Greenkeepers, Play Golf!

By MICHAEL ]. O'GRADY, Greenkeeper
Country Club of New Bedford, North Dartmouth, Massachusetts.

. I CHOOSE to believe that I was unusually fortunate in

my initiation into the greenkeeping profession, for on
coming to the United States of America from Mayo,
Ireland, at the close of the World War, I was taken in
hand by Thomas J. Galvin, greenkeeper at Rhode Is-
land Country Club—who, incidentally is my uncle. After
four years in Rhode Island, I came as greenkeeper to the
New Bedford Country Club, where I have found my
work to be of intense interest and very great pleasure.

Keep Your Greensmen Interested

As a matter of policy, the first thing I concerned my-
self with was the selection of workmen, with a view to
picking the most careful and painstaking men to be put
in charge of the greens. I found I was going to be
lucky in this, for I got really good greensmen, and in ad-
dition found I had one man who was a very handy
carpenter, while another was sufficiently versed in plumb-
ing to be able to take care of all that end of the work
during summer and fall.

Having secured good men, I decided it was up to me
to retain them by according them their just need of
praise and commendation for good work, a policy which
has certainly resulted in contentment and sincere interest
on the part of the men.

Sandy Loam and Hilly Course

On this particular course one problem confronting us
is the dry sandy loam coupled with the very hilly terrain,
these conditions calling for the greatest possible care to
keep the course in good condition during the sunmmer
months of heavy play. My method of greens main-
tenance is the frequent use throughout the season of a
good compost dressing, for this practice has proved a
sound one in my case. Roughly speaking I use each
menth for a green of say 800 feet by 100 feet, a top
dressing of two cubic yards of loam and about 22 to 28
pounds of sulphate.

The important work of watering the greens is done
here in the early morning and late afternoon, as it is my
belief that this method, by allowing the greens to be
kept dry during the night, does materially assist me in

. the control of brown-patch.

Weed Out Crab Grass Early in Spring

Crab grass is something of a scourge on our New Bed-
ford course. It makes its appearance usually about the
second week in July, and really provides us with all the
trouble we care to have. For efficient handling of the
crab grass problems I am compelled to engage extra

labor, and T purposely choose men for I do not find this a
satisfactory job for women or boys. I have proved that
a green well weeded this year is going to confront me
with much less trouble next year. [ try to exterminate
the crab grass just as soon as it appears, otherwise the
green is reduced to poor condition. When the men are
engaged in this weeding, I have them carry along a quan-
tity of seeded loam with which to fill in after each weed
has been dug out. This method helps considerably, I
find, to work in the creeping bent.

Greenkeepers Should Play Golf

My routine working schedule is really such a usual one
that I doubt whether its details would furnish much
interest. 1f, however, I might add a personal observa-
tion, I would say that I would like to see every green-

Michael J. O'Grady



8 _ THE NATIONAL GREENKEEPER

September, 1927

Chipping one onto Number Three at New Bedford. Note Background of Evergreens

keeper play goli—1I even believe it to be essential for him
if he is to get the fullest measure of delight out of his
job, and a greenkeeper who has a round on his own
course once in a while is surely able to render improved
service to his club.

After a game, the greenkeeper is, beyond a doubt,
better able to appreciate some of the problems that may
and the

confront the chairman of the green committee

two are almost sure then to work together in sympathetic
understanding,

Longer Terms for Chairmen
Talking of Green committee chairmen, by the way,
I am strong for the system that retains one man in the
greens chairmanship for as long a time as possible. Fre-
quent changes of chairman seem to me to be detrimental
(Continued on page 3R)

Number Seven at New Bedford, Showing Good Contour and Trapping



Classified Advertisements

Golf Club OSRicials who wish to secure Erunkeepers. assistant greenkeepers and golf course mechanics, will save time and money by writing
P

our Em

oyment Bureau at 407 Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio.

Adyertisements under this heading $1.00 per 20 words, 4 cents per additional word.
This column is operated in connection with the Employment Bureau of the National Association of Greenkeepers of America.

Classified Employment

GREENKEEPER with 25 years' experience wants good
position. Box 152, this magazine.

GREENKEEPER desires position. Exceptional experience
construction and maintenance. Ohio preferred. Box
153, this magazine.

NEW FIELD

Profitable side line for salesman. Rapid growth of goli and

Bent Grass business, also commercial lawn grass seed has opened

rich field for live wire salesman. Every club, private estate,

hardware dealer interested. We have a position for a man with
or without experience. Write stating qualifications and give

reference. Box No. 157.

SUCCESSFUL greenkeeper now employed desires change to
more progressive club. Understands every phase of golf con-
struction, maintenance, soil, water and machinery, and have
ability to handle help, also experience in landscape architecture
and nursery. Age 47. Can go anywhere. Box No. 160.

EXPERIENCED greenkeeper will consider position for 1928.
Club must desire modern efficiency and the best to interest me.

Box No. 161.

POSITION wanted as greenkeeper. 1 am not looking for a
snap but must be a real man's job where club wants highest
type of results. Box No. 162,

NOTICE

Greenkeepers who desire to secure positions through the Association Employment
Bureau should submit with their applications an account of their experience, proper
references and approximate amount of salary requested.

The Classified Advertisement column of THE NATIONAL GREENKEEPER offers a
suitable medium through which applicants for positions as greenkeepers, assistant
greenkeepers or golf course mechanics may get in direct touch with opportunity.
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Hole Cup
Seamless steel
| tubing, with
| heavy  four-
| bracket bridge
| pinned  with
| taper steel
| driven pins,
Finished in
black lacquer.
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Hercules
Gem Hole Turf
Cutter Repairer
The one you have g itively
been looking for. cut, positively

lifts cut plug without |
breaking sod.

Cuts clean and expels
plug without scat-
tering soil.

Distributors of the TORO Line

Complete line of golf course supplics, wheelbarrow seeders,
drag mats, bunker rakes, putting green sprinklers, hose, etc.

Write for literature

Golf Course Supply Co.

3049-51 Carnegie Ave. |

Cleveland, Ohio
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(Continied from page R)
to the best interests of the club—for when a man who
knows a lot about cotton follows a man who knows a
lot about greens, it surely isn't so good for the green-
keeper ! myself when our present
chairman was asked to retain office for a second term
of two years, and I hope he'll be re-elected for a third.

I congratulated

And T also hope he can give me as good a recommenda-
tion.

Tile Drainage For Golf Courses |

| Is A Permanent Investment
Insures Good Turf

Hancock Vitrified Tile is Everlasting

Write for Drainage Bulletin |

The Hancock Brick and Tile Company

Orchard Avenue FINDLAY, OHIO

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper





