
TEXTRON 

A revolutionary leap in the evolution of mowing. 
To see where rotary mowing is headed, take a good look 
at the sleek new Jacobsen HR-5111.™ It delivers an ll'-plus, 
high-production cut and exceptional trimability in a rugged 
four-wheel-drive package. 
Built for long life in rough country. 
Hydrostatic 4WD, a heavy-duty axle with differential lock, 
and a reliable, fuel-efficient, 51-hp diesel let the HR-5111 
confidently tackle tough hills that stall the competition. 

Our new box-channel steel, straight-line frame takes 
the pounding of tough conditions like no other mower in 
its class. Plus, the full-fiberglass body keeps its good looks 
for years, even in the harshest environments. And it's all 
backed by a 2-year, 1,500-hour warranty.* 

No belts. No pulleys. No kidding. 
Our revolutionary, fully hydraulic cutting 
system eliminates the maintenance and 
adjustments of belt-driven units. It incor-
porates individual, lifetime lubricated 
spindle motors which deliver more 
power to knock down tall, heavy grass, 
for a clean 1" to 5W cut. The decks 

have a unique, counter-rotating 
spindle configuration producing 
the smoothest rear discharge 
going. 
Smooth operator. 
From the easy-to-read, full instru-
mentation, to the ergonomie con-
trols, the HR-5111 redefines operator 
convenience. What's more, power 
steering, tilt wheel, cruise con-
trol and the adjustable high-back suspension seat keep 
the operator comfortable, for a more productive day 

For high productivity, 4WD mobility, heavy-duty dura-
bility and operator comfort, there's nothing like the 
HR-5111 on turf. 

Jacobsen Division of Textron. Inc. 

THE SHARPEST THINKING O N TURF. 

NORTH STAR TURF, INC 
3080 Centerville Road (612) 484-8411 
St. Paul, MN 55117 (800) 592-9513 

"We Initiate Satisfaction" 

mraareEHHIHil 
i i i y ^ i a n i i i a i 



River Oaks— 
(Continued from Page 20) 

on September 5th and finished on September 24th. This is the 
one part of the product that I wish I had the manpower to do 
myself. Profit orientation has no place on a golf course when 
it comes to seeding. 

Finally, I had grass to take care of. It was an odd sen-
sation being out on the course alone. For months, the golf course 
had been a beehive of activity. Then one day it was just myself 
and an irrigation system I had not quite figured out yet. Natur-
ally, one of the wettest summers on record turned into one of 
the driest falls on record. Except for the rough, this was almost 
a blessing. With 120 acres of bare soil, a lot of rain is not what 
you pray for. Washouts were — and are still — a problem. We 
would just get grass established, and a heavy rain would take 
them out again. We finally resorted to sodding problem areas. 
Washouts are probably the most frustrating aspect of the grow-
ing phase. Although the construction phase had an adequate 
budget there was no money left to hire an assistant. I needed 
help! I cut the greens that were seeded in early September on 
the first of October. It was great to mow grass again. All the seeded 
areas did well with the exception of several tees and greens which 
were seeded too late to germinate, much less thrive. 

As last winter came, I spent my time (when I wasn't glued 
to the radio for news of the war) finishing off the office space 
in the maintenance shop. The clubhouse was under construc-
tion and that was a welcome diversion to my own company. 
If you have never equipped a maintenance shop from scratch, 
it's a mind-numbing experience, but again the thought of all those 

new tools and equipment somehow spurred me on. Winter also 
brought the most painful job of deciding who of the 47 people 
applying for the assistant positions would get an interview. I dis-
like firing people, but that's what I felt I was doing each time 
a resume went into the "no" pile. It was interesting how the selec-
tion process brought home the importance of a professional look-
ing resume. Get thee to a professional typesetter and printer! 

Spring brought Ben Ratzlaff and Kelly Johnson to 
River Oaks. We put a pound NPK per/m of ag grade 19-19-19 
down the first of May. Then it rained and it rained and it rained 
and then it rained some more. The grass grew faster than we 
could ever hope to mow it, but the course looked better every 
day. We followed the rule of thumb: Fertilize! Fertilize! fertilize! 
I thought we had applied too much. Then I would notice an 
area where we had overlapped coverage and noticed how much 
better it looked and we would go out and fertilize again. We put 
a lot of fertilizer down (10+ pounds/M on greens) but if I had 
it to do all over again, I would put more down. We opened the 
front nine on June 13, a year, two weeks and two days from 
the start of construction. 

The entire course opened June 29, 1991. From opening to 
the Halloween storm we had 26,000 rounds and generated 
revenues substantially over budget. Needless to say, this, in ad-
dition to bringing the project in on budget, the city was pleased. 

I learned a great deal from this experience. When our deep 
well went down twice in the two hottest weeks in June. I wished 
I had a larger holding pond and several smaller capacity well 
pumps instead of one large unit. Most of our timing problems 
resulted from the well drilling and pump station installation. If 

(Continued on Page 25) 

WELL DRILLING FOR FOUR GENERATIONS 

E . H . K e n n e r & S o n s 
INCORPORATED 

SPECIALIZING IN: 

Irrigation Supply Wells 
Variable Frequency Drives 
Line-Shaft Turbine Pumps 
Submersible Pumps 

( 6 1 2 ) 4 2 7 - 6 1 0 0 
24 HOUR TELEPHONE ANSWERING 
FAX 427-0533 

Roger Renner, President 
Jerry Aljets, Sales Engineer 

CERTIFIED MASTER WATER 
WELL CONTRACTOR 

Equal opportunity, 
employer 

15688 Jarvis St. NW • Elk River, MN 55330 

Gone Fishing. 
Thanks to 7-3-22 with Team: 

For controlling grassy weeds and restoring potash 
levels, there's no more economical, effective and time-saving 
combination than Country Club® 7-3-22 with Team* pre-
emergence herbicide. 

So start applying an C O U R t l Y C l l l b 
advanced herbicide and fertilizer ^ g ^C) ith 
in just one step. And take advan- I O " u u 
tage of all that free time for more w i t h t e a m * 
leisurely pursuits. 
t r a d e m a r k of DowElanco. 
Country Club® is the Registered Trademark of Lebanon Chemical Corporation. 

Paul Olson 
Territory Account Manager 

Roseville, MN (612) 483-4782 
© 1991 Lebanon Turf Products 



RYAN DOESN'T JUST REINVENT 
AERATION EQUIPMENT 

WE PERFECT IT ! 
OUR LONG LINE OF OPTIONS 
PROVES THE POINT. 
For whole course aeration, nothing beats 
the GA 30 riding aerator from Ryan. 
Variable hole spacing and 4" depth allow 
you to tailor its production to match your 
soil requirements. And the time saving 
feature of a riding aerator simply can't be 
beat. 

LONG THE STANDARD OF 
QUALITY. 
The Greensaire 24 has long been the 
standard of measure, consistently 
producing straight holes with minimal 
sidewall compaction and no tufting. Our 
experience shows most in the quality of 
holes we produce. 

Speed is important, but if you're not pulling the right amount of soil, are 
you really aerating effectively? Ryan knows what healthy turf requires. 
That's why our line of aerators offer varying degrees of production and 
speed, delivering optimum performance in varying soil conditions. 

OPTIMUM PERFORMANCE FROM START TO FINISH. 
The tractor drawn Renovaire and Tracaire for fairways, the versatile riding 
GA-30 for whole course aerating and the unsurpassed Greensaire 24 for 
precision aerating of greens and tees, or the all new DGA 30-06 for 
6"deep tine aeration. No one offers you more combinations of speed, 
performance, quality and price. Our experience in aeration and 
commitment to remain the leader are reasons why no one can match 
Ryan. No one offers you more quality, more value, or more ways to meet 
your total aerating needs! 

NORTH STAR TURF, INC. 
"We Initiate Satisfaction" 

3080 Centerville Road (612) 484-8411 
St. Paul, MN 55117 (800) 592-9513 

EsSfrd! 



POLFUS IMPLEMENT'S 

Large Area Rotary 
More than just a mowing machine! 

Shown on John Deere 955 Tractor 

• 50 or 60 inch Self-Leveling Deck 

• Unitized Main Frame 

• 2 Point Coupler (Quick Tach) 

• Able to Mow up to 30° Above or 

Below Horizontal 

• 72 " - Mid Mount Deck 1 Combines for 

• 50" - or 60" Wing Decks J 10 ft. or 11 ft. cut 

• Unmatched Maneauverability 

• Excellent Serviceability 

• Operate Decks Simultaneously or 

Independently 

• Unit Compatible with John Deere 

855 & 955 Tractors 

• Hydrostatic Drive 

• Independent Live PTO 

• Available with 4WD for Added 

Traction 

For further details or a demonstration call: Polfus Implement: 

New Richmond, WI • (Park Nursery) Stillwater, MN • Hastings, MN 612-439-6776 • 715-246-6565 



Loyalty 
How many of you have had an early morning call, or one 

waiting on your desk, from a caller who identifies himself as 
representing the "XYZ" Chemical Co. from Dallas, Texas, or New 
York, or wherever? 

He likes to address you by your first name or by your sur-
name and the conversation starts like this: " , we 
received your card asking about our product. Now before we 
go any further, would you like to receive our clock radio or 
the five inch TV set? And have we got a deal for you!! We have 
a great deal on 50-gallon drums of our special weed killing chem-
ical (or roofing compound). Now would you like three or four 
drums today? We have a special shipment coming your way 
this week and could give you an additional break." 

"Oh, you don't need a drum, what about a 30?" 
"You could only use a five? We don't put them up that small." 
If you should fall for this "sucker bait" and buy, you will soon 

find that you got taken. The weed spray is so watered down 
that it take several times as much to accomplish the same results 
as the spray you had bought from your local dealer. The spe-
cial roofing compound washes off in the first rain. 

There is much to be said in dealing with your local 
chemical fertilizer, seed or turf equipment dealer. 

(1) he is close at hand. (2) He is almost assuredly selling a 
product that can be relied upon. (3) He is as close as his phone 
or at most only a few miles away. He is in business to stay. 
He wants to serve his customers and have them satisfied— 
and coming back. Have you a complaint? He is there to listen 
and answer. 

And certainly not the least—he is probably a mem-
ber of your local association. He supports your activities 
with his dues, with his help at seminars, participates in your 
turf equipment shows. Not the least, he is a taxpayer in your 
district, he participates in community activities. 

So, next time you need to purchase some fertilizer, or weed 
spray, or grass seed, some irrigation or turf equipment—give 
your local dealer a break. We need him—he needs us. 
—Credit: OGCSA Newsletter 

River Oaks— (Continued from Page 22) 
possible I would recommend that both are installed before the 
earth movers arrive. I learned you can get what you want if you're 
willing to fight for it. Remember, the contractors and the architect 
work for you... not the other way around. I pushed hard to 
eliminate any areas that would require hand-mowing. I did not 
want to buy a fleet of flymos. This can usually be done with 
very minor changes. Fortunately, Don Herfort is not from the 
school of what I call "reckless architects." Except for some ex-
cessive green sculpting, the course has an excellent design and 
is very playable and manageable. Don is a master of bunker 
design. Only once last year did we have problems with washouts. 
During construction we sodded around the greens and bunkers 
to prevent erosion. I highly recommend this and would strong-
ly recommend sodding around the tee surface areas. 

As I said at the beginning, I don't want to do it again any 
time soon. But I wouldn't have missed it for the world. It was 
very rewarding to watch a rough piece of ground develop into 
what so far is — and in several years hopefully mature into — 
a splendid public golf course. 

TURF SUPPLY COMPANY 
2797 EAGANDALE BLVD. EAGAN, MN55121 Suppliers of Fertilizers, Seed 
** and Chemicals to the 

Turf Industry 
Daconil 
2787 Flo 

26019 Flo 

DowElaneo 
SURFLAN 
SNAPSHOT 

DIMENSION 
Turf Herbicide 

|IS1I* c x 
21-2-6 w/Team 

un g vaiLz 
20-2-5 w/Team 7-3-22 w/Team 

1-800-551-4857 



RAÌN^B/RD 
(R) 

FROM TEE TO GREEN AND IN BETWEEN 

MAXr System V 
Computer Control System 

• P O W E R F U L MIMS V 

SOFTWARE A N D IBM 

COMPUTER 

• "CYCLE + S O A K " 

PREVENTS WASTE 

• F L O W ZONES 

• FLO-MANAGER-THE 

O P T I M U M E N E R G Y 

SAVER 

• M A X I SYSTEM V 

SCHEMATIC 

• MULTIPLE PUMP 

STATION C O N T R O L 

ASK ABOUT RAINBIRD FINANCING • 

M A X I SYSTEM V 

MASTERS OPERAT ING 

EFFICIENCY 

ON-SITE W E A T H E R 

STATION 

P R I O R I T Y SCHEDUL ING 

ASK ABOUT OUR NEW LINKS MASTER CENTRAL 
CONTROL SYSTEM.. .AVAILABLE NOW! 

