
Bermuda Fairways, Tees and Lawns 
By CHESTER M E N D E N H A L L , Grcenkcepcr 

Sim Park Golf Course, Wichita, Kansas 

BE R M U D A grass i> a southern grass which likes hot 
summer days and will not withstand severe cold 

weather. Wichita. Kansas is about the northern limit 
for it to be successfully grown. To my knowledge 
Bermuda grass greens have never been tried this far 
north. I have been growing Bermuda grass on fair­
ways, tees and lawns for the past seven years, and I 
expect to plant a Bermuda grass green on the Sim Park 
Golf Course this coming spring for experiment. 

Bermuda grass is of the creeping vine nature. Its 
nature of growth is similar to Columbia bent, Bermuda 
being far coarser and roots much deeper in the ground. 
Bermuda grass roots down to a depth of four to six 
inches and these roots will run out from two to three 
feet in cultivated soil, sending runners up to the top. 
This feature makes Bermuda grass very troublesome 
around flower beds, shrub beds and grass greens planted 
to other varieties of grass. 

Bermuda Makes Fine Tees and Approaches 
Bermuda is a wonderful grass for tees, owing to its 

ability to quickly cover where it is torn out with a club. 
As for fairways there is no other grass in this part 

John Morley 

V I C E - P R E S I D E N T John McNamara of the Pitts­
burgh Field Club, Aspinwall, Pennsylvania has had 

good results in ridding his putting greens from ants by 
using black pepper. 

T HE officers of this association have done their part 
in securing for our next convention one of the best 

convention cities in the United States, and one of the 
finest hotels in Detroit, Michigan, Hotel Fort Shelby. 
The management has given us a suitable hall for our 
meetings. It is now up to the members to fill it. and I 
might add that from all appearances it will be filled 
to capacity. 

BL E S S E D is that friend among friends who does not 
have to be assured every hour or so that you are 

his friend, who trusts enough to count on your friend­
ship without constant reminder that it still exists. He 
is the rare and precious pearl among friends. 

of the country that will stand so much hard usage with 
so little care. It requires a great deal of mowing during 
the hot weather, especially where fairways are fertilized 
and watered, as the hot months are its best growing 
season. I use a great deal of Bermuda grass on my 
approach to the greens, say from fifty to seventy-five 
yards in front of the green. As every greenkeeper 
knows, this is the part of the fairway that gets the 
hardest play. 

Planting the Giant Variety 
There are several varieties of Bermuda grass. The 

variety that we find does best here is the giant or hardy 
Bermuda. I have been growing this variety for the 
past five years. It has a much heavier root system 
than other varieties and also heavier foliage, and has 
survived winter weather with a temperature of twelve 
degrees below zero coming through in fine shape while 
other varieties were seriously damaged bv the severe 
cold. 

Bermuda grass is most successfully grown from plant­

ing the roots—it is seldom satisfactory to sow seed in 

{Continued on page 26) 

I J. F E S E R , Wayzata, Minnesota, says the essential 
^ . characteristic the greenkeeper must have is love 

of Nature. He may have all the other essentials, but he 
will fail before he has begun if he cannot love the beauty 
and perplexities of the Creat Greenkeeper. 

AX Irishman working for a Scotchman asked for an 
increase in pay. The Scotchman replied, "If you 

are worth it I will be pleased to give it to you. Now, 
let us see what you do in a year. W e have three hun­
dred and sixty-five days in a year. You sleep eight 
hours every day, which makes one hundred and twenty-
two days in which you sleep, taken from three hundred 
and sixty-five days leaves two hundred and forty-three. 
Now you have eight hours ' recreation every day, which 
makes one hundred and twenty-two days, taken from 
two hundred and forty-three days leaves one hundred 
and twenty-one days. We have fifty-two Sundays in a 
year, which you have off, leaving you sixty-nine days. 
You have fourteen days vacation; take this off and you 
have fifty-five days left. You don't work Saturday af­
ternoons. This makes twenty-six days in a year ; take 

{Continued on page 30) 

A Chat With Our President 
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JOHNSON'S TEE ARROW 

The figures in this arrow are removable, 
can be changed at any time by addition 
of extra figures. 
Cast iron arrow 14" long, baked white en­
amel. Figures are raised with black faces. 
Sets at an angle with turf, easily read. 
Price Complete $2.50 pair 
Extra Figures .15 each 
Be sure and give Hole, Yardage and Par 
in ordering. 

