When the UnlverS| ty of Min-
nesota Bee Squad opened Somerset
Golf Club’s hives yesterday, they
found, beneath thick coatings of
healthy-looking bees, good stores
of honey. They added supers to both
last year’s “parent” colony, and to
this year’s “divide,” so the bees will
have more room to take advantage
of the mid-July nectar flow and
continue making and storing honey.
Like last year, the hives sponsor
Brian Smith will be doling out some
of this bounty to members at the end
of the summer. Of course, harvest-
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ing honey iIsaprivilege only prac-
ticed when hives are doing well, and
have more than enough food for the
bees’ own wintering.

Brian and golf course super-
intendent James Bade joined squad
members on the roof the other day
to see for themselves how well the
hives were doing. Brian took pho-
tos, and James helped lift the heavy
deep boxes to reverse their order.
Reversals are done so that the queen
always has room to move up in her
hive, which encourages her to keep



laying eggs, as she has the percep-
tion she’'s never running out of
gpace. She seems to prefers build-
ing her brood from the bottom up
(don’t we all?) so once the queen
Islaying eggsin the top deep (usu-
aly thethird,) the Bee Squad will
move that box to the bottom of the
stack, and she’ll re-start her upward
ascent. Most importantly, areversal
allows workersto store honey in the
new top deep (previously the bot-
tom) which is where the colony will
spend the winter eating and shiver-
Ing together.

The bees have become afavor-
ite topic of conversation amongst
Somerset Golf Club members and
guests, and that, says Brian, isthe
whole point of keeping them on the
golf course property. The answer to
the honey bee crisisisavery com-
plex one involving multiple fac-
tors, from mites to management, but
there are simple ways to work to-
wards a solution: spreading interest
and awareness about the importance
of pollinators through gardens,
hives, and conversations with neigh-
bors, learning to keep bees, or sup-




porting research on honey bees and
other at-risk pollinators.

Remember, planting food for
bees and other pollinators on golf
course properties can be as ssimple
as selecting plants that provide good
pollen and nectar sources through-
out the growing season (Plants for
Minnesota Bees). It's also impera-
tive to carefor all pollinatorsin
ways that will ensure that their food
Is clean (http://www.pollinator.org/
golfcourse.htm). For more infor-
mation about the UMN Bee Squad,
visit us at www.beesguad.umn.edu.
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“20 Years and Growing”

Top Golf Course Architect $35,000*

USGA Green Construction $50,000*
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Significant time, money and effort will be invested into your golf course redesign, so why not rely on the
very best seed money can buy? For just a small portion of the overall construction budget, you can entrust
your seed needs to the number-one selling bentgrass: The Penn Bents from Tee-2-Green. Relied on by
superintendents for more than 55 years, every Penn Bent variety is thoroughly tested for at least 10 years,
resulting in seed you can use with certainty. Invest in the best and seed with confidence. Choose a premium
Penn Bent from Tee-2-Green.

WHY USE ANYTHING ELSE?
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