Mid-Atlantic Association of

Golf Course Superintendents
NEWSLETTER

VOLUME XXXVII

MARCH 1984

NO. 1

The President’s Message

Hopefully, everyone who attended the Golf Course Superintendents Association
of America Conference and Show in Las Vegas had an enjoyable and profitable time.
In 1985, this annual Conference will be held in Washington, D.C., and GCSAA Ex-
ecutive Director John Schilling is expected in Washington shortly to make the final

arrangements for the meeting. As expected, the Mid-Atlantic
Association will share some of the responsibilities associated
with the Conference, and by April, | hope to have a clear under-
standing of just what these will entail for us.

| appreciate your support in electing me president of the
Mid-Atlantic Association of Golf Course Superintendents, and
| look forward to the challenges of 1984. Our schedule of
monthly meetings begins in March, so shake that case of cabin
fever and join us at the Country Club of Fairfax, where Past

President Sam Kessel will be our host.

In what could be an important step, the MAAGCS is, on a trial basis, sharing of-
fice space with the Middle Atlantic Section of the PGA in Columbia, Md. One initial
benefit is a central office capable of taking messages. If you plan to attend the March
meeting, call our number at the PGA, 301-964-0070, and register with the secretary.

Sincerely,
Michael Larsen, President

Jim Prusa

DIRECTORY IN WORKS

The new directory of members of
the MAAGCS is ready for the
printer and should be distributed
sometime in March. Past President
Ken Braun has used his computer
to set the pages up, and the revised
by-laws will also be included in the
1984 directory.

Jim Prusa Named
Associate Ex. Director

GCSAA Director of Education for
the past two years, James G. (Jim) Prusa,
was promoted to the post of Associate
Executive Director in January. In addi-
tion to becoming the Association’s
second in command, he will continue to
serve in his education job.

A professional golf course superin-
tendent who had been managing the
well-known Pasatiempo course in Santa
Cruz, California, before joining the
GCSAA staff, Prusa had been an active
and outspoken member of the Associa-
tion. A B.S. graduate of Cal Poly in
horticulture, he has taken graduate
work in management and marketing and
served in Vietnam during his four years
of active military service. Concerning his
new responsibilities, he said:

“As a profession, we have tremen-
dously unsatisfied needs in the areas of
self-promotion and quality assurance —
and an insatiable hunger for information

(Continued on page 2)

March Meeting Is
13th at C.C. of Fairfax

The Association’s first meeting of
1984 will be held March 13 at the
Country Club of Fairfax in Virginia,
and, weather permitting, open play on
the course will begin at 12 noon. Reser-
vations for golf and/or dinner should be
made by calling the MAPGA office,
(301) 964-0070; reservation cards will
not be used this year.

Sam Kessel, who has been superin-
tendent at Fairfax since 1963 and who
served as MAAGCS president in 1979,
reports that his club, originally formed
in 1950 .as Courthouse Country Club,
opened with six holes in play. The first

MANAGER'’S WORKSHOP

Reinforcing a mailing done early
in February, MAAGCS members
are reminded that a High Perform-
ance Manager Workshop sponsored
by the Association will be held at
the Knights of Columbus in Arling-
ton on Tuesday, Feb. 28, from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Jim Pfafflin
of the Performance Institute of
Washington, D.C., who spoke [ast
year at the Andrews AFB meeting,
will conduct the workshop, which
is aimed at improving management/
people skills. For further details,
contact Lee Dieter.

18 holes were designed by Reuben P.
Hines, Jr., and William F. Gordon and
R.T. Jones were used as consultants. Five
new holes were added in the late 1960’s,
designed by Edmund Ault and completed
in 1968, and the 3rd green and 4th fair-
way were redone in 1974 on the basis of
designs by Algie Pulley and Buddy
Loving. The most recent work on the
course took place in 1977 when Russell
Roberts reconstructed No. 14, adding a
large lake for storage of irrigation water
and redoing the tees at No. 8 and No. 17.

(Continued on page 2)
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News of the Golf World

The new executive director of the
National Golf Foundation is Sheridan
(Joe) Much, who first joined the NGF
staff in 1968; David Hueber is the new
president of the NGF . . . No series
badges are available for the 1984
Masters to be played in Augusta, Ga.,
on April 12-15; practice round tickets
at $10 each will be available for Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday of that week,
however, and a limited number of $15
tickets that allow the bearer to watch
the par 3 tournament on Wednesday
will be sold at the gate . . . Larry Gilhuly
of Bothell, Wash., is the new director of
the Western Region of the USGA Green
Section; he will be based in Placentia,
Calif., and will make turf advisory visits

—n-thatstate-as-wettasimiNevada, Utah;

Arizona, ldaho, Oregon, Washington,
Hawaii, and Alaska (Larry is a GCSAA
member).

Save Those Blue Tags
For Musser Foundation

The Musser Foundation will receive
50 cents for every blue tag taken from
seed bags, the money to be used for
research and education. Donors are
Tee-2-Green and Turf-Seed, so please
save all your blue tags, bundle them in
25’s, and sent them to:

Fred V. Grau

P.O. Box AA (for UPS, use

4604 Ambherst Rd.)

College Park, MD 20740-1014

Dr. Grau and the Foundation will
appreciate every tag collected.

S

—September 11,

’84 Season Golf
Schedule is Set

Although the MAAGCS golf season
starts with open play at the Country
Club of Fairfax on March 13, the tourna-
ment schedule doesn’t get underway
until April 10, when the first round of
the Match Play Championship will be
played at Talbot Country Club, accord-
ing to Golf Chairman George Renault.

The annual  Superintendent-Pro
Tournament will be played May 8 at
Indian Spring Country Club, and the
match play event goes into its second
round on July 10 at Piney Branch Golf
Club, skipping August because of the
picnic and moving to Chevy Chase Club
for the fourth round of match play on

tendents’ Championship will be played
October 9 at the Country Club of Mary-
land, and the final round of the match
play championship will take place
November 13 at Hobbits Glen. For
those not playing in matches, there will
be low net and gross prizes on all
scheduled dates. The season will wind
up on December 11 at Lakewood
Country Club, with open play.

MARCH MEETING (Cont. from page 1)

All nine new greens are Penncross
bent, while the nine original greens still
in play are a mixture of C-1, C-7, and
C-19. The fairways, once bluegrass, are
now primarily perennial rye blends after
12 years of overseeding. Greens are cut
a minimum of six times a week to 5/32”
or 3/16”, depending on the season, and
fairways are cut three or four times a
week to 11/16". Fertilizing is primarily
done on a Fall schedule, with fairways
averaging 3 to 4 pounds of nitrogen,
greens 4 to 6 pounds.

The course is relatively hilly and
plays to 6,466 yards from the white
tees, 6,712 yards from the blue; course
ratings are 70.5 and 71.5 respectively
(reratings by the Washington Metropoli-
tan Golf Association will not be avail-
able until April).

Directions to Country Club of Fair-
fax: From Washington Beltway, take
exit 11S, to Route 123, through Vienna
and Fairfax; course is on the right after
passing the Braddock Road stoplight;
from Route 66, take Fairfax exit to
Route 123, proceed as above.

Program schedule is as follows:

Golf — 12 noon

Cocktails — 6 p.m. (cash bar)
Dinner — 7 p.m. (Cost $15)
Meeting — 8 p.m.

I'ne annual Superin-

| NEW MEMBERS |

James R. Kelley, Class D
Assistant Superintendent
Green Hill Yacht & Country Club
Salisbury, MD

Steve Nash (Reclassified as Class A)
Superintendent
International Town & Country Club
Fairfax, VA

L.G. Stancill, Class F
President, Harford Industrial
Minerals, Inc.

Joppa, MD

Diana Lee Patton, Class F
Sales Manager
Turf Center, Inc.
Spencerville, MD

Meeting Schedule, 1984

March 13 — C.C. of Fairfax

April 10 — Talbot C.C.

May 8 — Indian Spring C.C.

June 12 — Green Spring Valley Hunt
Club

July 10 — Piney Branch Golf Club

August 14 — Annual Picnic at Bretton
Woods

September 11 — Chevy Chase Club

October 9 — C.C. of Maryland

November 13 — Hobbits Glen

December 11 — Lakewood C.C.

In 1984, Board of Directors meetings
will be held in every month but Decem-
ber on the last Thursday of the month
at 1 p.m. During the trial period of
working with the Middle Atlantic PGA,
the Board will be meeting in the PGA
offices at 7270 Cradlerock Way in
Columbia, Md.

JIM PRUSA (Continued from page 1)

to help us in the field. Like any human
institution, the Association will only
produce in proportion to the amount of
demand placed upon it by its constituent
membership. This is supported by some
basic laws of economics. | am totally
aware of a sense of urgency my member
colleagues have for greater productivity
and performance from their Association.
They turn to us because the industry,
the game, and their employers have
placed greater management demands on
them. For us to achieve success as an
association, our members’ needs must
be met and they must ultimately hold
their Association accountable to that
end. This is my hope for our future, and
my objective is to facilitate and accom-
plish it.”



