
USGA, GCSAA, NTEP Join Forces 
To Administer On-Site Golf Course Testing for Grass Varieties 

The United States Golf Association, 
the Golf Course Superintendents As-
sociation of America and the Nation-
al Turfgrass Evaluation Program are 
combining resources to manage a new 
national research project that will 
evaluate grass varieties (also known 
as cultivars) on actual golf course 
settings. 

"On-site testing of turfgrass culti-
vars is not a new concept," said Robert 
C. Shearman, Ph.D. NTEP executive 
director. "However, the joint sponsor-
ship of on-site putting green trials is 
new. Golf course superintendents 
have been asking for some time to 
have information that bridged the 
game between small-plot university 
trials and their end-use needs." 

Practice putting greens built to 
USGA spécifications at 16 different 
golf courses across the nation, featur-
ing bermudagrass and/or bentgrass 
varieties, will be monitored to provide 
data for golf course personnel in the 
building and maintenance of facili-

ties. The northern locations will inte-
grate bentgrass cultivars, and far-
south venues will employ ber-
mudagrass varieties. Both will be 
used in transition zone climates. 

The USGA originally funded vari-
ety testing research on golf courses in 
the 1930s and '40s. Testing then 
moved to university research settings 
in the late 1940s. While this research 
has been the backbone of the turf-
grass industry, there was a void of ac-
tual on-site testing for those in the 
golf industry. The USGA / GCSAA / 
NTEP project will use the combined 
efforts of superintendents, university 
researchers and USGA Green Section 
staff for monitoring and evaluation. 
Annual reports will be filed over a 
five-year period, with an evaluation of 
the program for possible continuation 
with the same or different grass 
varieties. 

"The greatest gains in turfgrass 
research have and will continue to 
come from universities," said GCSAA 

Director of Research Jeff Nus, Ph.D. 
"But this project allows us to do 'real 
world' testing and replicate actual 
conditions in order to provide the best 
data to those in the golf course main-
tenance profession. Golfer expecta-
tions and golf course conditions have 
changed so much in the last three de-
cades that we need to study cultivar 
performance based on the conditions 
demanded by today's golfers." 

Because traffic is an important fac-
tor in cultivar performance, all of the 
putting greens constructed for the 
project will be used as actual practice 
greens at the respective facilities. 
Preliminary work has begun on the 
construction of greens at some loca-
tions, while sponsors/companies have 
entered the various bentgrass and 
bermudagrass cultivars to be consi-
dered by researchers for use in the tri-
als study. The list of cultivars to be 
included in the test will be deter-
mined later this fall. 

We can tell you 
what to plant, 

where to plant, 
when to plant. 

Guess that makes us 
plant managers. 

Whatever your needs for your golf 
course, Peterson Seed can help. They 
can supply grass seed for everything 
from tees and greens to fairways and 
roughs. Whether you're building a 
new course or renovating an existing 
one, Peterson Seed offers expert 
advice and dependable products. 

T U R F S E E D 

PETERSON SEED CQ 
Helping your seed business grow. 

Paskvan Consulting 
Route 1 Box 77 A 
Akeley, MN 56433 

218-652-3542 
Fax 218-652-2949 

Where Success is Never an Accident 

Specialists in Soil and Plant Nutrition Tailored to Golf Courses and Sports TUrf 
Services Provided: 
• Complete inventory of the soils on the course or job site. 
• Sampling, analyzing, delivery and interpretation of the results 

to eliminate guesswork. 
• Help find corrective fertilizer materials to save money. 
• Physical analysis on sand-soil-peat to determine proper mixing 

for greens and topdressing. 
• Fast turn around time, yet quality is never compromised. 


