
these national conferences. Just ask Kurt about the 
Polynesian Restaurant in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Kurt was the president of the MGCSA for two years in the 
1960's and was very instrumental in initiating and promot-
ing the MGCSA research program. 

Kurt's dedication and hard work for the profession and 
Rochester Golf and Country Club has gained him the 
respect and admiration of all his fellow superintendents 
and those who have worked for him. 

As a young person in the business, I think we all are in-
debted to this second generation (Erdmann, Ostler, 
Fullers and others) of Minnesota golf course superinten-
dents for their contributions and dedication to our profes-
sion. As they probably looked to the first generation 
(Emil Picha, Carl Anderson and Harold Stadola), those of 
us in the third generation look to them and hope to follow 
their example. 

Upon retirement, Kurt and his wife Lavinna hope to spend 
more t ime wi th their three chi ldren and three 
grandchildren. You can bet that Kurt's boat and fishing 
gear won't be collecting dust anymore. I know that all of 
those people who have been fortunate enough to be a 
part of this profession with Kurt wish him a long and very 
happy retirement. 

GROOMING REEL GUIDE 
by Helmut Ullrich, The Toro Company 

I. Introduction 
As you know, grooming is an old technique, but the "groomer" 
is relatively new. It is associated with the golfer's desire for 
faster, truer and healthier greens. There has been much discus-
sion among superintendents, and articles have been written in 
trade publications concerning the actual benefits this tool pro-
vides. Because this management practice is so new, there has 
been little, if any, scientific research conducted to determine 
the long-term effects of grooming. It is difficult, therefore, to 
make precise recommendations on the use of a grooming reel. 
This is further complicated by the many variables which play 
a major role in achieving desired results. Some of the variables 
which must be considered are: 

• General condition of the green 
• Variety of grass on the green 
• Season of the year 
• The turf-management program 
• Variation in traffic 
• Stress periods, especially heat and humidity 

All of these vary from golf course to golf course, and usually 
from green to green on the same course. The use of the groom-
ing reel, therefore, requires a thorough understanding of 
agronomic aspects of the turf on the green which, in turn, deter-
mines the depth of setting and the frequency of use. It is recom-
mended strongly that the superintendents experiment S-L-O-W-
L-Y to achieve best results. 
• Grooming, in essence, removes more leaf area. 
• Grooming provides some of the same benefits as verti-cutting. 

MEDALIST TURF PRODUCT MAJOR AREAS OP USE V " - SPECIAL FEATURES 

Athletic Pro and 
Athletic Proli For athletic turf. 

Well suited for new seeding or overseeding. 
Fast establishing, traffic tolerant, rapid recovery. 
Both provide good footing. 

Boulevard Mix 
Any area with high pH 
(roadsides, sidewalks, boulevards, 
alkaline soils, etc). 

Contains Faits' and Dawson red iescue for beautiful salt-
tolerant turf. Performs at low to high fertility levels. 

Landscape Pro Mix School grounds, cemeteries, 
gpIf course roughs, home lawns. 

Establishes fast. Adapts to broad range of conditions and 
management levels. Low to moderate fertility needs. 

Oueraeeder U Mix Fairways, tees, athletic fields. Rapid germination and establishment Withstands heavy 
traffic and resists diseases, fcnetraces compacted soils. 

Mecfclitf North Mix fairways, tees, cart paths, wear 
areas. 

Quality turf for high traffic areas. Qean mowing and 
disease resistant 

Premium Sod Blend Commercial sod production. Exceptional dark green color. Tolerates light shade. Superior 
disease resistance. Rapid sod producer. 

Renovator Pro Mix 
Problem solver for heavy traffic 
areas (athletic fields, golf tees, 
and fairways). 

Penetrates compacted soils and combats Am i i i m 
Adaptable to most geographic regions. 

Medalist Brand 
Overseeding Products 

Winter overseeding of dormant 
bermudagraas. 

Establishes rapidly and evenly. Tolerates traffic 
while providing a superior putting surface. Smooth 
spring transition. 
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/ T h e main difference is that the cutting blades are spaced closer 
than on traditional verti-cutters, and the grooming reel is used 
more frequently. 
• The more frequent use removes more grass and helps to con-
trol thatch build-up, especially during periods of maximum 
growth. For this reason, care must be exercised during periods 
when grass growth is reduced — for whatever reason. 
• Grooming, in addition to routine turf management tech-
niques, like aerification and topdressing, may permit one to raise 
the mowing height without sacrificing green speed. 
• By maintaining a higher cutting height, the effective rooting 
depth of the turfgrass is increased and the grass is in a more 
healthy state. Also, it is better able to withstand wear, as well 
as environmental stresses. 

2. What a Grooming Reel Does Not Do 
• Grooming is not verti-cutting in the traditional sense; it is 
for the use above soil level. It is similar to light verti-cutting. 
It provides for a frequent cutting of those elements that con-
tribute to grain. 
• Grooming has the potential to replace verti-cutting, depen-
ding on the overall management program. 
• Verti-cutting will continue to be used for deeper penetration 
into the soil, for renovation purposes or preparation of 
overseeding. 
• Grooming does not necessarily achieve, in all cases, increased 
ball speed. Ball speed is dependent on other factors, i.e., height 
of cut, frequency of cut, the number of daily mowings, health 
of turf, grass variety, etc. Some of these factors may make a 
bigger impact on ball roll than grooming itself. 

• Grooming can cause adverse effects, if used too frequently 
at aggressive settings (especially during environmental stress 
periods, i.e., heat, high humidity or traffic). 
3. Grooming Reel Adjustments 
A word of advice on grooming reel adjustment procedures. 
When adjusting a grooming reel, the following steps are recom-
mended for optimal results: 
First: Set the desired height of cut. 
Second: Set one grooming reel in raise/disengage position. Set 
one flush with the rollers and set one 1/32-inch above the height 
of cut. 
Third: Make several passes, preferably over the practice green 
or nursery, before using the unit on a regular green. 
Fourth: Judge the amount of grass in the basket of number one, 
two and three, and readjust accordingly. 
Fifth: Visually inspect the results and decide which setting to 
use for the best job. Make further adjustments if necessary. 
Sixth: Set all grooming reels to the same desired depth. 
CAUTION: A 1/32-inch depth setting can make a very substan-
tial impact on grass removal and, more importantly, on the 
severity of grooming. 
The user must be aware that the groomer may cause adverse 
effects if used frequently at an aggressive setting. This is 
especially true during environmental stress periods, i.e., heat, 
high humidity or heavy traffic. 
In summary, the grooming reel may be the best tool available 
to the superintendent for managing the greens precisely and in 
accordance with the desire of the golfer. However, timing, fre-
quency of use and depth of setting must be managed properly! 
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To Keep Your Course In 
Classic Condition, Use These 

High-Quality Products 
from Sfc* NOR-AM 

•WTROFOR*' SLOW-RELEASE 
NITROGEN 
Rdcuc i by siow bacterid ac t ion^ , 
to provVi« consistent 36% nitrogen. 

•TÜRCAM* INSECTICIDE 
Controls • wide range at turf and 
ornamental pests. 

• PROGRASS* HERBICIDE 
Controls certain annual grasses and 
broodWaf weeds In ornamental turf. 

e DELT1C* INSECTICIDE 
Ohres fast knockdown and long-term 
control of fleas, ticks and other pests. 

• BAMOLm TURF AND ORNAMENTAL 
FUNOICIDE 
Contrais pythlum and phytophthoca 

a pROXOL* 80SP INSECTICIDE 
Controls white grubs, sod webwocms. 
cutworms and armyworms In Ane turf. 
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