
Konzern Named GCSAA Chief Operating Officer 
Richard Konzem, who has more than 

30 years of managerial experience, prima-
rily in intercollegiate athletics, has been 
named chief operating officer for the Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of 
America (GCSAA). Konzem officially 
began on October 17. 

Konzem comes to 
GCSAA from 

Rockhurst 
University, locat-
ed in Kansas 
City, Mo., where 
he has served as 

director of athlet-
ics since 

November 2007. 
During his tenure 
at Rockhurst, 

Konzem served on the NCAA Division II 
Men's Golf Regional Advisory Committee 
and had student-athletes from eight of 11 
teams compete in NCAA postseason. 

"I am pleased and excited to have 
Richard join the GCSAA team," GCSAA 
Chief Executive Officer Rhett Evans said. 
"He has an impressive track record of suc-
cess supporting and facilitating a perform-
ance-driven culture among a group of 
diverse and talented individuals. That will 

serve the association well as he oversees 
the day-to-day operations of association 
programs with a focus on serving the 
GCSAA membership." 

Konzem will be responsible for devel-
oping, implementing and executing key 
member programs that support the 
achievement of the association's mission, 
vision and operational goals. He will serve 
on the association's executive team and 
oversee the professional development; 
membership; strategic communications; 
corporate marketing, sales and business 
development; environmental programs; 
and events and meeting planning depart-
ments. He will also represent GCSAA in a 
variety of industry and allied association 
events, programs and activities. 

"I am honored to join the GCSAA staff 
and look forward to working with it, the 
board of directors and members," Konzem 
said. "As an avid golfer, I have the utmost 
respect for the professionals who manage 
the game's playing field. It is certainly a 
challenging profession, and one of great 
value to the industry." 

Konzem began his career in fundrais-
ing and event management in the 
University of Southern California Trojan 
athletic department. He returned to his 

undergraduate alma mater in 1981, serv-
ing in a variety of capacities for 23 years. 
He rose to the position of senior associate 
athletics director, including a stint as inter-
im athletics director in the summer of 
2001. He was a primary sports administra-
tor at KU during six NCAA Final Four 
appearances in basketball including the 
1988 NCAA Championship, three bowl 
games, and a College World Series in both 
baseball and softball. 

As senior associate athletic director at 
Kansas, Konzem supervised men's and 
women's basketball, football, baseball, the 
Williams Educational Fund (with $5 mil-
lion in annual scholarship donations), ath-
letic ticket staff and the events and facili-
ties staff. Konzem recently completed 
terms on the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame 
Board of Directors, the Sunflower State 
Games Board of Directors, the United Way 
of Douglas County and the City of 
Lawrence Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board. He was a member of the 
Leadership Kansas Class in 2004. Konzem 
and his wife, Debbie, chaired the 2006 
United Way Campaign in Lawrence, rais-
ing $1.65 million. He was also the media 
coordinator for the Kansas Open Golf 
Tournament (1991-96). 
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Green Lawnger® Turf Colorants 
Green Lawnger Turf Colorant Treats Winter Injury 
Harsh winter conditions like snow and ice often damage turf. Dry weather temperatures can cause a 
delay in spring transition to green turf. Using Green Lawnger permanent turf paint with Color Lock 
technology can decrease winter injury and promote rapid spring green-up in turf. 

Green Lawnger® Transition™ dark turf colorant with ColorLock™ technology is an advanced UV 
heat-absorbing technology for professional turf managers who want to elevate plant and soil surface 
temperatures in order to: 

Green Lawnger® Vision Pro™ turf colorant with ColorLock™ technology is an advanced visual 
spray application aid for turf managers who want to achieve uniform applications of plant protection 
products with the added feature of a long-lasting natural green turf color. 

Contact your Tessman representative for further information on these products 
St. Paul 651 - 487 - 3850 * Fargo 701 - 232 - 7238 * Sioux Falls 605 - 368 - 2586 

www.tessmanseed.com 
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