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Building Beauty

The Bunkers

Y 4

Fred W. Sherwood

By FRED W. SHERWOOD
Greenkeeper, Northmoor Country Club
Ravinia, Il
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methods at an up-to-date golf course these days is
no small matter, affording as it does keen delight and
substantial satisfaction to members and visitors alike
who frequent our golf clubs and courses. In the old
days when golf courses were artificially made with their
inartistic flat greens, possibly some of them down in a
hole modeled after a basin, bunkers that were unsightly
holes in the ground, varied sometimes by a ridge that
stretched across the fairway, which stood out as stately
as the Great Wall of China, natural beauty on golf
courses was certainly conspicuous by its absence. Just
such a one was the Lytham and St. Anne’s Golf Course
where the British Open was played in 1926, and which
ended so gloriously for Bobby Jones.

THE formation, improvement and general upkeep

Seeking Natural Beauty in Building Bunkers
This club, which is situated on the West coast of Lan-
cashire, England, rightly or wrongly claims to be the

A natural appearing artificial trap designed by Fred W. Sherwood.
Greenkeeper. Northmoor Country Club

Bridge designed and built by Fred W. Sherwood

pioneer of natural bunker making. When I took charge
of the course in 1908, discussions were started as to
how to make the course more attractive. What we did
when we wanted to make a natural and attractive bunker,
we (the Secretary and I) would take a walk into the
many sand dunes that abound around this coast, take a
mental view, noting the artistic slopes, the gentle un-
dulating wind swept hollows. With this in our minds’
eye we remodeled all the bunkers on the course. We
kept before us all the time that whilst doing their duties
as bunkers they should have a natural beauty and in-
viting attractiveness so that one felt it a pleasure some-
times to get into them. These bunkers were always made
of sand and we varied them in height according to the
topography of the ground. A large bunker, say from
90 to 120 feet long at its highest point would be around
16 to 18 feet high and the piled-up sand would vary
in width from 18 to 30 feet. We would leave it then
for a few days or a week, and the wind and rains would
put on the natural wildness before we planted it with
a sea side grass, that was commonly called Star Grass.
This grew like rushes to about 2 feet high. We would
plant it alternately 2 feet apart and this would keep the
sand from blowing away. The back side of the trap
we would turf and in course of time the front would
likewise become grass from its own seeding excepting of
course those parts which we wanted to retain as sand
hazards.

What a Greenkeeper Should Study
We also turned our attention to making the course
in general attractive. We sowed wild thyme on some
of our fairways (the hilly ones) and what a gorgeous
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mass of bloom we had around August, clumps of broom
(Cistus) in many varieties were planted to hide un-
sightly places. Golden willows and other shrubs suit-
able to the conditions were set out, making the course
a thing of beauty.

Building a golf course is a work of art and the man
who prepares himself for this class of work should be a
student not only of nature, but of horticulture, agricul-
ture, landscape gardening and botany. The golf architect
and likewise the greenkeeper should be up-to-date if
success is going to be assured, for fashions in golf
courses like fashions in wearing apparel change very
quickly, though I must say in the main it is only the per-
fecting influence of time that can perfect the fairways.

Greenkeepers Should Play Golf

I would strongly urge all greenkeepers, who can find
time, to play golf. It stimulates interest, the men get
a more thorough insight into duties that are expected of
them and it also gets them to look at things from a
player’s point of view, which is just what we want them
to do. I have in mind getting up a competition for the
men on one course where I was employed. The com-
mittee when I mentioned it to them donated some good
prizes to be competed for.

Interest amongst the men was soon aroused. They
begged, bought or borrowed golf sticks from somewhere
and practiced diligently early and late. As we played
medal from handicaps of the three best scores turned
in during their practicing period, each just about knew
what the other fellow could do. There were some aston-
ishing low scores and one of them today rates in the first
ten in England.

Guarding Against Suffragettes

Another incident of those days which may be of in-
terest to readers was that the British Ladies Open Golf
Championship was to be played over the Lytham and
St. Anne’s course in anniversary of its 21st meeting. We
commenced weeks before to have everything in readiness
for such an important meeting. Imagine the committee’s
feelings, likewise my own, when it was hinted that the
Suffragettes, who at that time were doing wanton damage
to golf courses, and other foolish stunts to have their
rights recognized, were likely to pay us a visit. For
six weeks I had the greens guarded by night as well as
day, and I want to say I was never so thankful in all
my life when I saw the last putt holed out and the cham-
pionship brought to a successful conclusion.

(Continwed on page 38)

A Complete
Golf Supply House
in Cleveland

Distributors of

“‘Darbysteel Products”’
Red E Power Mower

““Toro Line"” Parts

Service

Manufacturers of
Gem Hole Cutter
Hercules Turf Repairer
Putter Hole Cup

Dealers in
- Fertilizers - Eradicators - Insecticides
Golf Course Maintenance Machinery
Golf Course Supplies
Locker Room and Professional Shop Equipment

Seeds

Sales Agents for

Hubbard Nursery’s Certified Washington
Bent Stolons

Write for Literature and Prices
When in Cleveland see our complete display !

