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® WHAT IS THATCH? ", This questiom was asked by a club official at §parrews Peint and we
will attempt te answer it by referring te and cendensing a talk made by Dr, Ralph Engle
before a meeting of the Northeasterm Golf Course Superintendents Auociationo

AYS THATCH is 2 tight layer of living and dead stems, roots, leaves and grasses,
'.l'hiu la.yor ‘eccurs bhetwesn the green grass leaves and the surface of the seil, It is called
"thatch® ( indicating something undesirable ) whem it begins te cause us trofible, Just

how thick this accumulation can be before it becomes ® thatch " - ne one knows, Dr, Fred
Grau calls this surface accumulation " Cushiem ® until it causes trouble, then it becem¥s
¥ thetch ", This cover is a cushion against soil cempaction, insulation against high temp-
sratures and a reducer of meisture loss, It is certainly desirable em a putting greenm, but
contrel measures should ge on all the time te prevent excessive build-up, The treubles
associated with thatch lead to Dy evils but seldom produces a single simple rezult that
kills all 18 greens at one ti.moo As the thatch layer accumlates on the surface less sxygzen
reaches the roets which means a shallower reet dystem, If water isn’t meving inte the
thatch and ox through it inte the seil carrying im the exygen it sheuld it is net fercing
eut the CO; amd in turm pulling im exygen ladem air behind, Algo, if water dee®s net enter
the soil neither can the nermal supply ef nitregen, calcium, phespherus and petash, since
thess nlant feed elements have te be im liquid ferm before they can be takem up by the rootio

THATCH ALSO CAUSES insect and dina.u preblems, If water can’t penetrate the thatch ( used
for house reefs in the South Pacific ) the imsecticides slide off the surface and don’?
meve dewn deep enough te get destructive insects, Thatch is an incubatien area for diseases
and in seme casmes our fungicides can’t penetrate te get at the meurce of the treuble,

] TER BLEMS wherse there is excessive thatch for the same reasens mentiensd
abeve - t.ho wator runs off imstead of in, The roet system that develops under this cemditien
is veryclese te the surface and suffers terribly if water is not applied at very clese
intervals, But frequent watering emcourages shallew reots that require mers water, eteg
( If you meet someone in this vicieus circle, it may be you coming dack, )

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO if you have thatch ? Keep im mind that it wasa’t built up ever night

se don't try te eliminate it in ome eperation, First check you Ph and lime mederately

or heavily aa indicated by the test, Use the mechamcial means at your dispesal fer cutting
away some ¢f the excess surface material but use caution here, Don't remeve all the green
canepy. Puncture the surfiace with any ef the aerating toels available and tep dress with
the thought in mind that some of the tep dressing must come in centact with the soil under
the thaitch, Lime again if Ph is not toe high and use great care watering,

M THE S Y, The Mid-Atlantic has the right te be preud of the fact that we are in
second place among the Superintendents’ Asseciation ef the nation in the new National
members signed up this year, Our recerd of 11 is exceeded only by Northerm Ohie which had 1k,

The latest mew member is Jeseph G, Kaufman, associate and national, whe iz with American
Agricultural Chemical Ce,

DUES FOR THE YEAR 1961 beceme due Octeber 1, 1960 , as de National dues, Mid-Atlantiec
lapel pins are available at $4,00 each, Brochu.ru ef the 1959 Baltimere Turfgrass Cenference
can be ebtained fer $4,00, = Tom Doerer, Secretary



