
 As spring approaches it becomes 
important to begin thinking about your 
turf weed control programs.  Remember 
that the first step to controlling weeds is to 
identify which weeds are present on a site.  
Proper identification of the weed will assist 
with two things: 1) selecting the correct 
herbicide and 2) applying that herbicide 
at the right time in the weed’s life cycle in 
order to maximize control.
 If you are primarily dealing with 
annual broadleaf weeds (Tables 1a or 1b) 
then you can control these possibly with 
a preemergence herbicide (check the la-
bel of your crabgrass control product) or 
post emergence.  The issue with using a 
preemergence herbicide is usually one of 
timing.  For example, knotweed germinates 
in late March, before we recommend ap-
plication of preemergence herbicides.  Late 
germinating weeds, such as oxalis, germi-
nate very late, after most preemergence 
products have lost effectiveness.  
 However, the preemergence herbi-
cide will provide some defense.  Always 
check the label and remember to target the 
application for crabgrass control, making 
the application sometime in April when 
Forsythia are in bloom.  If you have some 
breakthrough then post emergence prod-
ucts are very effective.  However, you will 
want to target the weeds early in their life 
cycle, before they have the chance to set 

seeds that will become next year’s infesta-
tion.
 Use tables 1c and 1d to determine if 
you have perennial broadleaf weeds and 
when the most appropriate time to control 
them is.  Usually fall time applications 
are recommended for perennial broadleaf 
control.  If you make a springtime appli-
cation (and most do for obvious reasons) 
then know that this is going to be effective 
probably for 60-90 days depending on the 
product used and the rate applied.  Broad-
leaf weeds, whether new or regrowth from 
below ground structures on the surviving 
original weeds, will reappear.  
 Fall applications tend to result in 
longer term control due to more complete 
translocation into below ground weed 
parts.  If you see weeds this fall, consider 
making an application with an ester for-
mulation of an herbicide recommended in 
Table 2.
 After determining your target weeds 
then use table 2 to select the best herbi-
cide for the application.  Table 3 includes 
a list of combination herbicides which are 
commonly applied in order to broaden the 
spectrum of control on sites with multiple 
weeds species.  Always read the label prior 
to use of a herbicide.  Be particularly mind-
ful of the reseeding interval if any reno-
vation work is planned, susceptible weed 
species and the site and or use restrictions 
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Table 1a. Annual Broadleaf  Weeds 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Black medic - Medicago lupulina 
(Stem on end leaf distinguishes from white clover) 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Mallow - Malva rotundifolia 
(Has a central taproot and does not root at the nodes) 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Corn Speedwell – Veronica arvensis 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Knotweed  - Polygonum aviculare 
(Sometimes confused with crabgrass when first emerging) 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Lambsquarters – Chenopodium album 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Virginia Pepperweed - 
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