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I. Investigating the causes of outbreaks of white grubs on golf course fairways
(Breanna Simmons and Young-Ki Jo).

We have been using the black turfgrass ataenius, Ataenius spretulus, to investigate why white
grubs are so abundant in golf course fairways. The factors causing outbreaks of ataenius may
also cause problems with Japanese beetle grubs and other insects in golf course fairways. From
our research we have developed the following model:

Turf mowed at rough height supports a greater abundance and diversity of
small arthropods that in turn support more predatory insects. The abundance
of predators (spiders, rove beetles, ground beetles and ants) in the rough keep
Ataenius, Aphodius and other turfinsect pests under control, while the relative
scarcity of predators in the fairway allows turf pests to escape with little affect
from predation.

Previous research supporting this model is outlined in the 1999 Entomology Research Report
in the 70th Annual Michigan Turfgrass Conference Proceedings (Vol. 29). In 1999 and 2000
we added some new pieces to help solve the puzzle of why more turf pests are found in
fairways than roughs. Breanna Simmons found some important differences between soil
arthropod communities in the fairway and rough at Groesbeck Golf Course in Lansing. Soil
cores were pulled once per week and placed in a Berlese Funnel to extract small arthropods.
Springtails were more than twice as abundant in the rough (3,078) compared with the fairway
(1,364), and soil mites were more than 3-fold more abundant in the rough (3,636) compared
with the fairway (1,156). These results support our model that predators are more abundant in
the rough because the small arthropods that they eat are more abundant in the rough. Breanna
also found more Japanese beetle larvae in the fairway compared with the rough. No
insecticides had been used on this fairway or rough for five years. At the Hancock Turf
Research Center, Young-Ki Jo worked-out experimental methods for studying the relative rate
of predation in the fairway and rough. He placed Ataenius larvae in cup-cutter soil cores. The
cores were sealed around the sides with burlap. After one week, about 70% of the larvae were
recovered from soil cores in the fairway compared with 50% in the rough, suggesting a higher
rate of predation in the rough. Young-Ki also devised a laboratory experiment with turf cores
to determine if the Ataenius beetles preferred moist or dry turf. Clearly, the beetles preferred
the moist turf. Finally, Ataenius larvae or eggs were confined in small cages with individual
adult beetles of the most common species of rove beetles or ground beetles found in turf. Small
rove beetles ate Ataenius eggs and larger rove beetles and ground beetles ate the Ataenius
larvae. Rove beetle larvae also ate Ataenius larvae.

We now have solid support for our model of how outbreaks of white grubs occur on golf course
fairways. This model will also help explain outbreaks of black cutworms, Japanese beetle and
other insect pests on golf course fairways.
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