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What is the best turfgrass mixture or 
blend for general use areas at my park, 
golf course rough, homelawn, or ceme-
tery? What height should I 
mow at? How much fertil-
izer should I apply to 
achieve my desired quali-
ty? I have a hard time find-
ing the seed you are recom-
mending. Can you please 
do a study to evaluate all 
of these issues? 

This series of questions 
is not uncommon by pro-
fessional turfgrass managers who are 
looking for answers on the best mixtures 
and blends for their customers. Whether 
the customer is a homeowner or an ath-
lete, options exist depending on the 
desired traits. 

In 2006, triplicate plots of monocul-
tures, mixtures or blends of cool-season 

turfgrasses were seeded (Table 1 on Page 
26). You may recognize some of these 
plots; like the Kentucky bluegrass and 

"Data will be collected for the next 
3 to 5 years. Keep up to date with yearly 
ratings by visitingwww.turf.umn.edu." 

perennial ryegrass mixtures. Other plots 
you may be seeing for the first time, like 
the RTF tall fescue which has a rhizomo-
nous growth habit or Alkaligrass. Some of 
these plots perform very well when 
mowed at 1.5 inches; others really need at 
least 2 lbs N per 1,000 square feet. 

This experiment was designed so that 

all 20 treatments are mowed at 1.5 and 2.5 
inches and fertilized at three different 
rates; 0,1 or 2 lbs N per 1,000 square feet. 

The 2 lb treatment is 
applied in one pound 
increments in spring and 
fall. The 1 lb treatment is 
only applied in the fall. 
Therefore, when you look 
at each individual 15 ft by 
10 ft plot, there are three 
fertilizer rates stripped 
from east to west and 2 
mowing heights stripped 

from north to south. 
Data will be collected for the next 3 to 5 

years. Keep up to date with yearly ratings 
by visiting www.turf.umn.edu. Keep the 
plot plan and bring your customers or 
supervisors to campus to determine the 
best turfgrass for your situation. 

(See Table 1 on Page 25) 
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looking great all season long. 
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Table 1. Gortner Avenue Turf Demonstration Trial (2006-19) Plot Size 15 feet by 10 feet 

Experiment Seeded 7-26-06. Boarder is Lown Down Blues Kentucky Bluegrass Blend 

1 Maximum Poa Trivialis Blend 11 'Jasper II' Creeping Red Fescue 

2 Low Grow Fescue 12 VNS Sheeps Fescue 

3 'Osprey* Hard Fescue 13 Care-Free Fine Fescue Blend 

4 "Langara" Kentucky Bluegrass 14 Blue Carpet Kentucky Bluegrass Blend 

5 'Texoka' Buffalograss 15 Lown Down Blues Kentucky Bluegrass Blend 

6 'Fults' Puccinnela Alkaligrass 16 'RTF' Tall Fescue 

7 'Fawn' Tall Fescue 17 'Jamestown II' Chewings Fescue 

8 'SR3210' Blue Fescue 18 Triple A Tall Fescue Blend 

9 'Manhattan 4' Perennial Ryegrass 19 30:70 Perennial Rye:Kentucky Blue Mix 

10 'Park' Kentucky Bluegrass 20 Links Fine Fescue Mixture 

20 ft by 45 ft plot of 67135 U of MN Sheep Fescue Breeder Seed 
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patented impermeable protection • ripstop reinforcement 

f 

millions of square feet of turf protected • see photos & research results online 

an impermeable barrier between 
your turf & the w/nfer elements! 

Minimizes temperature fluctuations. 

Protects against ice damage. 

Protects from crown hydration and desiccation. 

Provides years of easy installation & storage 

Lightweight and durable. 

Minnesota, early spring-
actual customer photo not retouched! 

for more details and free samples 
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