
When Using Equipment, Think Safety 
by Lance Ernst; Turf Equipment and Supply 

Whenever people and machines come together, the 
opportunity for an accident is created. Golf courses, 
with their many acres of playing area, require people 
and machines to work together continuously to keep 
the golf courses in the best possible playing condi-
tion. 

Unfortunately, the nature of mowing equipment 
is such that, when accidents do happen, they can 
result in serious injury. Some manufacturers spend 
great effort to make their equipment as safe to 
operate as possible. Despite these efforts, hundreds 
of people are injured each year. 

Safety on the golf course must become a state of 
mind. It requires a respect for the equipment and a 
recognition of the potential dangers this equipment 
represents. Every operator must understand that 
accidents can happen if they don't follow the proper 
procedures, all the time. Manufacturers of quality turf 
maintenance equipment do everything possible to 

make the equipment safe. Safety conscious golf 
course superintendents develop comprehensive 
plans for safe operation. But if the operator neglects 
even a single procedure or practice, accidents can 
occur. 

Safe equipment operations can be thought of as a 
function of three things: 

Proper maintenance of the equipment. This, 
of course, would include the mechanic, but it should 
include the operator. The mechanic can provide a 
properly running piece of equipment when it leaves 
the shop, but if a malfunction occurs out on the 
course the operator must alert someone to avoid 
causing injury to himself or others. 

• Proper training for operation of the equip-
ment. When you hire a new employee, or get a new 
piece of equipment, be sure to take the time for 
proper training on the equipment. This includes 
reading the owners manual and viewing the 

/ C * s!;;;;r Mirafi is all you need to 
know about construction fabrics. 

Gaithersburg 
14 Chestnut Street 

Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
(301)948 - 2690 

Frederick 
5831 Buckeystown Pike 
Frederick, MD 21701 

(301) 831-4522 

Baltimore 
906 Leeds Avenue 

Baltimore, MD 21229 
(410) 646-3600 

Waldorf 
3345 Gough Drive 

Waldorf, MD 20601 
(301)843-6410 

When it comes to construction 
fabrics, people come to the specialists. 
At Mirafi, geotextiles are our only 
business. So all of our assets and ener-
gies go into creating and marketing 
the most reliable construction fabrics 
possible for ground stabilization, drain-
age, pavement overlays and sedimen-
tation control. 

Our sales and distribution network 
is the broadest, best trained in the 
industry. And our technical people 
give the assistance you need before, 
during and after the sale. If you're 
involved in construction, we can make 
your jobs go more quickly, more 
easily, more economically with Mirafi 
geotextiles. 

m i IRAFf 
Division of NICOLON Corporation 



operators' training video. Once the operator has been 
properly trained, you should insist on safe and 
orderly operation of the equipment. 

• Using the equipment in the proper place— 
that is the place for which it was designed. Manu-
facturers design equipment to perform a specific task 
or operation. Be sure your operators know the 
capabilities and limitations of the equipment. 

All three factors are interrelated. If one of the 
above is ignored, the potential for an accident exists. 
Always follow proper safety practices and proce-
dures. Make safety your most important consider-
ation. Make your golf course a safe place to work and 
play. 

Get out of that cart! 
Research by the New Hampshire Heart Institute has 
revealed that walking the golf course three times a 
week will lower total cholesterol, raise the level of 
high-density, lipo-protein cholesterol—the good 
kind—in the blood and reduce the risk of coronary 
heart disease. 

Golf Digest, August 1994 
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