Life cycle and control of southern insects

Insect

Mole Crickets

The principal ones found
in Florida lawns are the
southern mole cricket,
Scapteriscus acletus R.
and H., and the Puerto
Rican mole cricket, S.
vicinus Scudd.

Billbugs

Spenophourus venatus
vestita (Chttn.)

Spittlebugs
Prosapia bicincta

Characteristics

Large crickets growing to 1-1/2 inch long. Have
velvety appearance from covering of fine,
brown hairs. Front legs flattened and adapted
for burrowing.

Larvae are white, legless grubs growing to 3/8
inch in length. Adults are black bettles —
weevils with chewing mouthparts at the end of a
long “'bill”. Adults are about 3/8 inch long.

Nymphs are white in color and live within a
mass of spittle they secrete. Adults are 1/4 inch
long, black with two reddish-orange transverse
bands on the wings.

Life cycle

Adult lays approximately 120 eggs in un-
derground cells. Nymphs develop throughout
summer and most are adults by fall. Most eggs
are deposited in May.

Adults lay eggs near crown of plant. Larvae live
in soil and feed on roots and underground run-
ners. Pupate in soil.

Eggs are laid at the base of grass in the thatch.
Life cycle requires about 2-1/2 months and there
are two generations per year. It overwinters in
the egg stage.




rate
Active per
ingredient 1000 ft.-

Granulated formulations of the above materials are equally effective. Apply as directed on the label. Several
pockets of organic phosphate resistant chinch bugs have occurred in South Florida recently. If one of the above
organic phosphate insecticides do not control, apply a carbamate insecticide.

Baygon 70WP  2-41bs. 1-2o0z. In order for grass to better tolerate damage do not mow
Diazinon 2E* 5 lbs. 8 fl. oz. shorter than recommended heights: Bahia 3", St. Agustine
Mocap 5G* 10 Ibs. 4% 1bs. 2-3", Centipede 2", Bermuda 3/16-1/2", depending on
Baits: Baygon, Dursban, Malathion, Sevin, or Toxaphene variety. Don't allow turf to dry-out excessively.

Proper timing of pesticide application is extremely important. On turf areas where economic damage has occured
in previous years, apply a recommended spray or granule during the latter part of June or a bait during early July.
Pesticides may also be applied when damage appears in spring due to oviposition activity or during August and
September, when nymphs are maturing, but will not be as effective at these times. Irrigate before application.
Irrigate after applying sprays or granules with 1/2 inch water. Do not irrigate after applying baits for 3-4 days if
possible. In N.E. Florida and other scattered areas of the state, mole crickets are resistant to toxaphene.

Baygon 70WP 7% lbs. 4oz
Baygon 1.5E 8 1bs. 16 fl. oz.

Diazinon 2E 4lbs. 6fl. oz
Diazinon AG500 4lbs. 3fl. oz
Diazinon 50WP 4lbs. 3oz






