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1998 MGCSA CALENDAR 
September 14 . 

Pebble Creek CC 
Host Superintendent: Cary Femrite 

October 5 
Host Superintendent: Mark Moers 

November 14. . 
Family Outing 

December 10 . . MGCSA Annual Meeting 
Minneapolis Convention Center 
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Jeffrey L. Hartman 
President 
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Now that September has arrived, I hope we can look forward to some reasonable 
weather patterns. Can you remember a year with so many severe storms? The 
last week of August delivered some intense rain for the southern metro area, 
and the Duluth area received tremendous hail damage to putting greens. My 
neighbors and I received 4.5" of rain during the evening of the 22nd of August. 
Mike Natzel called wondering if there is any way to repair hail stone marks 
on putting greens without ruining your back? Just another curve ball. 

* * * * 

Many of you know that I have been placed on the ballot for Director of the 
GCSAA for the February election in Orlando. This circumstance will no longer 
permit me to serve as a Chapter Delegate. Keith Scott will be our new Chapter 
Delegate after serving as the Alternate Delegate. Keith will be traveling to 
GCSAA Headquarters in Lawrence during the middle of September as our 
representative at the Annual Chapter Delegates Meeting. If you have any 
questions or concerns about the GCSAA, this would be a good time to raise them 
with Keith or myself and we will try to find an answer for you. 

* * * * 

In August I attended the 80th PGA Championship at The Sahalee Country 
Club. Their greens staff of 40 was bolstered with a volunteer staff of 40 which 
included local Superintendents and crew members. An impressive effort was put 
forth by everyone and the results showed it. Crowds were enthusiastic, filling 
the bleachers around the 17th and 18th greens before 7:00 a.m. on Sunday and 
cheering on the staff as they mowed and rolled the putt ing greens. The young 
man setting cups received a standing ovation after finishing on the 18th green. 
Sahalee's Golf Course Superintendent, and a close personal friend of mine, Tbm 
Wolff, was very proud of what they had accomplished and he had every right 
to be. The local Seattle papers referred to him in the Monday edition as "the 
hero of the tournament." He and his staff were quoted in the print media quite 
often. They had a lot of fun and all agreed that the experience was one they 
will not soon forget. 

* * * * 

I look forward to seeing you and your guests at Pebble Creek. Cary 
Femrite will have the course in top playing condition. 

- Jim Nicol, CGCS 
MGCSA President 
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LEITNER COMPANY 
Specializing In Soils For Golf Course 

Maintenance & Construction 

Soil mixing and processing specialists. 
Supplying the Golf Course Industry with soil 

and sand products for over 50 years. 
From 10 yards to 10,000 yards — material 

to specification for topdressing and construction. 
Quality — Reliability — Experience 

MIKE LEITNER 

LEITNER COMPANY 
945 Randolph Avenue 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 

(612) 291-2655 
PROUD SUPPORTER OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION THROUGH THE MGCSA 



'Dream Team' Building 45 Holes at Cragun's 
First 18 Completed Rapidly at Gull Lake Resort 

By RALPH TURTINEN 

y ^ ' d r e a m team" assembled to build the 45-hole golf 
XL^^ complex at Cragun's Resort on Gull Lake north 

A* JB l of Brainerd certainly completed the first 18 holes 
rapidly. 

From August 6, 1997, when the first yard of dirt was 
moved, to August 5, 1998, when owner Dutch Cragun hit 
the inaugural tee shot, it was exactly one year minus one 
day to get the first of two championship courses completed. 

Naturally, there's still some fine-tuning to be accom-
plished, but the course officially will open on September 
11 for limited play. 

Another championship nine will be completed next year 
as well as a unique "reversible nine" which has yardages 
ranging from 100 to 240 yards and can be played clockwise 
or counterclockwise. Later, one more championship nine 
will complete the 45-hole layout. 

This 250x66 maintenance building at Cragun's, which also 
will house a 12-unit dormitory for interns, serves as a back-
drop for Tom Kientzle, director of golf; Dan Steiger, head golf 
course superintendent, and his friend, Kaz. 

Designed by Robert Trent Jones, Jr., Cragun's new, yet-
to-be named courses provide still another attraction to the 
Brainerd Lakes area which is rapidly establishing itself 
as a golf destination with a variety of places to play and 
stay. (See "Golf Boom" story on Page 17J 

Describing Cragun's construction crew as a "dream team" 
organized to simultaneously handle various construction 
phases — such as cutting and filling, building tees, clear-
ing and grubbing, irrigation or whatever — Tom Kientzle, 
CGCS, director of golf at Cragun's, said "We're proud of 
what we've accomplished thus far and we're all set to make 
it an outstanding facility." 

A towards-the-tee look from the first green at Cragun's. 
Head Golf Course Superintendent Dan Steiger, who 

worked with Kientzle when the Marsh Nine was being built 
at Grand View Lodge, then went to Green Gables in Colora-
do before joining Cragun's construction team a year ago, 
echoes Kientzle's comments. 

Reshaping the huge bunker at the 16th hole are several 
members of Cragun's grounds crew. 

"We really have had great cooperation by all concerned," 
said Steiger. "We had a crew of about 30 during most of 
the summer, and they did a magnificent job. We also were 
provided with a great opportunity to do the work properly. 
We were able to purchase equipment when wanted and 
needed, and we had great support from our suppliers, too." 

Working closely with Steiger were Matt McKinnon, form-
erly at Bemidji Town & Country Club, and Steve Jetvig, 

(Continued on Page 9) 



A Cover Up 
Even Washington 

Would Be 
Proud of. 

Sometimes it may seem like you spend 
more time and money maintaining an 
optimum putting surface than the Feds do 
trying to manage their Bills. Rest easier 
this winter. Covertech's Supreme Green 
turf covers offer a lock tight cover up that 
will make you feel like you're getting away 
with something. 

North Star 

o Reduces frost & ice damage 
o Accelerates seed germination 
o Reduces wind desiccation 
o Porous to allow water & air movement 
o Made of tough woven poly material 
o Lightweight for easy handling 
o Comes with anchors & storage bag 
o 7-year pro-rated warranty 

Turf Supply 
St. Paul, MN 55117 Eagan, MN 55121 

612-484-8411 612-454-3106 
800-592-9513 800-551 -4857 



JOHN DEERE 

TURF GATOR 
It Whispers While It Works. 

Golf course construction is the natural topic for, from left, 
Dan Steiger, head golf course superintendent; Steve Jetvig, 
assistant, Chad Radzieg, and Tom Kientzle, director of golf. 

"Not only will this approach allow golfers to enjoy the 
course according to their abilities, but it also will allow us 
(the groundskeeping department) to care for the tee boxes 
properly," Kientzle said. 

He also said he enjoys Jones' "goalkeeper" approach that 
has bunkers (like goalie mitts) blocking areas at various 
greens, thus forcing a player to circumvent the blocked 
areas. 

Before the first tree was trimmed, Kientzle said, Cragun's 

Turf Gator toughness starts with a heavy-duty, welded frame 
with unibody construction. Turf Gator quietness comes from 
an isolation-mounted engine, large volume muffler and inter-
nal sound-absorbing material — allowing you to work without 
disturbing play. Like a golf cart, you simply press a pedal to 
start and accelerate. High-flotation tires allow the Turf Gator 
to work hard without scuffing the turf. 

Polfus Golf & Turf 
12040 Point Douglas Drive S. 

Hastings, MN 55033 
(612) 437-7747 • Fax: (612) 437-3483 

Cragun's— 
(Continued from Page 7) 

who previously was a groundskeeper at Coors Field in 
Denver. 

For Kientzle, the Cragun's project presented an appeal-
ing challenge, much like at Grand View where he was em-
ployed from 1984 to 1996 and helped build the 27 holes at 

An amphitheater of nine tees can be viewed across this sec-
tion of marshlands on the 13th hole, a par five. 

The Pines and was involved in the grow-in of grass at The 
Preserve. His family owns Birch Bay golf course, also lo-
cated in the Brainerd lakes area. 

Kientzle is enamored by several design features, such as 
having at least four tees on every hole with one, the 13th 
hole on the first 18, presenting an amphitheater of nine 
tees. Another on the third nine will have 11. 

Moving dirt rapidly is Jerry Thomas on a Terex TS-14. 
joined the Audobon program and adopted "a sustainable 
development program tha t protects and preserves a place 
to work and recreate." The Jones firm was hired in the 
Spring of 1997 after Dutch Cragun had reviewed three 
proposals. 

Cragun, 66, has been as enthused as anyone about the 
overall design of the 45-hole complex, the construction 
progress and the sincere effort made by all concerned. 

"I 'm so excited I forgot about being 66," he said. "I 'm 
revitalizing. After being in this business since I was eight 
years old, this is probably the most exciting time of my 
life" (Continued on Page 11) 
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