Municipal Golf at a Profit

By Epw. M. Laing

Secretary and Superintendent of Parks
Highland Park East Park District, Highland Park, Il

T is with much misgiving that I am writing this

article after having faithfully read the many in-
teresting articles of the experienced greenkeepers and
others appearing in your magazine, but I feel that I
would be ungrateful should I neglect to voice some recog-
nition of their valuable work and unselfish willingness
to impart the results of their experience to their co-
workers. It would be hard to single out any one or
number of articles appearing in your paper for special
comment, for they all have merit.

During the last thirty years I have engaged in various
pursuits. None have been more interesting than the
care and management of a golf course, and I may say
none required as much unceasing care and watchfulness.
I can safely say that the varied experiences of that
period have proved valuable in my present occupation.

My experience in the management and operation of
a golf course began some six years ago. A nine-hole
course was built by the Highland Park East Park
District at that time. It is located in the Skokie Valley,
To the reader who is familiar with the Skokie Valley
along the North Shore in Lake County, Illinois, it will
not be necessary to state that it would be hard to find
a location more suitable for the production of fairway
turf,

The Park Commissioners had purchased 120 acres of
this land half of which was subject, at that time, to over-
flow. Therefore nine holes were constructed on the
higher ground. To say that the commissioners were
severely criticized for this purchase and venture is put-
ting it mildly, but they had the foresight to grasp the
future situation, and perhaps the only result of these
objections was to make them proceed more slowly with
the expenditures.

View looking south across water :Iu_xard to Number
green at Sunset Park municipal course
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Limited
plowed, harrowed,
and seeded and simple dome
greens were built with no
provision for watering them.
Well, that doesn’t sound
much like a golf course. I
may say that the lack of water for the greens had much
to do with the writer's present occupation and interest
in golf as I was elected a commissioner for the purpose
of securing water for the greens, and the next season
saw the greens watered to the satisfaction of the patrons
of the course.

fairways were

disced,

Edw. M. Laing

Draining Overflowed Land

About this time a drainage ditch was projected up
the valley through the property providing a means for
drainage of the overflow portion and making the con-
struction of nine additional holes possible. Much of
the ground occupied by the second nine holes is not
more than three and one-half feet above mean water
level and before work of construction could be com-
menced some means of drainage had to be provided. A
system of tile drains was laid, the quantity of which
was materially restricted by the limited funds available.
I might say that this lack of funds was a most im-
portant factor in all the development of the course.

The drainage thus constructed at least made it possible
to plow and disc and, profiting by the experience of the
unpardonable condition of the rough in the first nine
holes, the entire area was plowed. Portions of the area
plowed were covered with a heavy growth of cat tails.
This work was done in the late summer and fall of the
year and remained in this condition until the following
vear when the work was completed. The tile drains,
while being a material benefit, were not adequate for the
following reasons: first, sufficient depth was impossible
for the efficient operation of the drains; second, a large
water-shed lay beyond the property causing flooded con-
dition during storm periods.

Water-shed Presented Unusual Problem

To provide for the drainage under these several con-
ditions a system of open ditches has been dug, Where
these ditches cross fairways double strength sewer pipe
has been laid. The pipes vary from twelve to twenty-
four inches in diameter. Where possible the tile drain
first laid has been diverted to discharge into these ditches.

(Continued on page 40)



" THE MacGREGOR COMPOST BRUSH

W hat A User Says: |

| MacGregor Compost Distributor Co.,
Wheaton, [llinois.
Gentlemen:

Two vears ago I had the pleasure of visiting
the Chicago Goli Club, Wheaton, I, and 1 was
deeply impressed with the methods used in getting
the soils for top-dressing worked into the turf, by
the use of a compost brush

Having used several devices for working the
compost into the turi, which have not given me
;,,:nm[ rL'.\n]I.\, l 1:'il-<| oul Elu- \f.u'f-n‘t_-]_'nr |11'11_\]1(--_
and 1 feel. owing to the good results which I have
received from them, | should acknowledge my
appreciation to vou for the service that the two
| brushes which we received from you have given,
| Yours truly,

(Signed) John Morley, Greenkeeper,
Youngstown Country Club,
Youngstown, Ohio
Write for Literature

MacGREGOR COMPOST DISTRIBUTOR CO.

Illinois

Delivered
prices
quoted on
request

Dept. G THE E. BIGLOW CO. New London, O.

P. O. Box 717 WHEATON

NATIONAL MOW

’”/?awm P'glces mar'lmlcl
) '55:(_ show retail an
(“, - wholesale
costs for pa ;
X years. We now :
offer you wholesale prices because we proved last year that true
wholesale dealings with Golf Clubs showed minimum selling costs,
tremendous sales increase and mostEﬂRttnélio
2418 University Ave. Minneapolis, Minn.
The finest type Fairway Mower built with Uouhle sets of tempered
steel cut gears y

Wnte fur
literature

Municipal Golf

(Continted from page 13)

This arrangement has proven most satisfactory, thus

solving one of our most troublesome problems.

