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Published by

Mid-Atlantic Association of Golf Course Superintendents to aid in the Advancement of the Golf
Course Superintendent through Education and Merit

L. R. SHIELDS Editor Woodmont Country Club, Box 352, Rockville, Md.
JAMES E. THOMAS Editor Army Navy Country Club, Arlington, Va.

DICEBER 1957

The last official mc.ting of the 1957 season was held at the Belle-
Haven Country Club, Alexandria, Virginia on Tuesady, November 5, 1957,
There were about sixty-five members and guests in attendance,

This was the month for our annual meeting, so the principal business
to comec beforc the grovp was the eclection of officers to juide our destiny
for the coming ycer of 1958, The candidatcs selected by the Nominating
Comaittce's slate were clocted, Those chossn were Bob Shiclds,President;
James A, Reid, Vice~Prosident; and Francis Coupe, Secretary-Trceasurer, These
three men arc veteran Mid«Atlantic " Var Horses", and we know that they will
serve our organization to the best of their ability, We are in good hands for
another year,

There was also a mecting in the aftcrnoon of the Mid-Atlanticls National
Educational Comnittee, This body is planning the part our membcrship will
take in the morning progrem of the National Confercnce on Friday, Feb,7, 1958,

e are staging for our part of the big show a sketch entitled ," A
meeting of the mid-Atlantic Golf Coursc Superintcndents," The feature of the
skit will be a " Constructive Suggestion Report," It is hoped that our
entire membership will participete in the program,

Charlie Yilson, " The Originator of the Comstructive Suggestion Report',
has consentcd to 2c¢ct as modzrator, e are intending to hold a dress rehearsal
sometime in January, Pleasc try and be with us tlhen, s we will need the help
of cveryone to insure thc event being a success, So let!s all put our Shoulder
to the wheel and make the i.id-atlantic! contribution to the Educrtional Program
of the 29th National Turfgrass Conférence and Show an outstoanding accomplishment,

FOR LADIES ONLY

The Ladics! Program Committce has planncd two days of entertainment
for all ladies attending the National Turfgrass Confercnce and Show, As a
member of the host association for this Confcerence, won't you ask your wife
to serve as hostess to the ladics who attend? Yhen the Ladics! Program
Comuittece calls upon hcer to assist in some small way won't you please urge
her to accept?

B
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CONSTHUCTIVE SUGG STION ¢ PORT
BELLE HAVTN COUWTRY CLUB
ALTXAFDRIA, VIRGIEKIA
WOVIHB ™R 5, 1957

MO JSRATOR, CH RS I’y HALLO TLL - SC1BE, R™ V, GRAU
MR, DAFITL, PRTSITHT OF B 1. HaV I COUW .Y CLUB
Bl 55 PLD, CHATRAN ~ GRTHS COLITTED
MR, GUORGE Ca PBELL - GOLF COURGT SUP o IV W )NT

The thcme of this mccting, as cxpress.d by Hugh hicRee is the importance
of the individuel, iir, Hallowell callcd attention to the M . SLITTTR of the
associc tion, which h.s ained national rccognition, George Campbell introduced
Mr, Semdle, Grecens Chairman, who told of activitics on the course., This
includcd planting C-1,C-19 bents on the greens, continuing to plant bermuda-—
grass in the oif-scason on fairways, He¢ described how Gocr,c Campbell takes
lar; s pcices of bermuda, actually foot square picces of sod, and cuts them
into the fairvays where there is a thin place, A lot of this is done in the
off-scason vhen therc is labor available and much less to do, He gets about
an 80~90, tealze,

Fred Grau pointed out that Belle Haven was the first course to plant
U-~3 bermuda before it became so well known, Mr, Semple continucd that, in the
first ycar aft.r nlanting the sod picess, there is not much spread. The scdond
ycar they about double in size and in the third ycar they really go to town,
He stressed th.ir delignht in the combination of their open native bermuda and
poa annua with other cool scason grasscs, He said with this combination,
under a good feeding wrogram, they are green practically the yeor round,
They usuelly anticipate talzing 5-6 ycars for complcete cover with this type
of planting program, They have gained immeasurably with stumer fseding - it
has rcally paid off ~ and now some of their fairways are nserly solid bermuda,
but with poa annua coming in, they are areen the year round,

He snoke further about drainage and diking out the tide. Ee says they
have gotes in the dike so that they let the water out at low tide and kecp it
from coming back in at high tide, “herc has been some loss of U=3 bermuda on
the tées where they have winter »nlay, They are just now lcearing how to over—
come thiss; Threc ncw holcs arc being built and thsy are planning to plant
these fairwvays to bermuda carly next soring, On o, 17 fairway there is a
grass vnich was identificd by Tom Ryan as zoysia, thet ir, rontcith gave hime
years ago - half of it was metrella end half wves japonica. avperently matrella
is thc one that survived in this crss, On & tcc, however, hMatrella did no good,

Jim Reynolds wantcd to know wvhy »neople talk agiinst seeding bermudagrass,
He says the cost is advantageous becuese sc:d is cheancr, The crgument given
was that plugs or sod can be sct at any tiie, particularly vhen the grass is
dorment, Sced so often winter kills; as Admiral Phillips explaincd, drought
comes along and the young s:-dlings can't build up enough root reserves and
thus it poerishes durirg the vinter, Jiiy Thomas and Adnirel Phillips and
Dick "atson all agrce that it is useless to try to sced bermudagrass in
established turf,
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Sced m.ght be used on a clean sccdbed, There's a great deal to be said for
the natural sclcctions which ha e developed from common berimdagrass seed which
then can be reproduced vesctatively if they are a good strain, Fred Grau
callcd attention to the fact that common bermvdagrass sccd come from berimda~
grass grown in Arizona which is not adapted to this climate and so often it
is possible to get coarse, ugle strains that are tremendously aggressive
near the grecens and vhich no one would want, He called attention clso to the
excellent strain that has devcloped around the grcens ncar the clubhouse at
Belle Haven that come right up to the edge of thc bent but do not invade the
bent, This is something highly to be desired. Charlie Schilestock called
attention to the necd for kecping the cool-szason grasses in mind wring the
discussion of warm scason grasses, In summary, it could be said that a good
Job was don¢ in discussing both ¢ool and varm sceson grasscs,

Walter Dinsmore celled attention to the brovn bermmas Teirvays at
Pinehurst during the winter, but vhich pleyed beautifully in spite of the color,
Fred Grem mentioned that it mey be necessary to raise the fortility level
in the feirvrays in ths fall to encoursge cool season grassce Aduring the fall,
winter and snring, Tom Dawson aslkcd about poa trivialis - the question didnit?
get answered, but poa trivialis has not becen onc of the more successfunl
cool scason grasscs with bermuda; it reqrircs so very much moisture, whereas
bermdegrass can exist on very little, Charlous Hallowell showed slides sent
by Cherlie ilson 6f the Povicr Sod Cutter being used at the Bala Club in
Philadclphia to cut strips of bermuda wvhich then would be vleced into the
fairvays in idcentical strips cut with the sod cutter in that loc: tion, This
is just one of the ways in which berimida sod c2n be moved from nursery to
feirvay, It wes emphasized that rolling and wetcring must be followed after
the spot or strip sodding, whercas plugs ould not nced to be vwatcred bicouse
they toke cerec of thcasclves,

Fothing was said abont the sreuns at Belle Haven, becanse everyone
simply toolz it for granted that they ar: just about as good &s ean be produced.

The Mid-wtlont .c i sociction of Golf Covrse Svo vint:n“cnts wishes to
thank Belle- Haven Country Cl:b , the officiels,membership and staff for the
privilege of being able to visit thec club, "¢ alvays loo'z forward to & visit
at Belle-Haven with cager anticipation and agein 'r¢ say thants for the
nospitality,

PUOSIDTLMYS L7 SuGE

To cach memb.r of the lLdid=atlentic asscocistion of Golf Course
Supcrintendents I send my most corlial greetings, In this, my first official
message to the memborship of our fine associsrtion, I exprcss my sincore
gratitude for the honor which you have confcerred on me ..s President of the
Mid—~..tlantic, I am well avare of the fact that clong with this honor there is
a2lso a serious rosponsibilty, I pledge to @ch memb.r my personal interest in
your problems and a joy in cech success you attain,

The responsibilitics of a nev yecar are vvon us, As officcers and as
members we all must continve the tremendouvs tack underta’-en meny ycars ago of
producing better turf by improving the [0lf course supcrintcendent, This ia a
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major opcration and must be undertelcen by coch member in ordcer for that
member to rcep the monectary rewards as well ¢s the rewards th.t come with
having done a good job,

'"e stand together on the thrishold of a ncw and exéiting year of work,
play and service to our club members, 'e stend on the venteoge Hoint of hoving
the Hational Me.ting in 'fashington where fellow sup:rinten‘ents from all over
the nation will inspire ms; the progrem cnd show will inform us; the
fellowsip will create human and spirituvel velucs for all of ws who share,

srom this coming Mational mecting, let us return, with vision clear, to
our clubs where we mcct eveiylay problems with inspiration, confidence ang
courage and crcate a better supcrintendent, [

It's at the club and on the golf course that supcrintenicnts advance
themselves by doing a good job., An associction officer can do little for
members along this line except guide, coopurate, set a good cxample and
inaggurate an educ. tional progrem, These taings I promise to do, but 2s for
setting goals - I°11 lcave that to each member, Sct your sights high enoug
to challen e yoursclf, but not so high as to be nnatteincble,

1ey I count on your coopcretion in doing that ithich is bust for the
org nization, llay I count on your suoport and interest by as ing you to
contribute any ilca or good sugcstion you might heve for the good of all,
iay I count on you to help cerry ovt those sugiestions end finally - may
I connt on you to volunteer to scrve on at least one committce to carry on
the work of running ouvr associction,

Bob Shiclds, Precient
A LDSLLCT o OM OHD VICI— 2751 rim
Yiashin ton, the czoitcl of our notion, ond the .lid-..tlintic Ascociation

Golf Course Sup -rintcnlents, is to be tic hoet to our letional Associntion
f Golf Coursec Superintcendents in fedbrvory 1958,

H

e as members of the aid-:tlentic hove a big job vlei-ing host to 12-15
hundred guests from all over the Unit-d States, its possessions ond Canada,
You will find the delegetces a wond -rful group of people, inter sted in their
worlz, venting to l:ern how we¢ in the east, anl thc 1iid- tlentic arca in
percticular, k.op and maintain ovr (0lf courses, ¢ ney olso hiewve to entortain
between U and 5 hundred ledics,

Their ve so umcn to sce in "asnin . ton and time ie so short thot it will
tekc very dot. iled planning for us to be ready for visiting delerctes, Those
of us vho have attendecd these conf.rinces cen attest to their walve, hovr they
have helped us imﬁrove the manegenent of our courscs and the n-w ideas wve
obtained by mccting and tollting with our fellow superintconients,

o club could afford alonec the cost of trying out the many ncw idlecs,
new weed controls, mew fortilizers, new equiviaent and a host of other things;
but dozens of suserint.nlents trying individial ideas; the grocn section,
colleges, c ommercial houscs, chemical houses and oth rs essimilating their



findings and giving us their rceports at these conferences are the reasons vhy
we are so for advanced in the miant :nance of folf courses thon ve were a fow
years back

Any supcrintenient vho misses thiesc conrferinces is not loing justice
to his club cnd any club that docs not send its suncrintendent to the
confercnce is not doing the right thing ror the best interests of its
meibers, att:nd this year and riport to your Choirman in wrilting on waat
you have leesrncd, Tie new ideas to work on your course and he vill sce the
value of national meetings,

I an looking forward to the greatest confirence our sssociction has
ever seen coming to ashing on, the nub of our nation, Our ;meste will heve
many things of int.r:st to sce and it's vp to us as superintenients of the
National issocieti n end mentbers of the Mil-atlantic sssocistion to sce that
when they lecve tihcy can say that the 1958 confernence in 'ashin ton was the
greatest tacy ever attended,
Janes A, ..cid, Vice-Prosicdent

COLL{ITT7 3 VOLUNT "R POST C.RD

Inclosed in this I SILTDMT R is a postcard listing the committccs that
the work of ruaning the u.id-itlantic,

At the Belle-faven mectiing charges were made that - (1) the associction
is rn by a hondful of men, (9) those vho don't agree with the " clique "
have no say cnd are left out, (3) that soue members have driven mony ailes
month after month $o attend these mectings end have not yst loarned anything.

This card , sent to all Acgular iembers, is intonded to covntoer these
cherges and prove that t ose who want to worl Jor the association cen do so by
serving on the committee or committcas of their choice,

The Txccutive Committce is not listed becausc it is maie up of Chelirmen
of all other committces, ‘e Txcentive Comnittee meets at Beltsville on
Tvesday following each rogulser mceting, but this covld be changed to the
afternoon of reguler meeting days if it secmed nigre desireabl: to all,

If you are a regrlor member and if you thnink therc is something wrong
trith thc : id-.tlantic or the way in which it is run, then here is your
chance to do som;tnlnb about it, Show your intcrest by retrrning the cer
which is addresscd to the Sceretery

AINTER PLY OF GR .S
Reprinted from 1 ORT-TLUT 0T MRITTTY R, October 1954, Alex,ii, Redco, Dircctor
Vort.weastern USGa Gr.enscction

In the liortheast the qrestion of the feesibility of »laying on rcgular
greens during the winter months often "pops up',
When grecns are frozen solid it is sédfe to play them, However, traffic over
frozen grass bruises the blades, and footprints show thereafter for some time,
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Usuvally grass outgrovs this injury,.

Vhen soils b.usath greens are comdletcly thawed it is also supposed to b e
safe to »nlay theme although the lubricating action of the moisture tends to
ceucnt soil particles and undoubtly adds to compection troubles during the
ncxt season,

Vhere the real trouble occurs is when the top inch is thawed and the soil
bencath is frozen, Playing at thet time usuvelly causcs severc compaction to
set into thc upner soil layer, The turf bicomes a mass of footprints, end the
greens become very bumpy. Injury of this nature is difficnlt to ovsrcome and
the dama,c may well take many ycers to rsctify, Unfortinntely, the condition
that brings about this typc of injury can occur at any tine, The ;reens uay
be salec to play on ot one time of the day but enought thaving may teke place
during the day to make conditions right for severe injury, Yemporary greens
for winter pley insure better greens during the regnlor golfing scason,

IN THE MAIL

Noveinber 7, 1957
nr, James I, Thomes
Army*Navy Contry Club
£rling ton, Virginis,

Deer Jimy,

I trast plens erc going well for the 1958 liational Turf Donfurcnc e
and Show, ias an associcte member of the ill-istlentic CGolf Course Hunsrintinients
Associction ( rnd I hode to contimue 2s such ), I would 1i ¢ to offer my
services in any way possible to make the 1958 show the best ever, I reclize
it is a long vay betvrecn “eshington end inncapolis, but if therc is any vay
I ecrn be of help, ploase call on me to do so,

Best re.ards. :
Sinccrely,
Jack
J.C, Harver 1T
(K}

Poro ufr, Corn,, iiinncapolis 6, . inn,

>

Zditors' liote : Thants , Jrck, You will hiar from ns,

THEY DV 2 LTARE
( eprinted from 1928 USGA Green Section Bulletin )

One of those¢ helpful souls, ur, average Golfer, rcmariz.., " “very time
I come out herc to play someone is in the way moving, wecding, topdressing,
applying cacmicals, or in some way puttering around, “hc rass on this course
is good enough for anyone to play on, So why don't they let it alone?