Golf Course Supply Co.
3049-51 Carnegie Ave.

Cleveland, O.

California Club Joins for Greenkeeper

HE Los Angeles Country Club is one of several
Twhich have enclosed their own checks in payment of
Charter membership dues, and offers further support by
encouraging their greenkeeper, Mr. Cavanaugh, to write
a story for our magazine. This club was active in tak-
ing steps to organize a Southern California Greenkeep-
ers’ Association, and we have heard from them several
times. Mr. Quigley, Assistant Secretary, goes on record
with the following letter:

The National Association of Greenkeepers of America
407 Caxton Building

Cleveland, Ohio

Gentlemen ;

Enclosed herewith you will find application for mem-
bership of Mr. Charles M. Cavanaugh, our Superin-
tendent of Grounds, together with our check for $5.00
in payment of current dues and a subscription to the
National Greenkeeper. Please see that the magazine is
addressed to Mr. Cavanaugh personally. We have told
him ahout your desire to have him write an article for
your journal and hope that he will have time to comply

with your request. Vi -very truly

G. J. Quigley
Assistant Secretary.
LLos Angeles Country Club,
Beverlv Hills, California.

March 8, 1927



ROYER COMPOST MACHINE

Cuts the time and expense of preparing
top-soil, compost, etc., 75

% to 859,

A Royer blending and shredding sand, soil and manure in one
operation as fast as two men can shovel the
material into the hopper

Do you read the newspaper, or drive an auto-
mobile, or ride in a modern steel train, or talk
over the telephone?

Would you care to go back to the days when
the news was broadcast by the town crier, and
when traveling was done by means of the stage-
coach, and when messages had to be delivered
cross country on horseback?

If not, why not modernize your golf equipment.
The old method of screening top dressing and
compost is just as obsolete and out-of-date as the
town crier or the stage coach. Investigate the
Royer compost machine, and cut costs to one-
half or one-sixth of your present expense. Send
for latest bulletins.

L. F. MITTEN

P. O. Box 119 Wilkes-Barre, Penna,
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** Beawutiful Turf from Tee to Green™

Grass Seed

of Known Quality

TESTED fir PURITY and GERMINATION

South German Bent Rhode Island Bent
Colonial Bent Cocoos Bent  Fancy Red Top
Kentucky Blue Chewing's N. Z. Fescue, etc.
Creeping Bent Stolons

Prices on Application

Remember:—All our seeds are of the highest quality, obtained direct from the

most reliable sources of supply and are botanically troe to name,  All seeds are new
and are cleaned and recleaned until they are hrought up to the highest possible state
of purity and germination, special care being given to the elimination of weed seeds.

W m‘»w obligation we shall ke pleased to send & represemiative who,
Srom long experience, :J qualified to advise regarding grases .m.f
armish such o!fm' IR, mmmpu a1 iy necesary for 1he # results,

e,

Spmaluu in Golf Grass Seeds and Equipment
30-32 Barclay St., New York

A B C of Turf Culture
(Concluded from page 36)

On most fairways the best way to insure sufficient
organic matter is to encourage growth of a dense heavy
turf. This is accomplished by providing adequate drain-
age, sufficient plant food and in some instances water
should be provded during periods of dry weather.

Light sandy soils present a real problem and may
require top-dressing with a heavier soil containing an
abundance of humus. This not only adds humus but
the finer soil particles as well.

New fairways often require organic matter, especially
if the soil is a heavy clay or sand. Manure is often used
to good advantage when it can be obtained at a reason-
able price. Green manure crops plowed under some
time before seeding add considerable organic matter. One
of the legumes—clover, corn, peas, soy-beans, etc.—
should be used. They not only supply organic matter
but nitrogen as well, which is gathered from the air.
The seed should be inoculated before seeding to insure
the presence of the bacteria which gather the nitrogen.
Good cultures are easily obtained. Since legumes usually
respond to phosphate fertilizers it is generally well to
apply 250 to 300 pounds of acid phosphate. If a com-
bination seeder and fertilizer drill is used it can be ap-
plied simultaneous with the seeding. The phosphate
serves later to stimulate root development of the young
grass seedling.

Building Beauty Into the Bunkers
(Continued from page 28)
Improve Yourself as a Greenkeeper

Getting back to what I previously stated, the green-
keeper ought to have a fair knowledge of botany; this is
essential if he takes an interest in his work for plant life
with its scope for study will prove beneficial and inter-
esting. The different kinds of grasses should be studied
and carefully noted, on what ground they thrive best and
under what conditions. The more knowledge we green-
keepers gain the more we want to know, and to my mind
a golf course is unlimited in its possibilities of study.

THE WEAR-WELL
TRACTOR WHEEL SPUD

Heat Treated, E}ITempered Steel

Double the Life of
Other Spuds

—

Square Shoulder, Easy to

Install or Remove

Send 10c postage for sample.
(Adoise make of your traclor)

R. S. HORNER, M’F’R,
GENEVA, OHIO

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper





