
Summer Woes 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I'm sorry I shouted at you the other day when you 
questioned me about whether we were having any trouble 
with the course. However, I don't think it was ncessary for 
my assistant to grab me on the pretense that I was about to 
start swinging. 

Yes Sir! We have been having some trouble with the 
course, in fact several of the members have suggested that 
we are stretching the truth by calling it a golf course. As 
you may remember, it rained the entire month of July-
record amounts. Well, during the first two weeks of August, 
while you were away on vacation, it turned hot and dry. 
Now I know you have said there's nothing unusual about 
such weather at that time of year, and I guess there isn't, 
but after ten inches of rain? Let us say in layman's terms 
the grass just didn't have the ambition, or the guts to 
survive. We literally saw aerial roots growing to nowhere on 
the Bent, and the Poa (which comprises most of our turf 
population, regardless of what you think I told you in the 
spring) had just enough roots to keep it from tipping over. 
It sure was interesting to watch the man syringing fairways 
with the wilt both ahead and behind him. Of course, as I 
told you earlier, I was very glad to be able to get back to 
watering seven nights a week. That $18 item under Misc. 
last month was for a case of 6-12. 

Then at the end of August we went back to our normal 
climate for this year, late abysmal swamp. I imagine one of 
the things you were questioning me about the other day is 
called "wet wilted, rotten, dead grass." It's not very 
attractive, and from what I'm told is very difficult to play 
from. In fact, I've been told the latter so many times that I 
suggested to three of the worst offenders that they 
resign-they already had. 

Those large brown thin areas on the greens are disease. 
We realize that fungicides should prevent them, and I have 
written several pointed letters to the manufacturers of the 5 
chemicals we applied in two weeks. The small tan spots on 
the fairways are called "dollar spot." As soon as we get the 
sprayer out of the mud on the 17th fairway, we'll get right 
on those areas. 

We do hope to get the greens top-dressed this fall, 
however, it may be a little difficult as the operation really 
takes six men, and we only have four since our "summer 
professionals" have left for school. I sure hope we can get 
Mr. Looney's son back next year. I can't quite agree with 
the Board that just because he cut that word in the 9th 
fairway with a greensmower, he should not be asked back. 
After all he is a member's son, and certainly was a help on 
those weekends that parties didn't interfere. 

In closing I certainly want to thank that kind member, 
who sent me the case of beer the day we lost 5 greens and 
11 fairways to disease and wilt. I really wasn't feeling too 
chipper anyway, and his note—"You might as well drink, 
you haven't done very well at anything else," really set me 
up. 

Respectfully submitted 
Greens Superintendent 

(Anonymous) 

When y o u 
work for a c o m p a n y 
like Scotts , y o u have a 
lot to live up to. 
1 0 0 years e x p e r i e n c e in h e l p i n g m a k e t u r f grass 
greener a n d h e a l t h i e r , f o r e x a m p l e . L e a d e r s h i p 
in t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f seed, f e r t i l i z e r a n d c o n t r o 
p r o d u c t s . P r o T u r f p r o d u c t s f o r f a i r w a y s , greens, 
tees a n d a p r o n s t h a t cos t less t o b u y , are cheape r 
t o a p p l y , a n d g u a r a n t e e s a t i s f a c t i o n . A n d a r e p u t a -
t i o n f o r s o l v i n g p r o b l e m s w h e r e v e r t u r f grass is 
g r o w n . 

ProTurf 
B r i a n F i n g e r 
4 108 Charles Forest St 
Phone 3J1/774-4 ISM Olnev \1d 20832 

Teddy Temper 
We can't do anything about Teddy Temper. 
But when weed, insects and disease show up on \our 

turf, we h»i\e something toi almost e\er\one of ihem 
Chipco Turf Kleen Chipco'lurf I lerbicide M C I T 

SUP R I LOManeb I' iowaMe Chipco Microgreen Liquid. 
Chip-Ca! Granular And Chipco Spot Kleen 

I verything to help keep your greens (and fairways) in 
the pink. 

From Hhodia Chipco Products. 

"He s not just another duffer He s chairman of the greens committee.' 

YOUR COURSE DESERVES QUALITY 

K A P C O C U S T O M M I X I N G IS Q U A L I T Y 

For Best Results Contact — 

R. Ford Verdery 
220 Orchard Ave. 
Dover, Del. 19901 
Phone 302 674-4760 

Y o u Know Y o u ' l l Grow with KAPCO 