The long-suffering Grecen Comnittce Bhairusn replicd, " Did it ever occur
to that the reason vhy the grass on this covrse is good cnough for anyone to
play on might be due to the fact that somcone is always puttcring around on it?
Syvery time you come out here you probably change your clothes and have a good
meal, You look sufficiently well groomed and nourishcd, "My don't you lct
yourself alone and quit changing cloth:s or cating? ,
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SOUVTITITR PROGRAM ADVIRTISIIG

Perhaps your club would lilte to take an ad in the Souvenicr Program
of the National ieeting., This is one way the area clubs can help becavse
one half the profit of the program is used to help pay the expenses of the
host association. The more ads sold, the less money talzen from the uiid-
Atlantic trcasury,

lany of your club members are business men and might suscribe to an ad
if they knew they could hclp the superintendents by doing so, Their ad
appearing in the pagcs of the Program would be read by one of the l-orgest
groups interested in golf course turf, The advertiser then would be a part
of that group whose interest is the inprovement of golf course turf has helped
to provide more enjoyment to an ever-incrcasing number of golfcrs,

Prices of ads are very reasonable -

Full Page ( 5% x 8%)- 560,00 Half Page ( 5xli- or = 35,00
2—5/8 b 8% )
Quarter page ( 2-5/8 x 4L or 5% x 2%)- $20,00

Color on inside pagcs adds $25, per page
Forms are available through the Secretary or Bob Séott;rJr,

DUZS 4RT DUZ
aAssociation dues are due and payable on January 1, 1958 according to the
Scerctary-treasurer, Francis Coupe, He states that t.id-itlantic Regular
membership cards will not be issved until he hes received word from
National Sceretary, sgar i, Brown that National duss have been paid,

liational duss became due on October 1 and must be paid by Januvary 1,
To avoid poclzctbook squeeze that comes around Christmas time, why not pay
your dues now and have that obligation out of the way?
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NEXT ME-TING

The next meeting is the one we have all been waiting for, Apnarently this
is true for attendance is better at this meecting than at any other during the
year, The reason could be that the heavy pressure of the roving scoson is
over and we have found a little time to rclax, or it counld be a personal
tribute to our genial host, Goer;e Cornell,

George has been acting as host for the Decembor ilecting for many yeers and
nas carricd on a precedent esteblished by his predecessor, the J,3. Connolly Co.
of meking the mecting a most pleecsant and enjoyable affair,

Did you mail in the card sent you earlicr to assure getting your name
" in the pot " 7 If not, mail it at once $o0 George can prenare for you,

WET 1057 ING - Decmeber 3, 1957
PLACE «~ G,L. Cornell Co,
L4715 .iiller Ave,
B:thesda, kHaryland
TIME - 6:00 p.m,
THIwmE - " Zverybody tallrs, nobody listens"- lic Rae
HOSTS: George Cornell, Leon Brown, Frank Hosle, Tom Hrrris,
Phil Lee,

TIDDVATIR B TING

- You are invited to attend a joint mccting of the Tidewatsr Turfgrass
Association and the Mid-wntlontic on Jjecember 6, 1957 at the James River
Country Club, Newport e 's, Virginia, where Hurley Savage is superintendent,

At this course you will see bermuda greens that have been sceded to
rye grass for the winter and you can nlay them if you have tine,

AY present tvo carloads of uid-stlantic men are melting plens to [0, but
Tidevatcer would like to have more for this, our first attecmpt to hold a
joint meeting in their arca, “hey attend our Baeltimore Turfgrass Conference and
all mecting held in the Richmond arca, but few of us have cver becn to one
of their meetings, This is the ideal time of year for a joint mecting =
lett's all zo.




