-
ment on thousands of gr'eens. Golf Clubs of
America have saved over a million dollars
with Jacobsen Power Putting Green Mowers,
with the added satisfaction of more perfect
greens, and greens ready for the players
earlier in the day.

Jacobsen Putting Green Mowers are gear
driven and have separate clutch control
of traction and cutting unit. They travel on
their own power with or without revolving
the reel. All major castings are made of aero-
plane aluminum and the light weight is per-
fectly balanced over the large aluminum
traction roller. The mower exerts no more
pressure on the green than a man's foot. The
traction roller is divided at the center and
equipped with an auto-type differential
which permits easy turning without scuffing
the green.

The Jacobsen Power Putting Green Mower
produces a finer cut than any push-type
mower. It is speedy, efficient and will not
scalp the undulating green.

A Power Cart for transporting the mower,
and a Green Brush attachment are Jacobsen
accessories greatly appreciated by green-
keepers.

A Valuable Free Guide to
Green Maintenance

This new book describes Jacob-
sen Power Putting Green
Mowers and equipment. Gives
actual records and data from
various Clubs. offers a solution
of the Brown Patch Problem.
A postal card brings you a
copy.

JACOBSEN
MFG. CO.

Dept. 11
Racine, Wisconsin

New York Office:
507 W. 56th St.
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REFINED
GRASS SEED

AND
COMPLETE EQUIPMENT

FOR
GOLF COURSES

Send for Catalog and Grass Seed Price List
Distributors

Worthington Mowing Equipment
Nu-Green Semesan

AMERICAN SEED COMPANY
DETROIT, MICH.

"Quality Grass Seed for a Quarter Century"

Plan now to fertilize fairways
this year with

MILORGANITE
used on more than 1000 golf

courses during 1928

Exceptional Mechanical Condition facili-
tates unifonn distribution and makes it
an excellent carrier for lead arsenate,
sulphate of an1monla, etc.

beats anything you ever saw, well! Don't
bother to read this article!

As regards the sources from which stolons
should be obtained, the U. S. G. A. Green
Section would send any greenkeeper a square
foot of sod, from which a small piece of turf
could be grown. A sample of stolons ~f the
same name, bought from any of the numerous
dealers, could be compared with this turf and
if it did not prove better one could always try
another dealer. On the whole there is less
likelihood of getting misnamed stolons than
there is of getting misnamed seed.

THE "LARK"

The Sewerage Commission

Request further information and address
of nearest distributor from

RESERVES HAVE BEEN AC-
CUMULATED TO INSURE
PROMPT SPRING SHIPMENT.

'/
~CC~NTRIC NOZZLf

SWIYfLS TO RlGtfT OR
LffT TO CONTROL
!>PUDOI'MAINSTRU\M

S[Lf-nUSHING SCRffN
PRfV\TS CLOGGING _

Sprinkles Evenly from center to
outside circumference on Any pressure.

The "Lark" Sprinkles Evenly
125 ft. on 50 lbs. pressure-gO ft. on 35 lbs. pressure
100 ft. on 40 lbs. pressure-80 ft. on 25 lbs. pressure

60 ft. on 15 lbs. pressure.
Pressure Readings at the Sprinkler

The New Rotor Control Valve controls the speed
of the Rotor and the quality of its spray under
varying pressures. It eliminates those smoky
sprays that ~re often lost in the breeze. It pre-
vents excessive wear of the Rotor bearing.

The Self-Flushing Screen keeps all sediment away
from the Rotor, preventing any clogging. All sedi-
ment passes out through the larger Main Stream
Nozzle.

L R. NELSON MFG. CO., PEORIA, ILL
Milwaukee, Wis.

l\1ilorganite supplies valuable Organic
Nitrogen, the vi tal plan t food elel11ent
for turf grasses. Its nitrogen is not
wa ter soluble but is gradually converted
into available fonn by soil processes.
l\'Iilorganite thus provides for long con-
tinuous feeding, particularly on fairways.

508 Market Street
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