P & H WAREHOUSE 
PLYMOUTH 

15400 28th Ave. No. 
Plymouth, MN 55447 

612-55&0057 

EAGAN 
1971 Seneca Rd. 
Eagan, MN 55122 

612-687-0282 

ST. CLOUD 
612-259-6448 



Cut Down Lawn Mower Hazards 
Sunny skies, flowers budding, trees blooming and birds chirp-

ing are all signs that Spring is in the air. But along with this 
new season comes that dreaded routine of mowing the lawn. 

Whether you're doing this job yourself, or hiring a neigh-
borhood youngster, you should be aware of the hazards that 
can result from careless use of power lawn mowers. 

During the days of the simple hand mower, dangers of get-
ting cut by the blade or receiving injuries from objects thrown 
by the mower were not very common. But with the convenience 
of the power mower came hazards that can and do accompa-
ny this burst of speed. 

One man had to learn to recognize the dangers of using a 
power mower the hard way. While pushing his mower up a 
grassy slope, he slipped and fell, thrusting his left leg under 
the housing of his rotary mower. The fast-spinning blade cut 
off two toes and part of another. 

A more serious accident occurred when a woman did not 
check her lawn carefully for debris before mowing. She pushed 
the mower over a piece of barbed wire that shot out the back 
of the machine and severed an artery in her leg. Unable to 
call for help, the woman bled to death. 

But adults are not the only ones injured as a result 
of the careless use of a power mower. A 10-year-old boy 
was cutting the lawn on a riding mower when a tree branch 
knocked him off the machine. The mower ran over him and 
cut off his left arm. 

In another incident, an 11-year-old girl was mowing a steep 
slope in her back yard when the mower overturned and crushed 
her to death. 

And, a five-year-old girl had her left foot cut off when her 
six-year-old brother, driving a riding mower, ran over her. 

You may think these accidents could never happen to you 
or your child. But last year an estimated 77,000 persons visit-
ed emergency rooms for lost fingers, toes and other extremi-
ties that were nicked, lacerated or amputated by power mowers. 
Thousands more were probably treated in doctors' offices for 
lesser injuries that went unreported. 

For these very reasons the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission (CPSC) was formed in 1973 to save the public from 
these hazards. After nine years of changes and repeated ex-
tension of standard deadlines, the CPSC enacted a mandatory 
standard governing the safety of power mowers last spring. 

Statistics show about 50 percent of the injuries from all mow-
ers and 64 percent of the injuries to operators of walk-behind 
mowers occurred from blade contact. 

With the new standards in effect, all types of mowers manufac-
tured after June 30, 1982 must have certain safety features to 
protect the user from blade contact. 

This standard requires: 
• The mower must have a blade clutch, also called a "dead-

man" handle control, which the operator must grip to keep 
the blade spinning. 

• If the user has to release the blade clutch for any reason, 
the blade must stop spinning in three seconds. 

• All new mowers must have a safety start. This will allow 
the operator to start the mower on the handle used to push 
the machine. 

• The tip of the blade on the mower must be far enough 
from the perimeter of the deck to prevent contact with a per-
son's foot if it were pushed under the deck. 

The CPSC standard requires that design engineers determine 
if this would result in a larger diameter deck and a heavier 
and clumsier mower, or a shorter blade and a narrower cut-
ting swath. 

On many new mowers the trailing shield on the back of 
the mower protects the operator from flying debris and from 
the likelihood of operators trapping their feet under the mower. 

According to local lawn mower dealers, these new safety re-
quirements have added $35 to $45 to the cost of a new mower. 
This may sound like a lot, but it is a much smaller price to 
pay, compared to the price of losing a finger or a foot. 

However, most people will be back to using their old stand-
by tucked away in the garage. And, many of these mowers do 
not have the safety features added by manufacturers in recent 
years. 

But these safety tips can get you on your way to better mow-
ing times: 

• Study your operator's manual to know the different func-
tions of your mower. 

• Make any adjustments to the mower before you begin to 
cut. And make sure the motor is not running. 

• Remove all stones, wire and other objects from the area 
you are going to mow. 

• Make sure children and other bystanders are away from 
the area you plan to mow. 

• Never mow up and down a hill with a walk-behind mow-
er. Always mow laterally to prevent slipping toward the mower. 

• Never mow wet grass. It clogs up the motor and increases 
the chance of slipping. 

• Never mow barefoot or in sneakers or sandals. Wear sturdy 
leather shoes or steel-toes to protect your feet as much as 
possible. 

• When refueling, let the mower cool down first. 
These tips cannot guarantee mowing protection. It's all up 

to you and your willingness to be safe! 
Credit: Divots 

Miami Valley Golf Course Superintendents Assn. 

H A R T M A N T R E E F A R M 
WHOLESALE NURSERY GROWERS 

SINCE 1973 
8099 BAVARIA RD. 

VICTORIA, MN 55386 

* BUY DIRECT FROM THE GROWER, QUALITY SELECTION OF 
B & B SHADE TREES, EVERGREENS, AND ORNAMENTALS 

* WE INVITE YOU TO TOUR OUR GROWING RANGE 

* PHONE: (612) 443-2990 
* TOLL-FREE: 1-800-473-4812 • FAX: (612) 443-2835 



FERTILIZERS? 
WILBUR-ELLIS! 

WITH OUR EXCEPTIONALLY WIDE SELECTION, WE'LL HELP 
YOU WITH THE BEST FERTILIZER FOR YOUR SITUATION 

. . .AT A VERY COMPETITIVE PRICE. 

NUTRALENE Fertilizers 
12-24-12 

15-0-30 ) 
) Greens Grades ) w i t h Nutra lene 

20-0-20 ) 

24-4-12 ) Granular 

O r Custom Blends 

ONCE Season Long - N, P, and K 
Temperature Release - Not Affected by 
Water or Microbial Action (5-6 months) 

16-8-12) „ _ , 

0-0-47) G r e e n s G r a d e s 

24-5-11 5-6 months 
25-0-18 5-6 months 
0-0-47 5-6 months 
15-12-13 5-6 months 

- See the Difference 

Nutrients Released As Turf And Plants Need Them 

Release Characteristics 12-16 wks 12-16 mos 12-16wks Varies 1-4 wks 

Hydrolysis Releasable 

Microbial Releasable 

Not dependent on coating or 
particle size for release 

Nonburning 

Low Salt 

Minimal Leaching 

Minimal Volatilization 

Wilbur-Ellis Custom Fertilizers 
18-3-12 ) Homogenous Greens Grades 

And a full line of blended and liquid fertilizers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 

LARRY THORNTON 
1-800-642-2736 or 612/723-0151 



PUTTING ON THE EDGE OF DISASTER 
When old Bill Fownes wanted to check the green speed at 

Oakmont, he would walk out to the second hole and carefully 
drop a ball on the back of the putting surface. If it didn't roll 
down the slope off the front of the green and into the fairway, 
he would tell the crews to cut and roll the green again. 

At least that is according to Oakmont lore. For most of this 
century, Oakmont has set the standard against which all other 
top clubs measure their green speeds. Now comes evidence 
from architect Pete Dye that green speed in the old days may 
be wildly exaggerated. 

Dye has had motion pictures of the 1962 U.S. Open 
at Oakmont studied by mathematical experts. Analyz-
ing the time lapse of putts rolling across the greens, they have 
concluded that Oakmont's speeds back then were "about 8 on 
the Stimpmeter," which is considered relatively slow today. 

If true, Dye's discovery is important because it might curb 
the chase for faster greens, golf's costly equivalent to the arms 
race. "The USGA is trying to raise $10 million to find hardier 
turf," says Dye, "All they've got to raise is the mowers, 1/16 
of an inch." 

But golfers persist in the mistaken belief that faster is better. 
And, just as mistakenly, club members argue that their greens 
were faster back in the '50s and '60s. Most agronomists agree 
that this is not possible, and USGA Green Section National Direc-
tor Jim Snow cites four innovations that have greatly added 
speed in recent times: 

• It's only been in the last 15 years that clubs cut greens seven 
days a week; they used to be cut every other day, a big change. 

• Cutting greens at 3/16ths was considered very close and 
l/4th of an inch was common until the 1970s; the introduc-
tion of thinner bedknives (against which the rotary blades of 
mowers cut) allowed greens to be scalped below l/8th of an 
inch. 

• Clubs used to topdress greens once or twice a year; now 
they do it lightly every three weeks. 

• And until the 1970s, we didn't have verticutters and groom-
ers, new machinery that takes the excess top growth off the 
leaves of grass. 

But the real culprit is a yard-long metal rod known as the 
Stimpmeter, which was developed to quantify green speed. 
When it was introduced in the mid70s, the USGA surveyed 
more than 1,500 greens in 36 states and found that the aver-
age roll was 6 feet, 6 inches on the Stimpmeter. "It's crept up 
over the years until the average is closer to 8 today, and 9 feels 
slow to some people," says Snow. 

The result has been higher expenses for maintenance 
of weaker turf that is more susceptible to disease. Several 
years ago in the Midwest, dozens of country clubs noticed that 
their bentgrass greens were dying of bacteria known as CI5 
Decline, while the greens at neighboring daily fee and municipal 
courses were unaffected. Turf-types began calling it "Rich Man's 
Disease," because it hit only the wealthy courses like Muirfield 
Village and Butler National, where the greens were cut too low. 

"Trying to maintain consistently fast greens means always 
living on the edge of disaster," says Snow. 

Some classic, old courses have now increased their speeds 
to the point that severely undulating greens are unputtable. Then 
members argue that the greens have "settled" over time and 

need to be rebuilt. Of course, all they need to do is play the 
greens at the speed they were designed for. 

Now some courses are starting to post their green speeds on 
locker room bulletin boards. This only encourages idiotic com-
petition among clubs for the fastest greens in town and leads 
macho golfers to demand higher numbers or the superinten-
dent's job. 

Longtime turf authority A1 Radko says good putting begins 
at 7 feet, 6 inches. And for everyday play, it should not get above 
9. 

The PGA Tour aims to have its greens at around 10 feet, and 
the U.S. Open shoots for 10 to 11 V2 feet. But these are once-a-
year occasions, with the host club's maintenance program tar-
geted for tournament week. 

SPEED KILLS, we've learned. If not your superintendent, your 
greens. 

—.Jerry Tarde, Indiana GCSA 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
MARCH 4, 1992 

NORTHLAND INN 

NEW MEMBERS-MARCH 4, 1992 

Butch Brown Birch Bay Golf Club Class A 

Colin Hogue Greenhaven Golf Course D 

Wayne Jensen Tracy Country Club A 

Bruce Luchsinger Valley Townhouse Maintenance E 

Lary Falck Midwest Specialty Sales F 

Kenneth LeVoir Braun Intertec Environmental 

Incorporated F 

Dennis Sakstrup Courtland Industries F 

RECLASSIFICATIONS-MARCH 4, 1992 

Randall Allen Tartan Park B to A 

David Bauer Keller Golf Course B to A 

Alex Ell ram U of M BII to C 

Roger Hanson Green Lea Golf Course BII to B 

Thomas Hougnon Lakeview Golf Course D to BII 

Mike Olson, Membership Chairman 

Has it! Everything you need for 
professional turf management 

•Fertilizers •Control Products •Seed 
•Irrigation «Equipment »Replacement Parts «Golf Course 

Accessories »Safety Products 
•Service Brochures • Low Voltage Lighting 

(800) 321-5325 
Your Growth Partner 

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Rd., Rocky River, Ohio 44116 



EDITOR'S 
CORNER 

By Dale Wysocki 

Faribault Golf & Country Club 

Well, it's here. Spring at last. You realize that when I start-
ed writing this editorial, it's the early part of March and for 
a while there, if the weather had stayed above normal, we could 
have been playing golf by March 24. Scary thought. But any-
way, I am thankful that our friend, Mother Nature has removed 
two inches of solid ice for me and all the snow has made a 
temporary exit, but this is March and who knows what is go-
ing to happen. 

* * * * 

The pesticide recertification was held March 4th 
at the Northland Inn and 249 members of the Association at-
tended. Many comments are often heard regarding this event, 
and some of them have to do with, "Why do we sit through 
8 hours of the same thing year after year?" I think with the 
coming changes in pesticide regulation and what we (as Su-
perintendents) are doing to show other allied associations, our 
maintenance staffs and the people that we work for, that we 
are Professional, Conscientious and Leaders. Just because 
you have heard it before does not mean it's the same theme. 
With the changes that seem to be happening with every legis-
lative session it's good to go and be made aware of the new 
changes. Your association strives to bring you the best educa-
tion possible. With the Environmental Committee now being 
chaired by Scott Austin of Midland Hills Country Club, you know 
that the information that comes from that committee will be 
accurate and up-to-date. 

With our first monthly meeting just days away, it's 
time to get those marvels of technology out. I haven't even 
thought of swinging a golf club yet, although there is that bug 
that is just taunting me to go and grab a bucket of range balls 
and see if my slice or "cut shot" is just as accurate as last year. 

* * * * 

Speaking of monthly meetings, our first meeting is at 
Lake City Golf Club on April 13, with Cliff Reynolds as our host. 

* * * * 

Another thought that comes to mind is the Joe Garske 
Scramble at Tartan Park Golf Club in July. This event is a fund 
raiser for the Scholarship Fund is open to all members of the 
association. It's time to formulate your teams now for this com-
petition. 

* * * * 

Many times over the last several years golf courses 
have really been taking it on the chin from certain groups. Now 
is the time to think about what you can write in your club's 
monthly newsletter on how a golf course does benefit the sur-
rounding environment. If you have a copy of "Lawn and Sports 
Turf Benefits" by Eliot Roberts and Beverly C. Roberts of The 
Lawn Institute, read it and use the material provided to inform 
your membership of the environmental benefits. By provid-
ing our golfing members with accurate information concern-

ing the benefits of our finely manicured turf areas, together 
we can work towards a common goal that will be beneficial 
for everybody. 

* * * * 

MGCSA Scholarship applications are now available. 
To request an application, simply call the MGCSA office. 

* * * * 

Please extend your deepest sympathy to Randy Allen, su-
perintendent at Tartan Park Golf Course. His father, Leon Al-
len, past away early in March. 

* * * * 

The MGCSA wishes a speedy recovery to Glenn Rasmussen. 

* * * * 

Also extend your sympathy to Tony Maginas. Tony's wife 
passed away. 

— Dale Wysocki 

USGA Announces Special 
Offer to Public Courses 

As one of many activities, the USGA has an ongoing com-
mitment to support the public golf sector. 

In furtherance of this commitment, the USGA Executive Com-
mittee has authorized the USGA Green Section to provide spe-
cial support to public golf courses defined as courses that accept 
green fees from the general public and do not have a member-
ship that owns the course. 

Specifically, the USGA would like to make a one-time offer 
to send one of its expert agronomy consultants for a full-day 
Turf Advisory Service (TAS) in 1992 for only $700, its normal 
price for a half-day visit. This offer is available only to public 
golf courses that have not used TAS in 1989, 1990 or 1991. 

It costs the USGA $1,500 per course to provide this service. 
So why is it making such an offer that costs it money? The USGA 
hopes that by providing expert agronomic advice to public 
courses, it can help to improve the quality of playing condi-
tions for many of the nation's public golfers and that is a goal 
that fits within the charter of the USGA. 

"You need not be afraid that a USGA Turf Advisory Service 
visit will result in an increase in the cost of maintaining your 
golf facility," said Raymond Anderson, chairman of the USGA 
Green Section Committee. "On the contrary, the TAS usually 
shows a facility how to get the most out of a limited budget." 

"Our staff of 16 highly trained and experienced agronomists 
provides on-course consulting services to more than 1,600 golf 
courses each year," he said. "Odds are high that our agronomists 
have seen your special course problems before and can give 
you quality solutions that will save you time, money and frus-
tration. The staff is disbursed throughout the country in differ-
ent regions and sees most of the turf problems experienced in 
a region as well as their solutions." 

To apply for this one-time TAS offer, please send a letter of 
intent or purchase order, along with the name and telephone 
number of your course official whom the USGA should con-
tact, to: 

USGA Green Section 
Public Golf Course Offer 

P.O. Box 708 
Far Hills, NJ 07931-0708 