We are constantly improving our course or perhaps
[ had better say working on the completion of it. I have
found that not only I am interested in the latter but the
golfing public is enthused. It would be hard today to
recognize the old nine-hole course owing to the improve-
From nine holes without a water system six
years ago that was not paying operating expenses, we

ments.
have water
system of nine thousand feet of pipe, good greens, and a
To prove its popularity,
21,000 people registered for play last season.

today an eighteen-hole course having a

club house, recently completed.

Analysis of Receipts

The receipts for the vear were in round figures $22,-
000,

provided for local residents,

This course is semi-public as a membership is
Of the total amount col-
lected 50 per cent was paid by non-resident guests who

Float used in parade on “Highland Park Day”

represented 31 per cent of the total registration. Of
the remaining 69 per cent of the registration, 65 per cent
of whom were members, paid $6500.00. 35 per cent
were local residents who paid green fees at half the

(Continued on page 42)

Washington and Metropolitan Strains
for Lawns and Golf Courses

HUBBARD CREEPING BENT NURSERIES

Dr. Amos F. Hubbard, Ashtabula, O.

Pure, free of weeds, and of
one season's growth
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URANN FAIRWAY COMPOST SPREADER

. i

A Simple
And Sturdy
Machine For
Ford And
Chevrolet
Trucks That
Will Halve
Top-Dressing
Costs.

Elevating the body and driving the truck forward
spreads and brushes-in the material at the rate of
a cubic yard in two minutes, Developed by
practical men whose spreading problems are
exactly like your own.

Made and sold direct by

UNITED CRANBERRY COMPANY

WAREHAM, MASS.

PARBRAND”
THE NEW WATER

E.

A Water Hose with Corrugated Smooth Cover—
a new corrugation so constructed that it will
not rough up the Greens and still reduces kinking
to a minimum.

This hose has a cover of extra thickness, two plies
of cord and heavy tube. Plies will not separate.
On l-inch sizes and over, we use extra long shank
couplings which prevent blowing out.

Immediate deliveries along with Reels and Sprink-

‘ ——=The=——
Phllpott Rubber Co.

1381 West 3rd St. CLEVELAND, OHIO

Greener Greens

Wilmington Comntry Glub

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

Nevember 5, 1927

Hyper-Humus Company,
Kewton, New Jersey

Gentlemen:

We have used Hyper-Humus during the present
year at the Wilmington Country Club to replace mushe
room manure or compost in top-dressing (one-third
Hyper=Humus, one-third topscil and one-third sharp
sand, by volume), and find that it glves wery quick
responee when applied te greens together with ferti-
lizer.

It is much handier to use than compost and,
Al costa are considersd, we believe it is much cheaper.
We know that it contains & high percentage of useful
bacteria which quickly convert such fertilizers ms Urea,
amsonium sulphate and cottonseed meal to the readily
usable form.

Very truly yours,

Green Committes

Hyper-Aumus

“Puts ihe Top in Tob Soil ”

rate charged the non-resident guests and paid $4500.00.
There were 500 members.
gather that we supply the members with very cheap go]f ;
The rates to members are as follows:

From the foregoing you will

Man and wife $25.00 per year, individual $2000 per

year, individual under 21 years of age $10.00 per year,
children under 16 years of age $6.00 per year. While
the Park Board has other recreational activities;, golf
is by far the most participated in, and it is the only, one
that is self supporting.

A municipal golf course has problems of its own,and

presents a situation calling for men trained to meet its

Since 1875

TESTED $Radways SEEDS

We have on spot new crop
CHEWINGS FESCUE N. Z.
BENT GRASS SO. GERMAN
BLUE GRASS — RED TOP — WHITE CLOVER

Ask for Sample Offers

I. L. RADWANER SEED CO., Inc:

11 WATER STREET NEW YORK
Phone Bowling Green 3373
Seed Importers and Refiners

'
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under this name.

ordered direct from

Cocoos Creeping Bent Seed
The Last Word in Fine Turf

The supply is now sufficient to allow us to offer a limited amount of the
seed of this wonderful grass for use in the East.
pure strain of creeping bent and to contain no noxious weeds.

It is guaranteed to be a

The trade-mark COCOOS is registered with the U. S. Patent Office and
the Commissioner of Patents of Canada. No other seed can be legally sold

Sold only by authorized dealers

Cocoos may be purchased from G. A. KLEIN, 440 Seaton St., Los Angeles, Calif.; The Stumpp
& Walter Co., 30 Barclay St., New York, N. Y.; Lyman Carrier, Granger, Indiana, or it may be

COCOOS SEED INCORPORATED
Coquille, Ore.

requirements, for if the game of golf is to be provided
to the public in general it must be furnished cheaply to
fully cover the field. I think that you will agree with
me that the field of municipal golf has only been
scratched, and the time will come when municipal
courses will be in the majority., Municipalities can pur-
chase tracts of land for this purpose providing the
funds by bond issues or some other means permissible
by the laws of the city, county, and state where lo-
cated. One feature of the expenditure of the people's
money in this manner is that something of real value
is secured and it is safe to say that the value will increase
while many municipal expenditures are, like the pur-
chase of machinery, valuable for the time being only. I
might dwell on the benefits of golf to the residents of
a municipality, its influence on health, its training to the
younger generation, its moral influence, and the spirit
of good fellowship it creates among the citizens, but

Greenkeepers Please Note
Fraser’s International Golf Year Book

is the only publication containing a complete list of Greenkeepers.
A complete buying guide,
This 500 page book answers,everything about golf.
Get your own copy—price $2.50.
Address either Office: | 3
U. S. A. Head Office Compilation Office
" 55 'W. 42nd St, 1070_Bleury St.,
New York City. - 1 Montreal, Canada.
A hundred-page 1 t e g all Ads. costs you only your
v name and address.
The most used golf publication in the world.