Visit Our 

20 Booth Exhibit 

3rd Internationa] 

Golf Show 

Hotel Sherman 

Chicago 

March 12-17 

JOHNSON'S BALL RACK 

Balls placed in upper end roll 
to lower end indicating order 
of teeing off. 
Has slot to show position of 
ball. Baked enamel finish. 
Price $15.00 

Ask for our 1928 Golf Course Equipment Catalog 
Contains full information on construction and maintenance equipment 

J. OLIVER JOHNSON, Inc. 
World's Largest Golf Course Equipment House 

Morgan, Huron, Superior Sts. Chicago, 111. 

Test Your Grass Seed! 
"Know Before You Sow" 

Complete purity and germination reports 
made on all classes of seeds. 

Wri'e for special booklet about our sercice. 

International 
Seed Testing Laboratories 
E. E. Paulson, Director J. M. Stanton, Asst. Director 
11 Park Place NEW YORK CITY 

Members 
Association of Commercial Seed Analysts of North America 

73. 

offer you wholesale prices because we proved last year that true 
wholesale dealings with Golf Clubs showed minimum selling costs, 

tremendous sales increase and most profit to all. 

2418 University Ave. Minneapol is , M inn . 
The finest type Fairway Mower built with double sets of tempered 

steel cut gears 
in oil tight cases. 

Write for 
literature. 
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Bermuda Fairways 

{Continued from page 12) 

this part of the country as the seed germinates very 

slowly. Weeds and crab grass will appear far ahead 

of the young Bermuda grass, therefore making a very 

bad weeding problem. Bermuda grass roots should be 

planted in the spring about May fifteenth to June 

fifteenth, this seeming to be about the best time. The 

ground should be prepared about the same as for plant­

ing other varieties of grasses. I prefer planting the 

roots in parallel trenches two to three inches deep and 

spaced twelve to fourteen inches apart. The roots should 

be laid in these trenches end to end and covered with 

soil. After planting the ground should be thoroughly 

watered and kept wet for several days until new shoots 

of grass begin to show through the ground. The reason 

for planting in parallel trenches is to make cultivation 

and weeding easier later. 

Keep Weeds Out of N e w Plant ings 

Bermuda grass should receive constant care until the 
ground is completely grassed over, as Bermuda will not 
successfully compete with crab grass and other weeds 
until it becomes thoroughly established. After Bermuda 
grass has once become thoroughly established and the 
ground entirely covered nothing can compete with it. 

(Continued on page 28) 

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper 



FAIRWAY 
WATER 
HOSE 

is a strong—dependable water carrier ,with 
an appearance which adds impressions of 
affluence. 
Fairway has a strong flexible body, one 
which may be twisted, but, won't kink 
or break. 
The handsome brown tube and cover are 
made of live rubber which will not peel 
or crack as the result of direct rays of 
the sun. 

The cream white label, to which may be 
added the name of the club, gives the 
finishing touch of quality. 

Fairway is an asset to any club or estate. 

For a sample and prices, use the coupon below. 

THE REPUBLIC RUBBER CO. 
Youngstown, Ohio 

THE REPUBLIC RUBBER CO. 
Youngitown, Ohio 

Gentlemen: 
Please tend facts and figures on Fairway Hose. 

Name - --

Address -- - -

City - S*"*6 
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Greenkeepers Please Note 
Fraser's International Golf Year Book 

is the only publication containing a complete list of Greenkeepers. 
A complete buying guide. 

This 500 page book answers everything about golf. 
Get your own copy—-price $2.50. 

Address either Office: 
U. S. A. Head Office Compilation Office 

55 W. 42nd St., 1070 Bleury St., 
New York City. Montreal, Canada. 

A hundred-page supplement containing all Ads. costs you only youi 
name and address. 

The most used golf publication in the world. 

Bermuda Fairways 
{Continued from page 26) 

Bermuda should be kept clipped fairly close and should 
be watered frequently during the hot dry weather. 

A great many seem to think that Bermuda does not 
need fertilization, but I find it does best in good rich 
soils with plenty of fertilizer. 

I topdress this grass in the spring and again in late 
summer or early fall with a compost of one-third well 
rotted manure, one-third sharp sand and one-third good 
top soil. 

The principal objections to Bermuda grass is that it 
turns dead and brown at the first heavy frost, and does 
not green up until late in the spring, that it is rather 
hard to mow and it creeps in every shrub and flower bed 
by its underground roots. 

Southern Greenkeepers, Speak Up ! 

As I have said beiore my experience with Bermuda 
grass has been confined to fairways, tees and lawns. I 
would like to read something in the NATIONAL GREEN-

KEEPER on Bermuda grass greens, written by one of our 
Southern members who has been successful in planting 
and maintaining them. 

LIVESTOCK MANURE 
IN CARLOAD LOTS 

$ 1 * 5 0 per ton 

Special freight rates quoted upon request 

E. A. MURPHY, Jr. 
P. O. Box 2906 

CLEVELAND OHIO 

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper 




