Merry Christmas! At my house we say
Merry Christmas. | am not being disre-
spectful or apolitically correct, just honest.
And if you celebrate Hannukah or
Ramadan, then just take my happy excla-
mation and apply it to your beliefs. For in
fact you know what I mean. Kwanzaa isn't
a religious event, but if you acknowledge
this seven-day remembrance of African
culture, then by all means Merry
Christmas to you, too!

Yes, Merry Christmas to all!!! It seems
that during this time of year I have the
opportunity to reflect upon the many
blessings I enjoy in my life. Mid-summer
is a bad time, as my mind is focused upon
self-centered thoughts such as keeping my
grass green and green grass playable. But
come snow time I often ponder my for-
tunes.

As a youth I lay awake dreaming about
the wondrous gifts wrapped in spectacu-
lar fashion under the Christmas tree.
Usually I received clothing, books and
toys meant to stimulate my mind. But
sometimes I'd actually get a present I had
been wishing for, perhaps a Sheridan Blue
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Streak Pellet gun, a toboggan or my
favorite model rocket ship.

But today, a bit older and wiser, I
appreciate the season as so much more
than "gifts for me." I am a very fortunate
man. My family is loving and my health
pretty good. I thank God that I don't
smoke, drink or do drugs anymore.
However, I value the lessons I learned
when I did. My friends are honest and
respectful, my religious beliefs comfort-
ing.

I give thanks for, and am hopeful for,
continued success with work, family and
play. During this lull I remember in detail
my relationships and the knowledge I
have learned from those who have passed
away. My mind tends to wander and
wonder about my children's future, my
friends who are experiencing bumps in
the road of life and those who put them-
selves in danger for my continued pros-
perity.

God bless our police force, our fire
department and our volunteer military
service personnel who are in and out of
harms way. You have my utmost respect

and I honor your dedication and willing-
ness to protect me as I lead my life in a
free America. I wish you all a Merry
Christmas.

And at this time of year I am hopeful
that addicted persons seek the help they
need to become productive members of
our society again. I pray for our enemies
to appreciate freedom over oppression.
And I reflect upon those who have less
than I do and who struggle from day to
day, searching for a way out of their rut in
life. Where there is a will there is a way.

Thankfully I was born in a country
that accepts the freedom of decision, the
freedom of speech, the freedom of religion
and the ability to be political. Fortunately
I was raised in a community that values
individual thought and those potential
opportunities that arise from hard work
and dedication. Gratefully, my parents
raised me with values that support me on
"cruise control" when my mind is else-
where.

I shout "Merry Christmas" to each of
you, my friends and peers. Take this time
to celebrate your achievements, reflect
upon your challenges and be thankful for
the opportunities you have in this great
country we share together.

Love your friends, love your family
and love yourself. For your self worth
and what you give through thought, word
and deed are the true presents of life.

—~ M

Happy Holidays

We Hope Everyone Takes Time To Enjoy the Holiday Season.
Always Be Thankful For What You Have.
Make Your Families The Priority This Holiday Season.
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FMX TURF SPECIALISTS
Terry Donahoe 651-775-0002

30 November/December 2005 Hole Notes