]_
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SArmours
Special FairwayMixture

Greenkeepers today, would not consider
trying to maintain a green without top
dressing and regular feeding. Yet, many

| of them are starving their fairways and
wasting much money for seed when what
they really need is plant food.

Armour's Special Fairway Mixture is a chemical
|  plant food combination especially prepared for

grass. It will also be found very satisfactory
| for trees, flowers and ehrubs.

It makes a thick, heavy turf which starts earlier
in the spring, stands dry weather better, keeps
green later in the summer and is less affected
by winter killing. Furthermore, the systematic
use of this mixture gradually eliminates most of
the objectionable weeds.

Write for prices and be sure to see us at the
Greenkeepers Golf Show, Detroit. Our booth
will be Number 15,

Armour Fertilizer Works

GENERAL OFFICES
111 W. JACKSON BLVD. CHICAGO, ILL.

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper




POULTRY MANURE

PREMIER BRAND

Pulverized

Produces
BETTER

Greens and Fairways

Because

1. It is a natural grass food and stimulant.

2, It is a balanced manure containing 6% Am-

monia, 2.50% Phosphoric Acid, and 1 to
2% Potash.

3. It contains no live weed seeds.

4. Being organic, it adds humus and aids bac-

terial action.

5. It can be applied with a minimum of labor

and expense.

6. Being more soluble than other manures,
it is more available.

g

.

Being finely pulverized, it is quickly ab-

sorbed into the soil.

Premier Poultry Manure Company

431 South Dearborn St., Chicago, Il

| Do you buy Grass Seeds
| by Sample or Price?

Let us quote you on your
| Spring Seeding, with Samples

Henry A. Dreer
Seeds, Plants, Bulbs

1306 Spring Garden St.
ESTABLISHED 1838

Philadelphia, Pa.

[| that would consume both time and space, and golfers do
'| not need to be told.
General Suggestions for Success

In order to make a golf course a success both financi-
ally and from the standpoint of the golfer you must pro-
vide good greens, a reasonable amount of hazards, good
turf on yolr fairways, keeping them in good condition
| constantly, provide clean, orderly, sanitary conveniences,
the help must be capable and considerate, and rules that
result in justice to all and favors to none.

Going back to the problems of the greenkeeper, we
have had them and met them, and I can truthfully say
that in meeting them your valuable paper has given
much assistance.

Grass Seeds

CLEVELINE HERCULES CLEVELINE SPRINKLING CART GEM HOLE

FLAG SWIVEL TURF REPAIRER CUTTER
A bronze rust- — ——, =

I proof wire > P,
swivel which | Sy, =
et ay | ety - CLEVELINE
a i
v;‘oodg; -m]i_lo ‘ STEEL
Steel  Pole. , FLAG
This device l POLE
wi IA pr:{v:lr\':
the flag fr I 3

€§ wrapping a- i :e!.l‘ll ghﬁta m;ﬁ?:
round the pole. | that will not
]1; ‘:::‘.tl‘::;::; | warp, tapered at

slipping
large

the
loop
over the pole
and screwing

Get Our Prices

Fertilizers

An improved sprinkling cart for applying
fertilizers in solution and for the appli-
cation of Semesan, Uspulun, etc. to the

the end to fit any
size cup. These
poles come fin-
ished in a heavy

the small loop
to the top of
the pole

A. E. FLACK

Makes a 9-inch cut
and positively lifts

cut plug without
breaking the sod

PUTTER HOLE CUP
made from BSeamless Steel
tubing,
bracket bridge pinned with
taper
Finished in black lacquer,
The best and strongest cup

with heavy four-

steel driven pins.

made

putting-green. It is a fifty gallon hard
wood barrel mounted on four inch
CONVEX tired wheels so that it can be
turned on the green without injuring the
finest turf. It is fitted with a brass valve
that can be turned on and off by the
operator from the rear. The boom has a
spread of over six feet and is drilled with
103 one-eighth inch holes 3 of an inch
apart to assure an even penetrating flow,
This cart will empty itself in about one
minute. ‘The construction of this cart is
extremely rugged and should last many
years

The one you have
been looking for, Cuts
clean and expels the

plug without scat-
tering the soil

lacquer, red
tipped in black,

and orange
ti;pcd in black.
These are a

verydurable
and attractive
flag pole and
are the greatest
value on the
market

Write for our 32 page Illustrated Catalogue on Supplies
and Equipment

GOLF COURSE SUPPLY COMPANY

3049-51 Carnegie Ave, -

CLEVELAND, OHIO

H. J. STREICH

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper






