
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Give Yourselves a Pat on the Back 

By Richard A. (Rick) Traver, CGCS 

Recently I have had a couple of opportunities to hear Tom Ryan explain 
the Economic Impact Study for Minnesota golf that the MGA had compiled 
in 2007. During the first of these opportunities, there were a few spots of 
interest generated for me, but the second time I heard him speak, many 
other issues started to stir my synaptic responses. 

Since many of you have not had the opportunity to listen to or read this 
report, I will throw a few tidbits in your direction; however, I encourage 
you to go to the MGA website or the latest edition of Minnesota Golfer and 
read the report. 

In that report are a number of positive informational tidbits about the 
golf industry in Minnesota, such as the fact that golf contributes $2.4 billion 
to the state's economy. That there are 508 golf courses in Minnesota of 

which 90% are public, and that Minnesota is the 
only state to have hosted all 13 USGA national 
championships. One item that really caught my 
attention was that among visiting golfers, 
Minnesota ranks third highest in golf destina-
tions behind Florida, and Arizona. (In the report 
it has us ranked fourth, but after further review 
Tom Ryan clarified that to third.) 

So my recommendation to the members of 
the MGCSA is to give yourselves a pat on the 
back. To be ranked third when we have only six 
quality months to play golf tells me that we are 
doing an excellent job of building and maintain-
ing quality golf courses. I have always said and 

still believe, that Minnesota and our surrounding states have some of the 
best golf course superintendents managing turf under some of the worst 
conditions. 

All the information gathered in this study will help our industry on sev-
eral levels, but primarily when dealing with the state legislature. At the risk 
of upsetting a politician or two, it seems that every political season the local 
legislature finds something to get our membership stirring or make our jobs 
a little more difficult. The most recent of those was the surcharge on irriga-
tion water. As we learned at our last Mini Seminar, irrigation water has 
become the new hot topic on the political agenda, and more regulation is 
being sought by several different state agencies. This could lead some 
superintendents to make dramatic changes in how they manage their turf. 
The MGCSA will be working with the MTGF and affiliates, to develop a 
Best Management Practices program for irrigation water. By putting togeth-
er a BMP and using it in conjunction with the information from the MGA 
and the Economic Impact Study from the MTGF, which includes all turf 
industries, we will be able to show the legislature that our industry is on 
top of conservation and no additional controls are necessary. Hopefully 
they will take the information to heart. 

Since the season is finally underway, I hope you have all had a great 
start and I will see you next month. 

-Rick 

HOLE NOTES ( ISSN 108-27994) is pub l i shed month ly excep t b i -month ly N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r , 
January/February for $2 an issue or $20 per year by the Minnesota Golf Course Superintendents ' Associat ion, 
217 Minnetonka Avenue South, Ste. D, Wayzata, MN 55391. Scott Turt inen, publisher. Periodicals postage 
paid at Wayzata, MN. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to HOLE NOTES, P. O. BOX 617, WAYZATA, 
MN 55391. 

HOLE NOTES 
Official Publication 

of the MGCSA 
Editor 

Jack MacKenzie, CGCS 
jmackenzie426@msn.com 

2008 Board of Directors 

OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 

Richard Traver, Jr., CGCS 
Monticello Country Club 
Monticello 
763/295-3323 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Paul Diegnau, CGCS 
Keller GC 
Maplewood 
651/766-4174 

SECRETARY 

Matt McKinnon 
Legacy Courses at Cragun's 
Brainerd 
218/825-2751 

TREASURER 

E. Paul Eckholm, CGCS 
Heritage Links GC 
Lakeville 
952/440-6494 

EX-OFFICIO 

James Bade 
Somerset Country Club 
Mendota Heights 
651/457-1161 

DIRECTORS 
Brian Brown 
Chisago Lakes GC 
Lindstrom 
651/257-8734 
Jeff Hartman 
Hartman Companies, Inc. 
Victoria 
952/443-2958 
Scottie Hines 
Windsone Farm GC 
Independence 
763/479-6524 
Mike Knodel 
Oakdale Golf Club 
Buffalo Lake 
320-587-0525 
Tack MacKenzie, CGCS 
North Oaks GC 
St. Paul 
651/484-1024 
Thomas Meier 
Le Sueur CC 
Le Sueur 
507/665-3665 
David Oberle 
BASF Corporation 
Eagan 
651/681-8050 
Tom Proshek 
Bracketf s Crossing CC 
Lakeville 
952/435-2543 
Jeff Vinkemeier 
Glencoe CC 
Glencoe 
320/864-6872 

BUSINESS OFFICE 
AND HOLE NOTES OFFICE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Scott Turtinen 
P. O. Box 617 
Wayzata, MN 55391 
952/473-2582 Fax: 952/473-2586 
Toll Free: 1-800-642-7227 
scott@mgcsa.org 

www.mgcsa.org 

mailto:jmackenzie426@msn.com
mailto:scott@mgcsa.org
http://www.mgcsa.org

